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WHO ARE CHRISTIANS IN FACT? 


I am fond of reading in “Parker's People’s Bible’’ and recently my eye 
caught the following passage. I read and reread it, and thanked God for 
men who could see the truth and then stand by it. I have heard of some 
preachers who discarded the name Christian, because, as they claimed, it 
separated them from those who bore human names. Poor little fellows— 
how small they seem compared with the author of the following: 

“By Christians I understand Christ followers, Christ lovers, Christ wor- 
shipers, Christ ones. It is a thousand pities, in one aggregation of distress, 
that such a name should have been debased, commercialized, and made the 
password to unworthy confidence and honor. Were we what we ought to 
be in integrity, in simplicity, and in equity of soul, there would be no nobler 
designation known amongst men and no other would be needed. Roman 

. Catholics, Protestants, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Presbyterians— 
what are they, and how have they come to have any existence at all, and 
especially any honor as names? Did Christ ever use them? The one name 
that we ought to have is Christian, meaning by that a man who takes Jesus 
Christ as his Lord, Savior, Priest, Pattern, Inspiration. Could we restore 
that definition of the now perverted term, no name known under heaven 
amongst men could be such a warranty of conduct and such a seal of 
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THE CALL OF THE ALTAR 
BY REV. FRANK G. COFFIN, D. D. 


Oh, Lord, Thy sacred altars call 
Our weary’ souls to rest; 
Where drops of mercy gently fall, 
And worshipers are blest. 
Thy grace descends in mighty power; 
Thy goodness warms our hearts. 
Our spirits love the sacred hour 
Of worship in Thy courts. 


Here sorrows flee and troubles cease, 
While burdens lighter grow; 

And saddened creatures find release 
From earthly care and woe. 

Our worst with Christ is crucified; 
Our best springs up within. 

No holy wish will be denied 
When Thou hast entered in. 


Albany, N. Y., March 29, 1916. 


FULFILLMENT 
BY EMILY J. BRYANT 


The dandelion raises disks of gold 
Along the grassy banks; 
The dogwood spreads abroad 
branch 
And breathes a prayer of thanks. 
They thus fulfil 
God’s holy will. 


The boastful blue-bird smooths his brilliant 
coat 
And clearest note doth raise; 
The robin and the thrush in leafy bower 
Join in a song of praise. 
And thus fulfil 
God’s holy will. 


Let man endowed with power potential 
His heart to him upraise; 
Let man endowed with grace essential 
Make life all prayer and praise. 
And thus fulfil 
God’s holy will. 
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PICKING UP LIFE’S BURDENS 
BY ALICE MATHEWS 


Picking up the burdens of the storms of life, 

Gathering them in silence from earth’s noisy 
strife, 

With a firm resolving in each one to find, 

Something really needed of a goodly kind. 


Picking out of shadows many tiny gleams, 

Deathless stars arise thus, for the soul it 
seems, 

With the light of gladness peering in the 
gray, 


You can sift the darkness from this life 
away. 


Picking up the comrades falling by the road, ’ 

In the gathering twilight with their heavy 
load; 

With the light of soul-power earnestly pur- 
sue, 

Men of gloom, discouraged everywhere life 
through. 


Chorus 


Picking up life’s burdens, rising cheerfully, 

Plenteous grace is added all the world may 
see; 

If you do your duty, truth and grace is won. 

If you trust the Savior wondrous things are 
done. 


DEATH OF REV. S. McNEELEY 


Rev. S. McNeeley, ex-president of the 
Northwestern Indiana Conference, expired 
at his home in Tiosa, Ind., Wednesday, 
March 29, following a brief illness with 
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pneumonia. He was in his seventy-second 
year, and for many years was a Christian 
minister. Through partiality of his breth- 
ren, he served as president of the Indiana 
State Christian Conference and president 
of his local conference for a number of 
years. 

He leaves a wife, reasonably well provid- 


ed for, and three sons, two of whom reside 
in Ohio and one in Pennsylvania. 

Rev. William Heflin, of Russiaville, a 
life-long friend, delivered the funeral ad- 
dress to a crowded auditorium in the beau- 
tiful Christian church in Tiosa, Saturday 
at 2:00 p.m. Revs. Gott, McLain, McCoy, 
Francis, and Heflin stood with clasped 
hands above the bier, while Rev. McCoy 
prayed tenderly and sweetly. 

The floral offerings were superb, some 
from Burrows, Pipe Creek, New Waverly, 
and Bloomingsburg. 

The casket was a strong, durable work 
of artistic design. His remains repose in 
a beautiful cemetery four miles from his 
old home. 

The songs he loved to sing so well were 
sweetly rendered by a well-selected choir. 

He, who had comforted thousands in his 
funeral ministrations, was sadly wept for 
by the large, appreciative audience and giv- 
en an ovation even in death. 

His like we shall not meet again, genial, 
cheery, jolly, he was a likable man. Self- 
made, he never boasted of the maker, loyal 
to his church, lover of his friends, kind to 
his family, he did the best he knew. Fare- 
well, hail and farewell! 

Rev. R. H. Gort. 

Kokomo, Ind., April 1, 1916. 


GOD IS VERY EXACT 

If you do not believe it, read again 
Garden Spots in the Old Testament and the 
Bible. If the children of Israel had been 
careful to do exactly as God commanded 
them, they would have been kept from 
much suffering and bondage to other na- 
tions. And just so with us. Most people 
are not careful to do exactly as God teaches 
them in His Word. He is a God of truth, 
and means exactly as He says. He does 
not talk for the fun of it. He will not 
say, “Thou good and faithful servant,” un- 
less we have been good and faithful serv- 
ants. 

We fear many nominal, lukewarm Chris- 
tians will find the door of heaven shut 
against them, and they left out in outer 
darkness. We need to be live Christians, 
improving every means of grace. 

ALDEN ALLEN. 
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FOR OTHER FOUNDATION CAN NO MAN LAY THAN THAT IS LAID, WHICH IS JBSUS CHRIST.—1 COR. 3:11. 





IS IT IN FACT PERSECUTION? 


NY human institution has its weak 
A points. Even a divine institution in 
the hands of human beings must 
have its weak points, not on the divine side, 
of course, but on the human. The Church 
is a divine institution, but made up of men 
and women who are human and sometimes 
very human. Hence the Church has its 
weak points on the human side. To the 
custody of the Church has been committed 
the oracles of God, the truths which bless 
human life and give it a show for life eter- 
nal. The Church is expected to keep the 
truth free from error, free from false teach- 
ing, free from corrupting thought, free 
from ungodly influences and ever true to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. This is a 
task of no small proportions. As a branch 
of the Church of Christ, this duty is im- 
posed upon the Christian: Church, and there- 
fore it has a great responsibility in the 
preservation of the truth of God as He has 
given it to us in the Bible. 


It is true that we profess to give to each 
one the right of individual interpretation, 
and that seems to be the thing to do under 
proper restrictions. Individual interpreta- 
tion must be Christian in spirit and Scrip- 
tural in thought. A man, a professing 
Christian, may differ from his brother as 
to the matter of interpretation, and no just 
cause of complaint can be laid against him, 
if the interpretation which differs from his 
brethren be Scriptural and Christian. If a 
man claim the right to interpret the Scrip- 
tures for himself, and then proceed to in- 
terpret them in an unscriptural way and 
in an unchristian spirit, then it is the duty 
of the Church, in maintaining its custody 
of the truth, to put its hand of authority 
upon such an one, and say: You can, if you 
must, teach whatever you please, but you 
can not do it in the name of the Church. 
You must withdraw and relieve the Church 
of the responsibility of your error. True 
there are some people in the Church who 
do not like to bring a man to account, no 
matter what he teaches, but that is not ac- 
cording to the teaching of the Scriptures. 
If any brother walk disorderly, the Church 
is to withdraw fellowship from such an one. 
God does not wish His people to walk in 
fellowship with error, nor with those who 
make it a point to promote error. See 2 
Thess. 3:6, 11. 


Some cry persecution, if you wish to puri- 
fy the Church of such error. Is it persecu- 
tion for a man to make an effort to keep 
poison out of his food and drink? Is it 
persecution for a man to fight dirt and try 
to keep himself clean? Can it be persecu- 
tion for a Church to make an honest effort 
to keep itself morally and spiritually clean? 


Is it persecution for the Church to do its 
best to maintain right relationship with the 
teachings of God’s Word? If a physician 
is administering to your family poisonous 
drugs for healing medicine, is it persecu- 
tion for you to demand a cessation of stich 
a practice? If a school-teacher were dis- 


covered teaching the boys and girls of the 
community disloyalty to the constituted 
authorities of the county, State, and nation, 
would it be persecution to see that such a 
work was immediately discontinued? We 
think not. As the custodian of divine truth 
it is the business of the Church to root out 
all error which is plainly recognized as in 
opposition to the teachings of the Scrip- 
tures. We do not believe that any people 
can be long prospered in Church life and 
activity, if they do not definitely in a Chris- 
tian way, do their best to keep the truth 
out of the clutches of error. 


One of our exchanges sees this matter in 
the true light, and expresses itself on what 
is the true course of the Church in any such 
case. It says: 

Persecution is often charged against a 
church which brings up for trial a minister 
who begins to preach doctrines at variance 
with the teaching of that church. Suppose 
a soldier has enlisted in the service of his 
country and has taken the oath of allegi- 
ance to the government and the Constitu- 
tion. Instead of fighting his country’s ene- 
mies, he turns upon the flag and tries to 
destroy it and to overthrow its fortifications 
and attacks his fellow soldiers. What treat- 
ment would be given him, especially if this 
was done in the presence of the enemy? 
All military law would demand that he be 
shot. The church only asks that he with- 
draw from its membership. Were the man 
of heretical views to do this, the church 
would not bring him to trial. 


It is true that the Christian Church 
should be very careful in expelling from its 
membership. Indeed, it would not under- 
take such a thing, if the offense consisted 
in questioning a human creed. It would not 
do that, and for the reason that it does not 
make any human standard the creed of the 
Church. Indeed, the Christian Church 
would not expel a man for differing from 
his brethren on the teachings of the Bible, 
unless he does so in an unscriptural way, or 
in an unchristian spirit. In that event the 
creed of the Christian Church authorizes 
us to withdraw fellowship from such as 
walk disorderly. The teaching of unscrip- 
tural truth in an unchristian spirit is cer- 
tainly a disorderly act, and if persisted in, 
after faithful warning, fellowship should be 
withdrawn promptly. 

If a man repudiate the Bible (our creed), 
on what ground can he reasonably expect 
to retain his membership among us? If we 
give up the Bible, our chart and compass, 
spiritually speaking, we are gone, and we 
are at sea, rocked by tempestuous billows, 
and there is no safety for us. If a man 
repudiate the fundamental doctrines, as 
taught in the Bible, on what ground can he 
reasonably expect to be retained in the 
membership of the Church? Indeed, we 
might ask, and with equal propriety, on 
what grounds he could wish to retain his 
membership with us? If he is not of us, we 
see no reason why he should even desire to 
remain with us, and certainly the Church 
would be far more prosperous without such 
a man than with him. 


We believe in religious tolerance in mere 
matters of opinion, but when it comes to 
fundamental truths, when it comes to 
standing for the Bible, as our creed, then 
we believe there are no two ways in the case 
—we are to stand for the truth as God has 
given it to us. Few facts are more em- 
phasized in the Bible than the love of the 
truth. If men do not love the truth enough 
to stand for it, yea, even though, if need 
be, to die for it, then we fear we are not 
worthy to receive its blessings. 

The Church which is careless as to the 
support it gives to the truth, as to its de- 
votion to the fundamental truths of God’s 
Word, need not look for any great degree 
of spiritual prosperity—it cannot be given 
us. The truth in its purity is essential to 
a vigorous spiritual and organic growth 
of the Lord’s people. To stand against er- 
ror-in others is not persecution—it is a sim- 
ple defense of the great bulwarks of the 
Christian faith, and if an individual, or a 
Church, is not willing to do that, then their 
love for the truth is not sufficiently strong 
to please the Lord and we need not expect 
His blessings upon us. We close this mes- 
sage by repeating the old-time slogan of 
our people: In essentials, unity; in non- 
essentials, liberty; and in all things, charity, 
but be sure that your charity does not go 
far enough to induce you to embrace error 
and give it a free rein in the matter of 
directing your faith. We believe in be- 
lieving something, and then standing for it 
in the name and in the spirit of the Lord 
Jesus. Let us stand for the truth of God’s 
Word, or die doing our best to stand, be- 
cause we love the truth. 


DR. J. O. ATKINSON ON BILLY 
SUNDAY 


While Dr. J. O. Atkinson, editor of The 
Christian Sun, was in Baltimore, taking 
treatment at Johns Hopkins Hospital, he 
went to hear Billy Sunday preach. In 
writing to his assistant editor at home, he 
tells of what he saw and heard and how he 
was impressed by Mr. Sunday and his mes- 
sage, as follows: 


We heard Billy Sunday. It is all the 
most spectacular wonder in evangelistic or 
religious services I ever thought of. Unless 
you have a “pull” of some sort you can’t 
get in the tabernacle, which seats 20,000, 
unless you go by 4 or 5 p. m. at latest for 
the evening service booked to begin at 7: 30. 
We got out about 6 p. m. and were turned 
away with hundreds of others at that hour. 
I went to a side door marked “For Preach- 
ers.” I was turned down again as all was 
taken. I happened to think I was an editor 
and had put one of my cards as Christian 
Sun editor in my pocket. I managed to get 
an usher to take that to the chief usher and 
presto!—wife and I were given chairs in 
the editor’s and reporter’s section just to 
the right of the platform where Billy stood. 
That card was certainly our “rabbit’s foot” 
and we saw and heard all that was to be 
seen and heard. The chief usher told me to 
go to Headquarters at Equitable Building 
this a. m. and get a press pass. I have 
just been and a pass was issued to press 
stand for Mrs. Atkinson and me for all 
services till and including March 14. You 
can hardly realize what this means unless 








420 (4) 


you were here and had to take your chances 
with thousands of others, some of whom 
scramble and push in and other thousands 
are turned away and sent home. 

Sunday is a man of the most wonderful 
magnetism I have ever seen. But he cannot 
stand for long this stress and strain. He 
preached one and a half hours last night 
and had his voice pitched to the highest key 
all the time. That vast audience of 20,000 
standing on outer edges was held spell- 
bound. He uses his manuscript closely, 
reading much of all he says. If any one 
tells you that Billy Sunday is a buffoon, an 
unlearned, and ignorant man—“haphazard 
and anyhow;” you tell him for me that 
Sunday is a man of infinite pains in prep- 
aration, that every line, word, sentence is 
studied and made to fit, and that at times in 
his discourses for a period of ten to fifteen 
minutes his language is the most ornate, 
most chaste, most select, most eloquent I 
ever heard. For fifteen minutes at the be- 
ginning of his sermon last night on “Thou 
art weighed in the balances and found 
wanting” his descriptions of a Babylonian 
court, its superb luxury, and its refined and 
elegant debauchery cannot, in my opinion, 
be surpassed in description and in word 
painting by anything Lew Wallace, Victor 
Hugo, or Lord McCauley ever wrote. Billy 
Sunday is a past master in descriptive and 
in emotional orators—if there is such a 
thing. 

Hotel Rennert, Baltimore. 


We cannot enter heartily into all of 
Billy Sunday’s ways, but when we read of 
the results of his preaching, we can but 
wish that many of the rest of us could pro- 
duce such fruits in the lives of our hearers 
as are produced in the lives of the hearers 
of Billy Sunday. After all every true 
preacher of the gospel is seeking the fruits 
of the Christian life in men, and while 
many of us could not use Billy Sunday’s 
methods, yet he seems to win men to Christ 
where many of us fail. 

Rev. Francis Palmer, Trenton, N. J., tells 
of some very remarkable instances of the 
saving and transforming power of grace as 
seen in Mr. Sunday’s work, under the bless- 
ings of God, for we are sure such fruits are 
not produced under evil influences. Mr. 
Palmer says: 


“One of the happiest days of my life was 
my fiftieth birthday, when you men of this 
factory presented to me this diamond ring 
which I so greatly prize. But I wish to say 
to you this morning that the happiest day 
of my life was Tuesday night, when I 
walked up the sawdust trail and took my 
stand for Jesus Christ.” 

Such was the statement made to the em- 
ployees of the Empire Tire and Rubber Com- 
pany and of the Crescent Insulated Wire 
and Cable Company of Trenton by General 
C. Edward Murray, president of these great 
manufacturing concerns, when his men 
were gathered together for a noon shop 
meeting a week or more ago, and he told 
them of his experiences. 

General Murray is one of the leading 
citizens of Trenton. A prominent manu- 
facturer, former Quartermaster General 
and leader of the Republican party in this 
part of the State, a man closely identified 
with a great many public and financial in- 
terests of our city, he is an example of the 
influence which Mr. Sunday is having 
among the men of affairs in Trenton. 

Present at a recent tabernacle service 
with a delegation of five hundred of his em- 
ployees, General Murray was the first to 
respond to the call by Mr. Sunday, and en- 
couraging his men he led the way to the 
front with scores following. The influence 
of General Murray since has been wide- 
reaching. The —g 3 meeting established for 
his own employees has transformed the gen- 
eral atmosphere of the entire plant. The 
trolley men of the city, gathered together 
recently in the car barn after their mid- 
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night run, were told by General Murray of 
the great change which had come into his 
life. In the tabernacle and out of it, Gen- 
eral Murray has been doing yeoman service 
as a personal worker. And when the Re- 
publican Club, of whose board of govern- 
ors he is a member, attended the tabernacle 
service last night, at the personal request 
of the club the General took his place at the 
head of the marchers. 

Many other citizens of prominence have 
been reached by Mr. Sunday in the Trenton 
campaign. Among these may be mentioned 
Alfred Whitehead of the Whitehead Bros. 
Rubber Co.; B. B. Dinsmore, of the Impe- 
rial Porcelain Works; Richard B. Newton, 
of the Newton Paving Co.; Peter E. Hurley, 
General Manager of the Trenton and Mer- 
cer County Traction Corporation; Alvin 
Buzbee, Superintendent of the Trenton 
Water Works Co., whose first official act 
next morning was an order to the men of 
his employ for the disuse of intoxicants un- 
der the penalty of discharge; J. W. Foster, 
manager and part owner of the F. A. Straus 
& Co. Worsted and Silk Mills, whose an- 
nouncement next day was a ten per cent. in- 
crease in the wages of every employee of 
the plant, where there.are employed a thou- 
sand women and young girls. 

A young woman, a college graduate, was 
chosen to serve as a “key girl” in one of 
the downtown institutions, and was conse- 
quently asked to attend the Business 
Women’s Council. Girls were telling their 
experiences in the prayer-meetings held in 
factories or office buildings where they were 
employed, and at the close of the meeting 
this girl informed her committee woman 
that she could not serve as key girl for she 
had no interest in gathering girls for pray- 
er or in any feature of the work. 

Sympathetic questioning brought out the 
reasons for the hardness which before had 
repelled attempts to persuade her to take a 
stand for Christ. Her Christian life and 
fellowship with Christian students had been 
happy until her senior year in college, when 
the teaching of her instructor in philosophy 
had swept her from the foundations upon 
which she had stood. On graduation she 
refused an offer to do work as young peo- 
ple’s secretary under a mission board, for 
which she was admirably fitted, and she 
plunged into social settlement work without 
religion, and into newspaper work that 
brought her face to face with conditions in 
the underworld which nauseated and em- 
bittered her. 


To escape the latter she had come to 
Trenton, taking up studies that would help 
her in literary work. She had attended a 
tabernacle service, and being encouraged to 
retain her position as key girl she was per- 
suaded to go to Miss Miller’s noonday 
meeting for business women. A message of 
truth going home to her heart, she sur- 
rendered herself to the will of the Master. 
She has since decided to accept the renewed 
call to Christian and Missionary service 
wherein she may use her talents and her 
trained intellect in work among young 
women in this land, with a vision before her 
< "ae service later in a foreign mission 

eld. 

A third instance of the wide-reaching in- 
fluence of Mr. Sunday is that of John F. 
Carey, who came to Trenton to rob, and 
stays to show himself a man. 

With twenty-four of his fifty-four years 
of life spent in prisons, penitentiaries, and 
other places of confinement in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio, John Carey came 
to Trenton three weeks ago for the pur- 
pose of “getting a bank roll.” He was look- 
ing over the city to discover a good place 
“to operate,” when he chanced to walk out 
Greenwood Avenue. He saw the’ crowd 
flocking into the tabernacle. He followed. 
He was sufficiently impressed to return. 
The third time Mr. Sunday reached his 
soul; and through the personal work of the 
city missionary, who found him in the 
crowd and befriended him afterward, he 
took his stand for Christ, and has already 
shown by word and work that he is a new 
man in Christ Jesus. Friends were found 


_ Harrell. 
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who trusted him and took him temporarily 
into their homes. 

From the platform of the writer’s Sun- 
day-school after his conversion, Mr. Carey 
told simply and straightforwardly the story 
of his life. Beginning at fourteen years of 
age to pick tills and pockets he passed 
through the schools of robbery in prison 
and out, never earning an honest dollar 
through all his tragic years. Telling how 
God found him in the tabernacle, he added: 
“To-day I consider myself the happiest man 
on earth. I have not been tempted once 
since I accepted Jesus Christ. I see every 
thing differently. I see people differently. 
I can now see friends. I feel that God Al- 
mighty has wrought a wonderful change in 
me. I am thankful to Billy Sunday for the 
message that he delivered and which start- 
ed my thinking-piece to work.” 


Mentionings 


*** Watch the programs for the Minis- 
ters’ Institutes, soon to be held in various 
portions of our work. 


*** Rev. Fred. G. Strickland is serving 
the church at Careysville, in the Miami 
Ohio Christian Conference. 


*** The Foreign Mission Offerings are 
showing up well. Versailles makes a fine 
showing and so does Chambersburg, and 
several other places. 


*** Rev. Geo. D. Eastes, pastor Third 
church, Norfolk, Va., is assisting Rev. P. 
H. Fleming, D. D., in a series of meetings 
in First church at Greensboro, N. C. 


*** Dr. M. T. Morrill, our Foreign Mis- 
sion Secretary, is expected home this week. 
His visits to Panama and Porto Rico have 
taken his time for the months of February 
and March, with the exception of a few 
days early in March, just following his 
return from Panama. 


*** The many friends of Rev. A. W. 
Cash, Lebanon, Ind., will be much distress- 
ed to hear of his illness from smallpox, as 
stated in Rev. R. H. Gott’s letter of last 
week. Let him be daily remembered in 
prayer. We hope soon to have assurance 
of his rapid recovery. 


*** The late cyclone, which swept across 
Indiana, did much damage. At Montpelier, 
Indiana, great destruction was wrought. 
Rev. E. D. Oren says the front end of the 
Christian church in that town was torn out, 
badly damaging the church. The shovel 
works were damaged to the extent of three 
thousand dollars. 


*** Rev. W. J. Young, late pastor of the 
Piqua church, we understand, entered upon 
his work as pastor at Lima, Ohio, last Sun- 
day. We sympathize with Piqua in its loss 
of its pastor, but we congratulate Lima on 
its gain in securing the services of Brother 
Young. He has never, so far as we have 
known, had a failure in any pastorate he 
has served. We wish him great success in 
Lima. 


*** We had a visit from Bro. W. S. 
Hanbury and Bro. Revell this week. They 
are members of the former charge of Dr. 
Harrell in Portsmouth, Va., and were in 
the city on a brief visit to Dr. and Mrs. 
We had not before met Bro. 
Revell, but we have known Bro. Hanbury 
for many years, having once had the priv- 
ilege of serving as his pastor at Berea 
church, in Norfolk County, Va. 
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*** THE HERALD never was better. Each 
issue is fresh and newsy. I wish our 
brethren all would take it. May you have 
abundant success.—Rev. I. M. Hoel, Tus- 
cola, Ill. 


*** We can furnish the name of a strong 
man for pastor to any church which can 
pay a living salary. This is a man of ex- 
perience, who has filled acceptably some of 
our strong pulpits. 


*** God’s promise to one of old was: “I 
will bless thee and make thee a blessing.” 
That means that we must get the blessing 
of the divine life before we can be a bless- 
ing to others. Do not forget that. 


*** Rev. G. Robert Van Zant, pastor of 
our churches at Sugar Creek and Polks, 
both near Dayton, has been quite indisposed 
for some weeks. He has suffered a great 
deal, but is again much improved. His 
work seems to be doing well and the out- 
look is encouraging. 


*** An exchange quotes Dr. Henderson 


as saying that people who are converted in 
rescue missions have no trouble in believing 
in divine power. No one has any trouble in 
believing in divine power if he knows he is 
converted—for they cannot be born again 
without divine power. The witness is with- 
in and unmistakable, we think. 


*** Rev. J. W. Harrell, D. D., pastor 
First Christian church, Dayton, Ohio, re- 
cently conducted a canvass in his member- 
ship, seeking to increase spiritual interest 
and church attendance. That is a good 
thing. Increase in spiritual interest will 
win church attendance—no doubt about it. 
The dead do not go to church—the living, 
as a rule, go to church. 


*** The last news from Dr. J. O. Atkin- 
son was from Asheville, N. C., having left 
Elon College March 31, where he hopes to 
regain his health after a prolonged rest. Let 
the prayers of our brotherhood be for these 
dear friends. Dr. Atkinson, though yet a 
young man, has filled a large and important 
place in the Church, and his absence for 
even six months will be keenly felt. 


*** Mrs. C. E. Walters and husband of 
Madisonville, Pa., have been secured as 
caretakers of the Aged Christian Minis- 


*ters’ Home. They assume charge May 1. 


They have furnished satisfactory recom- 
mendation and seem in every way fitted for 
the honorable and important position. May 
their coming prove a comfort and a bless- 
ing to the aged ones at home.—Rev. J. W. 
Wilson, Jamestown, N. Y., March 31, 1916. 


*** We have the name of an educated 
man, holding the degree of D. D., a success- 
ful pastor, and good mixer, with an excep- 
tional wife as colaborer. This man has had 
wide experience as city pastor. Can adapt 
himself to all classes of mankind. Any self- 
supporting church in need of a good pastor 
can write to this paper, and we will put 
them in touch with him through one of the 


presidents of one of our conferences. En- 
close stamp. 


*** You are doing your work nobly. I 
hear many words of approval spoken for 
the way in which you are doing it—L. 
Well, no doubt about it, such a word does 
help, especially coming, as it does, from one 
of the most devoted of the Lord’s servants. 
Often when the load seems too heavy to 
bear it longer, then comes such a word, and 
we make our stand a little stronger and 
determine, by the grace of God, we will 
stand and do our best to the end—pray that 
we may not falter under the burdens. 


*** The Western Recorder says: “The 
Bible says milk for babes in Christ, and 
meat for strong men. But it does not say 
mush for either. And that is what too 
many are trying to feed the churches on.” 
We say, let us have milk or meat. We need 
the truth and cannot afford to try to live 
on human mush. Even mush, if well pre- 
pared, may do for the breakfast table of 
the physical man, but it will not do for the 
spiritual life of God’s people—no, not even 
when well prepared. Let us give to babes 
milk and to men meat, but no mush, if you 
please. 


*** T hope HERALD readers will furnish 
you with a plenty of questions, for I enjoy 
the Question Box very much. I derive so 
much benefit from your answers.—Mrs. 
Perry Allen, Edna, Kansas. Our Question 
Box seems to meet the wishes of a great 
many of our readers, and while it requires 
a great deal of work at this end of the line, 
if the readers will furnish the questions, 
we will be glad to do our best to serve them. 
Think before you write and get the best 
questions possible, not merely for the sake 
of asking a question, but try to ask ques- 
tions which will be helpful, not only to 
yourself, but to readers generally. 


*** We are pained to announce the death 
of both Deacon and Mrs. A. Peters, of our 
Eaton church. Although their departure 
for the better life took place several weeks 
ago, we had not heard of it till since our 
last issue came from the press. Husband 
and wife were parted for only a short time 
—about one week’s difference in the time 
of their deaths. Deacon Peters himself 
was, if we mistake not, already past eighty. 
He and his companion had long been active 
in their support of the Eaton church. Of late 
years failing health had interfered with his 
work in the church, but to the end he and 
his wife remained true to the teachings of 
Jesus. We shall long remember the kindly 
and brotherly disposition of Deacon Peters 
and his usefulness to the cause of Christ. 
We believe their going ended the family on 
earth. If we mistake not, no other mem- 
bers of his immediate family remain. 


*** Our readers we believe are glad to 
see that Rev. Alden Allen and Rev. D. I. 
Putnam, two of our older ministers, who 
have borne the heat and burden of the day 
for our cause, even though far advanced 
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in life, do not forget to add their help to 
making THE HERALD of interest to our peo- 
ple. They are both men of long standing 
in the best of character as Christian minis- 
ters, and their hearts are still in the work. 
Let us give our veterans a word of good 
cheer as they continue to stand with us and 
for the best interests of the Master’s king- 
dom. 


*** We are pained to announce the death 
of Rev. S. McNeeley, Tiosa, Indiana, which 
occurred on Wednesday, March 29. We 
haveno particulars, except the mere fact of 
his death. The message was received in 
Dayton last week in a message to Mrs. J. 
N. Hess. His death must have been sudden, 
for it was only a few days before he died 
that he assisted at the funeral services over 
the remains of our late brother, Mr. J. B. 
Weimer, who was himself so suddenly 
called at his home in Chicago. We shall 
await further news and will expect some of 
the brethren in his conference to prepare a 
suitable sketch of his life for our columns. 
Later. On page 2, Rev. R. H. Gott sends a 
message of Bro. McNeeley’s death. 


*** We wish to call special attention to 
the article in this issue from Dr. Morrill, 
our Foreign Mission Secretary, in regard to 
our mission work in Porto Rico. See last 
column on page 22. Read what he says 
with great care as much is involved. There 
are two questions for our people to consid- 
er: 1. If the readjustment is made, as he 
seems to think it will be, will the Christian 
Church lose its identity in Porto Rico? 2. 
Does readjustment mean that the Christian 
Church will lose its Porto Rican Mission 
and the fifteen years of hard work and sac- 
rifice the Church has given to it? These 
are questions of more than ordinary im- 
portance and they demand the best and 
most prayerful thought our people can 
give. Since Dr. Morrill presents the issue, 
now is the time to give it our best consid- 
eration. 


*** We do believe that a Christian ought 
to believe something, and that something 
ought to be the Word of God. It may be 
that some of its great truths he may not be 
able to grasp, but such as he can grasp, let 
him do so, and feed upon the riches of the 
Word—that is the way to have strong 
Christian men and women. If a man or a 
woman is a jelly-fish in his faith, he will be 
the same in his life, and jelly-fish Chris- 
tian are not worth much to the cause of 
Christ in hard places. We never saw a 
man or a woman who was well acquainted 
with the Lord and His Word, but that he 
was dependable as a Christian. Though 
there are more Bibles in the world to-day 
than in any previous age, we lack much of 
having enough Bible Christians. Brethren, 
let us remember Paul’s injunction to Tim- 
othy: “Preach the Word.” That is the need 
of this day. The Word is so little known,. 
and where it is unknown it has no chance to: 
make stalwart Christians. Preach the- 
Word! | 
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AN EDITORIAL SURVEY OF THE HORIZON 


China’s Unhappy Outlook 


Numerically the greatest nation in the 
world seems to be quite unsteady. We 
would not criticize China’s weather-vane 
like character, for though she has changed 
much in recent years, we do not know what 
her needs have been, nor what her difficul- 
ties may be even at this moment. Only a 
short while ago it was the Chinese Empire. 
Then almost suddenly it became a republic. 
After a short while the people of the world 
were astounded to hear that China was to 
go back into a monarchy. Just when we 
were listening for that fact to become an 
accomplished fact, lo, and behold, it is 
again announced that she will not become a 
monarchy, but will continue as a republic. 
Quickly following this announcement a 
revolution broke out in China and a great 
struggle is on for the mastery in govern- 
ment, and no one can very safely predict 
what the end will be, or more properly 
speaking what her permanent form of gov- 
ernment will be. One thing is clear, viz.: 
China is moving and purifying her long 
stagnant condition. The fact that she is 
changing a good deal may seem to speak 
of her lack of steadfastness, but it more 
truly speaks of her power to rejuvenate 
herself and become young again. The fact 
that she is moving so rapidly is strong 
proof that she is not dead, not even dying, 
and when her work is completed, we shall 
see a China such as the world has never 
seen in all her wonderful and long history. 
The fires of struggle for the supremacy of 
her better self give us proof that one day 
China will live in a larger life than ever 
before. We need to wait patiently and give 
her time to break the shackles from her 
limbs. When China is free, free from her 
own self, she will be a giant among the 
nations of the world. True, some one has 
called her a big overgrown baby, unable to 
help herself, but do not forget that at 
some day in the coming years the over- 
grown baby will get to be a man, a giant 
of the East, and then she will manage her 
own affairs and if necessary the affairs of 
some other nations also. Her present un- 
rest is but a promise of a better day that is 
coming and we hope in that better day she 
may have the Spirit of the Christ to guide 
her into the glory that will be hers. 


Dare the Christian Face This Situation? 


There are situations quite sufficient in 
themselves to make any man stagger, no 
matter how brave he may be ordinarily. 
Here is one of them—can you face it? We 
are told that in Africa there are 150,000,000 
of men and women who have never seen a 
Bible, and of course have no knowledge of 
Jesus Christ as the Savior of the lost. These 
men and women have never even heard the 
name of the true God, certainly many of 
them. How they need the gospel and yet how 
powerless we seem to be to give it to them! 
China has more than 400,000,000 of men 
and women in its vast population, of whom 
comparatively few have had a chance to ac- 
cept the offer of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. India has about 250,000,000, and 


there again only a few have ever heard 
the name of Jesus. 


For these people Jesus 





died as truly as He did for the people of 
the United States, and yet how few of them 
know anything of the salvation which we 
have in Christ. Do you ask, Why is it that 
so few know anything of Jesus and His 
gospel? Oh, it is because no one has gone 
to tell them of the great work of Jesus in 
saving men. But why have they not told to 
these people the glad news of redemption 
through Jesus Christ? It is because the 
Church has sent no one to them for that 
purpose. But why have they not sent mis- 
sionaries to tell them of Jesus and His love? 
Because they say they are not able—cannot 
afford the money that is needed to do such a 
great task. Do you think this is true— 
that the Church is not able? That is what 
they are saying, but there are some other 
facts which look as if the Church is able. 
For instance, in the United States last 
year we are told that the people spent for 
chewing gum the vast sum of $20,000,000. 
We are also told that these same people 
spent $400,000,000 for amusements, and the 
sum of $600,000,000 for tobacco. We are 
told that the people in these United States 
also spent $1,000,000,000 for strong drink, 
and yet they tell us they are not able to 
give the gospel to all the world. Of course, 
all the money spent as above, was not spent 
by the Church members, but necessarily a 
great deal of it was. But would you not 
think that where a people can spend as 
much as $2,020,000,000 for the wnneces- 
saries of life in a single year, that the 
Church people ought to do something like 
a fair part in giving to the cause of Christ 
for the spread of the gospel, and yet with 
the sum $2,020,000,000 for amusements, 
chewing gum, tobacco, and strong drink, 
do you not think it is a shame that the 
Church last year gave only the compara- 
tively small sum of $22,000,000, and that 
is only a little more than we spent for 
chewing gum in a single year. Think of 
it—$2,020,000,000 for trifles and only $22, 
000,000 for missions. Think of it—the peo- 
ple of this country care about as much for 
chewing gum as they do for the salvation 
of souls. Think again—they care about 
fifty times as much for strong drink as 
they do for the evangelization of the human 
race in the generation in which they are 
living. Surely the Church of Christ on 
earth needs to be awakened and brought to 
see what its own character is according to 
their own estimate. That ought to shock 
us into some appreciation of the real situa- 
tion as it confronts the Church to-day. Let 
this work of reform begin with every one 
who reads these facts and let us do our best 
to reverse the order of the Church’s lib- 
erality—giving far more liberally to the 
great work of evangelizing the world than 
we do to ministering to our own lower na- 
tures. It is all well enough to do for our- 
selves what the requirements of the body 
may really need, but do let us see that we 
change the drift in the big giving of the 
Church for the cause of missions. It is 
time we were up and doing in this direction. 





Wisely Ignorant 
That seems to be a paradox, and yet it is 
just what we may find in many places, even 


among professing Christians. The admin- 
istration of great affairs is not always a 
sign of the highest wisdom. We have 
known some very talented people, otherwise 
accounted very wise, and yet in conducting 
the Lord’s work they have shown a great 
lack of the practical, common business 
sense which every great administrator 
ought to have. This is especially true in 
the administration of the work of the 
Church. A wisely wise man is needed in 
all the affairs of the kingdom of Christ. 
Jesus has put the management of the 
Church into the hands of men, but a good 
many of us do not seem to catch even a 
gleam of the true light which always 
shines out in the life of the true 
men of God. This 
parent in the building of houses of wor- 
ship. A good many proceed in the erection 
of such buildings as if the building is the 
very essence of the divine life—they seem 
to wish to put into the building all the 
money it may be possible to collect, just as 
if the divine life were dependent upon the 
character of the building. If the Church 
had at its command all the money some of 
its wise (?) leaders have spent upon the 
mere architecture of the house in which 


worship is to be conducted, they could not 


only amply provide for its own needs, but 
it could quite as well provide for preach- 
ing the gospel in other places, where des- 
titution now prevails. Here is St. Thomas’ 
Episcopal church on Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 
City, upon which its wise managers spent 
the vast sum of $4,000,000. Near by is the 
Fifth Avenue Baptist church, whose build- 
ing is also a costly structure, and then a 
little way off is the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine, which, if we mistake not, has cost 
$7,000,000, and it is not yet nearly finished. 
Then there is Trinity church in the same 
city, which is considered the wealthiest 
church in the United States, said to be 
worth, as an organization, about $70,000,- 
000. Think of a church of the holy and 
lowly Jesus, keeping largely locked up the 


vast sum of $70,000,000, when there is such - 


urgent need to go with the gospel to the 
ends of the earth. Think of a church 
hoarding such wealth when only about one- 
third of the earth’s population has even 
heard of Jesus Christ as the Savior of the 
world. What need have they for the $70,- 
000,000 to be kept as an investment, when 
the membership of that church is made up 
of millionaires? Will Jesus approve of 
such hoardings? Will He approve of the 
folly of some of His servants? 
look with approval on the work of a peo- 
ple who put such money into a building, 
which is made of wood and stone, while 
they seem to put so little into the building 
of character—into an honest effort to turn 
the hearts and minds of men and women 
to the Christ that He may save them? Which 
will most glorify the MASTER, these cost- 
ly houses of worship, or the money put into 
the great work of saving the people by 
preaching the gospel to the multitudes who 
are yet in heathen darkness? The crime 
of the Church of the twentieth century is 
its extravagance in the use of money for 
selfish purposes and its paucity in the use 
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of money for gathering the hosts of God 
together for His praise and glory in their 
redemption in Christ. We hope the people 
of the Christian Church will diligently 
avoid such mistaken extravagance as it may 
be related to the salvation of the world 
through Jesus Christ. 


A Question Box 
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Question—Is a man a spirit with a body or a body 
with a spirit? 


He is a spirit with a body, made in the 
image of God. 








Question—Does Matt. 7:12 apply to nations as well 
as individuals? If so, what results should we expect 
from obedience to the command? 


Just the same in one case as in the other 
—the blessings of God, given in great ful- 
ness, upon such obedience, will come to na- 
tions as well as to individuals. 





Question—Did the Lord intend that all born on 
earth should come to maturity? 


That is too much for this writer to an- 
swer. It looks as if He did not, but none 
of us can say what would be our portion 
here if all the laws of God had been obeyed 
faithfully. The other question you ask is 
beyond human wisdom, at least so far as 
I know. 





Question—What does 1 Cor. 15:40 mean? Will 
there be earthly bodies, as well as heavenly bodies? 


Yes, we have the earthly bodies now; we 
shall have the spiritual bodies in the world 
to come, if we have been saved through the 
blood of Jesus. The terrestrial body is the 
body we have on the earth. The celestial 
body is the spiritual body we are to have 
in heaven. Compare verse forty with verse 
forty-four. 





Question—What does Paul mean in Rom. 11: 26, 27? 


We think Paul means that through Je- 
sus the Jew shall sometime and somewhere 
be restored and saved. So the Bible teaches. 
See the promise in Isaiah 59: 20. Of course, 
the Jews cannot be saved in their unbelief, 
but when they turn to Jesus, believing, they 
will be saved according to God’s ancient 
promise to that people. God never forgets 
His promises, not even after thousands of 
years have elapsed. In the day when the 
Jews turn to Jesus, believing, they will be 
saved. 





Question—Why did the Savior pray? As the Son 
of God, did He not possess, or have, the power to 
command that which He desired? 


You have asked a very difficult question. 
We see two special reasons as possible: 1. 
Jesus prayed because He had a body cap- 
able of feeling need, capable of suffering 
and of enduring hardships. The physical 
Jesus had needs common to humanity. As 
such, it seemed the thing to do to pray for 
help. You remember, after his temptation 
in the wilderness, an angel came and 
strengthened Him. From the physical 
standpoint Jesus needed help. 2. He need- 
ed specially to pray as an example for His 
disciples—He was teaching His disciples to 
pray, and example is one of the best ways 
to teach. We cannot claim any absolute 
knowledge of this matter. The two points 
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named seem to us reasonable, to say the 
least. 





Question—If Jesus died for Adam’s transgression 
and disobedience, will Adam have a chance for life 
in the resurrection? 


Certainly—why not? But Jesus did not 
die for Adam’s transgression. He died to 
save Adam and the race from the conse- 
quences of such disobedience and transgres- 
sion. The death of Jesus was to reconcile 
us to God, and, being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by His life, saved from the conse- 
quences of disobedience—Rom. 5: 10. 





Question—What is meant by 1 Cor. 15:19? What 
is the meaning of the word hope in that verse? 
Does the word hope always mean the same thing? 


Hope does not always mean the same 
thing. In the passage you have just quoted, 
it means to repose trust in one, and I think 
it means to say if we have hope in Jesus 
only for this world, we of all men are most 
miserable, and for the reason that hope that 
does not take hold on Jesus for the world to 
come is in vain. Hope may mean confi- 
dence, refuge, expectation, waiting, trust, 
etc. 


Question—What is the restitution that is spoken 
of by Peter in Acts 3:19-21?7 And where do we 
find this restitution spoken of by the prophets? 


We believe the restitution spoken of by 
Peter refers to the complete restoration of 
the human race and the world to its pristine 
purity, such as existed before the tragedy 
in the garden of Eden. Of course this is 
to be accomplished through the marvelous 
work of redemption through Christ. This 
restoration is broadly hinted at in Gen. 12: 
2, 3; Deut. 30: 1-9; Zech. 12:8. It is also 
alluded to in Acts 1:6; Rom. 11: 26; Rev. 
20: 11-15. Of course, this restoration must 
be through Christ. Those who reject Him 
will not share in the blessings and privilege 
of the restitution of all things. 





Question—In your answer to the question, “What 
is the Holy Spirit?’”’ you say the Holy Spirit is the 
Spirit of God. Your spirit is the spirit of man. 
When a man’s spirit goes out of him, the man is 
gone. Then how can the Spirit of God be another 
person? If so, is not the spirit of a man another 
person when it leaves him? 


There is but one person in a man. The 
body of the man is not the man, but the 
spirit is the man. In some such sense the 
Spirit of God is related to Him, we think, 
but that is as far as we can go. However, 
there is no difficulty, at least as we see it, 
as to a man’s body—the body is the house 
in which the man (spirit) lives. So we 
understand the Scriptures to teach. At 
death man goes away, but his body is left 
with us till we lay it away in the grave. 
We do not bury the person, but the body 
of the man who had lived in it.—See 2 
Peter 1: 13. 


Question—In Acts 2:4, we read: “And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance.” Do you understand that the multitude was 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and how many were able 
to speak with other tongues? 


No, the multitude was not in the upper 
room with the disciples when the outpour- 
ing of the Spirit first occurred. The proof 
for my view you may find in Acts 1: 15— 
the number present was 120. Then in Acts 
2:6, we read: “Now when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude came together, and 
were confounded because that every man 
heard them speak in his own language.” 
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So you can see that it was after the out- 
pouring of the Spirit, which enabled the 
disciples to talk with other tongues, that 
the multitudes came together. This is in 
keeping with Acts 1:15, which says there 
were only about 120 present. The multi- 
tude assembled because of what had hap- 
pened in the upper room. The multitude 
was greatly surprised at what they saw 
(Acts 2:7), and so of necessity the multi- 
tude cannot be included with the number 
upon whom the Holy Spirit was at first 
poured out. 





Question—In our Sunday-school lesson for March 
12, speaking of the Christian martyrs, I asked my 
class to give me the name of the Christian martyr 
who was thrown into a caldron of boiling oil. The 
class was not able to answer, and I seem unable 
to call to mind who it was. Will you please tell me? 


The Bible does not say that any one of 
the apostles died in that way. There is a 
tradition, however, that John was martyred 
by being cast into a caldron of boiling oil. 
So far as I know, there is nothing but tra- 
dition to support the claim. 





Question—Is it right to have baskét suppers and 
parties to keep up the church? Is there any pas- 
sage in the Bible which upholds such a practice? 

I think the practice is not right: now and 
never was, besides it is seriously against 
the spiritual development of the church. If 
any reader thinks I am wrong in this 
answer, please send me, not any human an- 
swer, but send me the reference to the pas- 
sage in the Bible which teaches such a prac- 
tice. If it cannot be done, then there is no 
room for controversy and I am right, and 
will continue to insist that the Lord’s work 
ought to be supported by the free-will offer- 
ings of the people who constitute the 
church. 





Question—Do you think a church is justified in 
employing non-Christians to sing in the choir? 


We certainly do not. It belittles the 
church, it dishonors God, and does the non- 
churchman a great injustice. True, some 
argue that we may bring men and women 
into the church by employing them in the 
service of the church. I do not believe it. 
There is no way to bring a person to Christ 
except under the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit. We do not believe that ordinarily 
that can be done by asking such people to 
act the part of a hypocrite by singing the 
praises of God, when such singing is not 
from the heart and therefore cannot be in 
earnest. Every time the church makes an 
unconverted person act the part of insin- 
cerity, or hypocrisy, you put that person 
where he is in no condition to yield to the 
gentle influence of the Holy Spirit. I think 
we make a great mistake when we put the 
unconverted into the choir to sing the praise 
of God. I cannot believe that such service 
is acceptable to God or helpful to the per- 
son. Work to bring the unconverted under 
the convicting power of the Spirit, for when 
he is so convicted, you will have little, if 
any, trouble to lead him to repentance and 
to life in Christ, and when that is done, 
you will have a-chance to get much more 
valuable service from such an one, and the 
service will have power in it. Do all you 
can to induce the unconverted to attend 
church services, but do not put them for- 
ward to lead in the services. If we are to 
win one to Christ truly, we must do it in 
God’s way. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The Conquering Church 


BY REV. A. W. ANDES, HARRISONBURG, VA. 


Text: “Who is she that looketh forth as 
the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with ban- 
ners?”’—Solomon’s Song 6:10. 

This text is a brief and graphic descrip- 
tion of the Church of the living God. The 
Church looking forth as the morning sug- 
gests the idea of the end of darkness and 
despair, and the ushering in of the light 
of a new day. Such the Church is and has 
always been. Wherever it has appeared, 
darkness has always given place to light; 
misery, wretchedness, and despair have 
been displaced by joy, cleanliness, and hope. 
The war-whoop of the savage, the midnight 
dancing and revelry of the cannibal give 
place to songs of joy and thanksgiving by 
the redeemed. Cramped and aching little 
feet are unbound, downtrodden womanhood 
is refined and exalted, dumb idols are torn 
down, and a living Christ manifested wher- 
ever the Church goes forth in her power. 
What a glorious privilege it is to be a light- 
bearer in such a light and life-giving organ- 
ization! 

Whence her light? Not from within. 
Like that of the moon, it is a borrowed 
light. Jesus is to the Church what the sun 
is to the moon—the source of its light. 

This being true, the light which we, the 
Church, shall receive from Christ, our great 
Luminary, will depend in the first place up- 
on our position with reference to Him. At 
certain seasons the sun shines upon us with 
a very feeble brilliancy because we are in 
such position as to receive the rays very 
slantingly. We are off to one side and not 
directly under the sun’s rays. So the 
Church or individual when not directly un- 
der the power and control of Christ receives 
but a feeble light. It is a part of our hu- 
man freedom either to place ourselves di- 
rectly at the disposal of Christ or to lean 
aside after the vain things of this world. 
The church that leans aside after the doc- 
trines of men rather than stand foursquare 
under the commandments of God will suf- 
fer from feebleness of light; likewise also 
the church that leans aside after commer- 
cial methods of supporting its work, or 
after worldly amusements to attract atten- 
tion. There are many churches (denomi- 
nations and local congregations) to-day 
that are leaning far to one wrong thing or 
another, and, in consequence, are receiving 
and reflecting only a very feeble light, if 
any light at all; but, praise the Lord, there 
are some that are standing straight and 
foursquare under the loving and powerful 
sway of the great Light of the World. 
These are the churches and people upon 
whom the Lord is depending to bring light 
unto such as sit in darkness. Can He de- 
pend on us? 

At certain periods the moon gives us no 
light because it has none for us. The earth 
gets in the way. How often it happens that 
some part of the Church is in a similar 
predicament. Some part of the earth gets 
in the way. It may be only a little wealth 
unconsecrated to the Lord, only a little 
pride, only a little selfishness, only a little 
worldly interest somewhere that gets in the 
way, but it shuts off the light and leaves 


the Church in darkness. Many a pastor’s 
first and biggest task is not soul-winning, 
as it ought to be, but getting a little of the 
world out of the way of the Church. 

The degree with which the Church re- 
ceives the light of Christ, and the  bril- 
liancy with which it shines forth is de- 
termined in the second place by atmospheric 
conditions, as is the case with any other 
luminary receiving or sending forth its 
light. 

One of the darkest clouds in the atmos- 
phere of the Church is indifference. As a 
result of this cloud, our Mission Board is in 
debt, there are all too few missionaries on 
the field, and many needy fields call in vain 
for help. The fact that we are not meeting 
the demands made upon us is not due to 
inability, but to indifference. And the fact 
that we have so many vacant pulpits is due 
in large measure to indifference on the part 
of the Church in giving adequate support 
to the ministers we already have (and min- 
isters are partly to blame for this) and in, 
a large measure to indifference in praying 
the Lord of the harvest to send forth more 
laborers. And the fact that we have so 
many vacant pews is due to indifference 
more than to anything else. Beyond all 
question many of those who seldom or nev- 
er go to church could go if they really 
wanted to. Many of the frivolous little ex- 
cuses that keep people away from church 
are not sufficient to keep them away from 
a fair or show of some kind. And many 
who are very irregular in attendance upon 
the regular church services find it possible 
to get there when the new preacher comes 
or there is otherwise some special attrac- 


tion offered. The underlying trouble in 
many cases is sheer indifference, not 
inability. 


It is this cloud of indifference that so 
largely shuts off the light of Christ from 
the Church, and thus causes the Church to 
shine so feebly. And the sad part of it is 
that this feebleness is caused not by the 
enemies of the Church, but by those who 
ought to be her friends and most ardent 
lovers. The burden of effort of the mis- 
sion secretaries, the editors of our church 
papers, and many of our pastors, is to drive 
this cloud away. To the extent that this is 
accomplished will our mission treasury be 
filled, our mission stations manned, open 
doors entered, our pulpits filled with de- 
vout worshipers, the earth filled with right- 
eousness, and heaven with the redeemed. 

If the Church is to receive her best light 
and do her best shining she must not only 
be in an atmosphere without clouds, but 
one most conducive to the Spirit’s work. 
Such can be found only in thorough conse- 
cration. This consecration is more than 
simply joining the church, more than just 
shuffling off the outer garments of ungod- 
liness, and donning the appearance of a 
Christian. It means that a genuine work 
of grace shall take place in the heart, and 
an abiding companionship with Jesus shall 
be formed. It means that the. whole life, 
including all our time, talents, and posses- 
sions, shall be fully surrendered to the 
Lord. If the Church dwelt in such an at- 
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mosphere as this, how bright her light 
would be for the sinful world about her! 
How angels would rejoice to see earth’s 
redeemed millions multiplying! , Much is 
said about the need of men, money, spir- 
itual power, special attractions, amuse- 
ments, and other things to keep the Church 
alive or make her go. Believe me, the su- 
preme need of the Church to-day is that 
she dwell in an atmosphere of entire con- 
secration to her Lord. When this fond 
dream becomes a living reality, such other 
things as are needful shall be added unto 
her, the kingdoms of earth shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and the Church 
shall shine out among the powers of earth 
“clear as the sun, and terrible as an army 
with banners.” 

This conquering Church, so far as the 
Christian Church is concerned, is the happy 
possessor of five beautiful banners which it 
should gladly hold up before the world. 

Banner No. 1. The Lord Jesus Christ 
Our Only Head. See Col. 1: 18; Eph. 1: 22, 
23. He is the Source of our light, of our 
inspiration, of our wisdom, and of our 
righteousness. He, being the Source of all 
these which are essential qualities for a 
Head of the Church, it is plain that He 
must possess them in a higher degree than 
one who has simply borrowed from Him. 
He is, therefore, better prepared to be the 
Head of the Church than any one else. If 
we mean to exalt Him as Head of the 
Church, we should not mock Him by putting 
a figurehead in His place. 


Banner No. 2. Christian Our Only Name. 
See Isa. 62:2; Acts 11:26; Eph. 3:15. A 
name is often a very significant thing. It 
is especially so in this case. A Christian 
is one who follows Christ, and honors Him 
by wearing His name. Others may honor 
the man who founded their particular 
branch of the Church, or they may honor 
some particular church doctrine or form of 
government by wearing some significant 
man-given name in addition to the beauti- 
ful God-given name Christian, but as for 
us, we prefer not to divide honors in this 
way, but to give all honor to the great Head 
and Founder of the Church by wearing only 
the beautiful name Christian. 


Banner No. 8. The Holy Bible Is Our 
Only Creed. See 2 Tim. 3: 15-17; Ps. 19: 
7, 8,11. The Source from which comes all 
the good we have is the Source from which 
the Bible came. Being of divine origin, it 
must of necessity contain more of truth and 
less of error than any human production. 
It seems strange that any man or set of 
men ever conceived the idea of writing a 
creed that in their judgment would be bet- 
ter than the Bible for correction and in- 
struction. Paul declared the Scriptures to 
be “sufficient.” If they are, then away with 
human creeds. If not, then away with the 
Bible, for an insufficient Bible would be a 
farce. But the good old Bible alone is good 
enough for us. 


Banner No. 4. Christian Character Our 
Only Test of Fellowship. See Mark 16: 16; 
John 11: 25; John 1: 12; John 6: 47. Inthese 
Scriptures the only thing we are exhorted to 
believe is to believe on Christ. When this is 
true of us we build character according to 
the divine model. Sin must. be cast out 
and purity of life and conduct must charac- 
terize us. We may not all believe alike 
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on many points of doctrine, but when we 
believe on Christ and are purified thereby 
we are all brethren and sisters in the Lord; 
and the hand of the Christian Church would 
be gladly extended in fellowship to every 
such brother and sister. As a natural con- 
sequence of this principle our hearts and 
our church services are open to all true fol- 
lowers of Christ, our communion table is 
spread for all, and our prayers are that all 
may work together as one mighty army to 
rout the hosts of sin. It is a pity so many 
other tests are often applied. It seems to 
me some of them, as well as some church 
names in common use, will be unnecessary 
at the gate of heaven. Are you a true fol- 
lower of Christ? If so, here is our hand 
in fellowship. Let us walk together, fight 
sin together, and enter heaven together. 

Banner No. 5. Private Judgment and 
Liberty of Conscience the Right and Priv- 
ilege of All. See Matt. 15:9; Acts 5: 29; 
1 Cor. 2:11-138; John 7:17; John 16: 13; 
Rom. 14: 4, 5, 11, 12. Taking the Bible as 
our only creed would be an awkward posi- 
tion unless we gave also just the privilege 
enunciated on this banner. To place the 
Bible in the hands of a convert, and then 
some man’s interpretation of it or creed on 
top of it as a rule of faith and practice 
would be highly inconsistent and grossly 
disrespectful of the Word of God. Peep in- 
to many churches at the close of a revival 
meeting and you see it done, but not so in a 
Christian church. This liberty of conscience 
is bounded on all sides by the Bible. Is it 
either too wide or too narrow? Even 
though it does not seem just right to some 
people it must seem just right to the great 
Head of the Church or He would have fash- 
ioned the Bible differently from the very 
beginning. As we wish the right of private 
judgment and the liberty of conscience for 
ourselves, we are willing to accord the same 
privilege to others, and we pray that the 
day may soon come when human shackles 
shall be struck from the consciences of 
men, and their untrammeled consciences 
and private judgment shall find free exer- 
cise in diving into the unsearchable riches 
of God’s Word. 

And may the day speedily come when the 
Church militant shall clarify her atmos- 
phere and shall shine in the splendors of 
a new day as with banners flying she 
marches on to victory in the name of 
Christ. 


LITTLE THINGS 


Every one can testify from their experi- 
ence to the far-reaching power of what, at 
least, seemed to be comparatively an insig- 
nificant object or event. 

A random conversation in a railroad car, 
or an accidental meeting with a friend in 
a place of business, or the picking up of a 
book to while away an idle hour. Some lit- 
tle things, such as these, has been the turn- 
ing point in every one’s character. So that 
humanly speaking, if that small event had 
not taken place the whole after conduct of 
life would have been changed. 

The same thing is true in the history of 
nations. A spark of envy in the bosom of 
Joseph’s brethren grew into settled enmity 
and led them to aim at the destruction of 
his life, and here commenced a series of 
events which became so vast and extended 
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as to form peace and friendship between 
two nations. 

A little boy in the arms of his mother 
sat at the prison door, where his father is 
suffering for conscience’ sake, is destined 
to be Isaac Watts. The sweet psalmist of 
the Christians of Israel, as the little hand 
which strokes the cheek of her whom he 
loves is ordained to hold the pen that shall 
instruct and edify the whole world to the 
end of time. 

As the little silvery circular ripple set in 
motion by the falling pebble, expands from 
its inch of radius to the whole compass of 
the pool, so there is not a child, not an in- 
fant Moses placed however softly in his 
tiny ark upon the sea of time whose exist- 
ence does not stir a ripple spreading out- 
ward and on until it shall have moved 
across and spanned the whole ocean of 
God’s eternity; stirring even the river of 
life. 

The educational influence of little things 
are much over-looked. 

The ambitious friends of Napoleon Bona- 
part taught him when a boy that he one day 
would be a great conqueror. And to inspire 
him with the same feeling, they formed 
mimic armies and set him at the head of 
them, by which there was revived in him, 
a spirit and love of conquest. And thus, 
he who, with the same care and expense, 
might have been a Luther, a Howard, a 
Wilberforce, was made, by the plays of 
childhood, the ambitious tyrant, was sent 
like a scourge across the continent of 
Europe. 

Voltaire, when five years old, committed 
to memory an infidel poem and was never 
able to undo its injurious influence upon his 
mind. He lived and died a corruptor of the 
world and thousands who have been ruined 
by him will bewail his memory through all 
eternity. 

The mother of Phillip Doddridge taught 
him to love God by sentences written on the 
tiles which composed the hearth-stone, and 
he lived to become one of the world’s bright- 
est ornaments and greatest benefactors. 

Even the smallest influence gives some 
shape and complexion to our principles. 
Little things make up character. 

The immensity of the divine works are 
composed of parts. Our globe consists of 
elements and even particles of matter com- 
prise the whole. 


The face of nature, when exhibiting its 
most beautiful scenery, is infinitely diversi- 
fied, yet spires of grass, plants, and leaves 
of trees are the component parts. 


The clouds which sometimes over-spread 
the heavens, are constituted of mists or 
vapor of air. Rivers, rills, and even 
springs may be considered as the fountain 
of the mighty deep. Storms of snow and 
hail and the falling showers give demon- 
stration to our senses that the things in 
nature are made of little things: 


“Little drops of water, 
Little grains of sand, 
Make the mighty ocean 
And the pleasant land.” 


To this law the character is not an ex- 
ception. A character for industry is ac- 
quired, not by some great and special ex- 
ertion, but by the daily and persevering 
pursuit of some useful occupation: An 
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amiable character is established, not 
by an exhibition of this spirit on any 
particular occasion, but by acts expres- 
sive of kindness in all the little social and 
business transactions of life. 


“Little acts of kindness, 
Little words of love, 

Make our earth an eden 
Like to that above.” 


In creation as much care, wisdom, and 
attention are expended on the least things 
as on the greatest. 

If we examine the leaves of the rose, we 
find it as perfect in taste, as delicately 
tinted and touched with the pencil of God, 
as the largest star that shines and stands 
before His throne. 

And thus we gather knowledge little by 
little, every day, which makes up the great 
storehouse of knowledge. Jesus also dur- 
ing His stay on earth, gave attention to lit- 
tle things as well as greater ones. 

We are accustomed, when speaking of 
His character and trying to show how 
grand it was, to point to Him stretching 
out His hand, laying it upon the crested 
waves of the unruly ocean, making it lie 
down—be still; the turning water into 
wine; opening the closed eyes, unstopping 
the deaf ear. But it is a question whether 
these are the highest proofs of His great- 
ness. At all events we find that while He 
displayed His mighty power in these great 
things, yet He descended to what we should 
call very minute things. 

After the miracle of the loaves and fishes 
He closes that stupendous evidence of great 
power by bidding His disciples to gather up 
the crumbs that remained, in order that 
nothing might be lost. When He arose 
triumphant from the grave, the great stone 
having been rolled away at His bidding, 
and all the obstruction of the tomb having 
been rent asunder at His word, the napkin 
that had been wrapped around His head 
was found, not left behind in a state of 
confusion, but rolled up and laid aside by 
itself. The very smallest thing, which com- 
prised the blessed Son of God, burial gar- 
ments was the napkin and it was not lost. 

What faithfulness in that which is least, 
the smallest events occurring in our every- 
day life often become the great ones. 

B. O. Hays. 

Center, Ind., March 3, 1916. 





THE PRESENCE 


BY WALTER S. PERCY 


That there’s a Presence indefinable 
Of some supreme divinity, who doubts 
That lives with senses open to the spell 
Of nature at her best? 

. Who scouts 
At evidence of manifest design 
In the appeal of color to the eye, 
Of rythm to the ear, in every line 
Of earth, the surging sea, the cloud-swept sky, 
The sun-kissed burden of the tree and vine, 
The fitted lives of wood-folk to their haunts, 
The hymen of the flowers, fruits, and birds, 
The human soul’s like love and rare response 
To nobler intuitions, thoughts, and words 
Which struggle to express the God-in-man 
Or God-in-choired-glory of the stars? 


These all, from dews that fall to heights that span, 
And numberless accords are living bars 

Of music in creation’s temple hymn, 

Whose tribute is the eloquent acclaim 

Of majesty and love, like seraphim 

Praising some high and worshipful a Name. 


East Smithfield, Pa. 





Every evil to which we do not succumb is 
a benefactor.—E'merson. 
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BY REV. JOHN Y. EWART, D. 


On a recent Sabbath morning I address- 
ed the prisoners in our county jail, and said 
to them, in substance, what follows here: 


“There is no difference: for all have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:22, 23). 

In one important sense, in God’s eyes, 
there is no difference between you who are 
in jail as prisoners and the rest of us who 
are not in jail. For all men are, by nature, 
sinful in God’s sight. Of every man and 
woman this statement of Jeremiah is true: 
“The heart is deceitful above all things and 


desperately wicked: who can know it?” 
(Jer. 17: 9) 
God sees and knows us altogether. We 


cannot escape His piercing, all-seeing gaze. 
“The darkness hideth not from thee; but 
the night shineth as the day; the darkness 
and the light are both alike to thee” (Ps. 
139: 12). 

There is a word in the Book which says 
that even our secret sins are “in the light 
of God’s countenance” (Ps. 90:8). There- 
fore all of us were born guilty, whether in 
jail or out of jail, all have sinned, there is 
none righteous, no, not one (Rom. 3:10). 

There is another word which says that 
he who has offended in one point is guilty 
of all. There are degrees of guilt, of 
course, just as there are degrees of merit. 
Some are more guilty than others because 
some have committed more outrageous sins 
than others, but behind the sin of every 
sinner is the sinful heart which makes 
every one of us guilty in God’s sight. It 
is not necessary, therefore, to break all 
God’s commands in order to be adjudged 
guilty any more than it is necessary to 
break all the links of a chain in order to 
break the chain. One violation of the di- 
vine law is sufficient to condemn us, there- 
fore we all, unless we repent, are liable to 
suffer the penalty of violated law, for “all 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God,” and “there is no difference.” 

In an interesting passage in the book of 
Joshua there is traced for us the history of 
a single transgression. A man named 
Achan had a first-class opportunity to steal, 
if he was so disposed. The victorious army 
of Israel, made victorious by the miraculous 
falling of Jericho’s walls, were forbidden 
to touch a single article of property found 
in the captured city. All that was valuable 
was to go into the treasury of the Lord— 
all else was to be destroyed. There was 
to be no looting, under penalty. Now, let 
Achan confess his own sin: 

“When I saw among the spoils a goodly 
Babylonish garment, and two hundred 
shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of 
fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them 
and took them, and behold they are hid in 
the earth in the midst of my tent” (Joshua 
41¢21). 

Look at the different steps in the trans- 
gression: “I GOW... I coveted...... I 
PORE: 008 they are hid,” and what was the 
sequel? Death for the culprit. James also 
has given us the natural history of a crim- 
inal act: 

“Every man is tempted when he is drawn 
away of his own lust and enticed. Then, 
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when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin; and sin when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death” (Jas. 1:14, 15). 

But I do not wish to dwell upon the guilt 
of men and women. Much less do I wish 
to dwell upon your individual guilt. Every 
soul knows its own bitterness. But if there 
is any man or woman here to-day who is 
blaming society or the laws of his country 
for his undoing, let me say, in all kindness, 
that the one you should blame most is your- 
self and your own sinful heart. As Robert 
Burns said: “The heart’s aye the partaye 
that makes us richt or wrang.” 

Just acknowledge that you are the au- 
thor of the crime, whatever it is, that has 
brought you behind the bars and you have 
taken the initial step and, I may say, the 
most important step to your deliverance 
from the penalties of the divine law, which 
are infinitely harder to bear than the pen- 
alties of any human law which you may 
have broken. 

Now let me come to the joyful announce- 
ment of God’s program for you. Jesus an- 


‘nounced it at the very beginning of His 


ministry. When asked to speak in the place 
of Sabbath worship one day in His home 
town, He said, among other things: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised” (Luke 4: 18). 

In an important sense we all come under 
the statements of that verse. We all need 
His gracious ministry in some particular. 

We are all poor. Poor in Christ-like 
character. Poor in the qualities necessary 
to pass muster on the Judgment Day. All 
of us ought to be broken-hearted in view 
of our sin. So many of us are broken- 
hearted over something that is sapping our 
very life. : 

And who is not a captive? All such are 
not in jail. Chains of bad habits, of preju- 
dice, of some kind of physical or moral 
slavery hold us fast. 

And the blind? They are everywhere. 
Even when they think they see all the truth, 
they are in darkness. 

And who is not among the “bruised?” 
Satan has bruised the life of us all in some 
way. It was so foretold: “Thou shalt bruise 
his heel” (Gen. 3: 15). 

So you see that in or out of prison, con- 
demned by human law, every man and 
woman of us needs the gentle and healing 
and ever-curative ministry of the Speaker 
in the Nazareth synagogue, the divine Son 
of God. 


And He now offers it to us through the 
blood of His Cross, through His risen life, 
through His ascension glory, for “He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us.” 


Prisoner, in or out of jail! He has a 
gracious pardon for you. His heart is all 
tenderness and sympathy for the man who 
is down. And He is able to save to the 
uttermost all who come unto God by Him 
(Heb. 7: 25). 

Reuben Johnson had been in a State pen- 
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itentiary nineteen years. He wouldn’t be- 
lieve that one of five pardons granted by the 
Governor was for him. His sentence was 
for life and, as his name was called, he 
looked around to see if there were not some 
other Reuben Johnson, more worthy than 
he. But no, the Governor had pardoned 
him! 

My friend, you are the man God loves, 
however unworthy you may feel. Take the 
offered gift of forgiveness and vow, by the 
grace of God, that you will live the redeem- 
ed life Christ has purchased for you with 
His precious blood. 

‘ What a wide outlook! What an illimit- 
able horizon! What treasures of grace and 
glory open up before your spirit-illumined 
eyes! What a royal welcome awaits you 
as you start back humbly, but hopefully, 
believingly, penitently, and resolutely to 
your heavenly Father’s house! 

Come back to-day! Start now! 


CHIMHAM 
(Longing) 
BY M. ALICE PINELLE 


My Lord, the King, O let me go with thee 

Into thy ‘kingdom over Jordan. Long 

I’ve waited for thy call, and now they say 

They’re gathering to bring back the King 
unto 

His own. Thy servant longeth sore to see 

The Father’s house made new, and gar- 
nished with 

The precious things of God, redeemed from 
earth. 

I’ve seen the beauty of the pleasant land 

Reflected in the glass of human sight. 

The blossoming fields, and trees fringed 


thick with green 

And fruits, ripe, luscious; balmy days of 
June— 

Full of bird songs and joy. They’re van- 
ished now. 


Lord, I am weary. When I seek to rest 

Close in some favorite spot, I’m rudely 
called 

To follow some unhallowed thing. Turmoil 

Is everywhere, and I am sick with pains. 

My Lord, O King, I’ve read that in thy land 

The dwellers know no pain, nor sorrow 


more, 
And that they build, and dwell therein, and 
plant 
And eat the fruits, and no more are pulled 


up 
To wander; or to struggle more in vain. 
Lord, let thy longing servant go with Thee 
Over this Jordan. Is it far to go? 


Thus — o King:—“Chimham shall go 


And I will > ‘ae him what seemeth good.” 
Ah! Lord, the King, since first thou went 


away 

Out “ the land, the years have gathered 
ast— 

Piled into centuries, and now the end 

Is near. Thy faithful saints are almost all 

Clean caueee over Jordan; yet Chimham 
wa 

And watches at the gate, longing for home. 

Come quickly, Lord, and bring Thy house- 
hold back 

Into Thy pleasant land, and be our King. 

The fields made desolate by sin, reclothe 

With ving. green, and make the hills re- 


und 
With ciada like the timbrel and the harp 
Of old. And give us rest, Lord, this is all— 
Only to be with Thee, Thy kinedom come! 





“When for a sufficient length of time men 
have offered up fruitless prayers and vain 
oblations the truth will dawn upon them 
that man, not God, is the war-maker, and 
@ new era of righteous activity will begin.” 
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“That They All May Be One” 


BY REV. RUE BURNELL, PLEASANT HILL, OHIO 


Any one who is acquainted with the 
Bible, in at least a small way, with recall 
Christ’s prayer, “That they all may be one, 
that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” In this time, when we are talk- 
ing and giving and praying and planning so 
much for the evangelization of the world, it 
seems to me that there can be no greater 
step taken toward that end than for the 
people who are trying to serve Christ to 
answer that prayer of His, which He has 
been waiting (and I believe with sorrow) 
all these nineteen hundred years for us to 
answer. I believe this will make the end 
we are striving for nearer to our grasp, 
more easily and quickly attained, than any- 
thing else we are doing or can do. 

It will make the question of finance, 
which has always been a great one, sink 
entirely into the background. I think we 
are spending enough money now to evan- 
gelize the world in a very short time; no 
longer, indeed, than it would require to 
transport the evangelists to the fields to 
be evangelized, and for them to do the work 
after they had once gotten there. I think 
the great majority of business men will ap- 
preciate this, which I believe to be the 
truth. 

Any one can think, without any effort, 
of a little town that he knows with five or 
six hundred people where there is a church 
for every two hundred people. There are 
many towns having three or more churches 
_with resident pastors that, as far as num- 
bers are concerned, could be served by one. 
Any one who has attended church services 
in towns knows that the average attend- 
ance for each church is little more than 
one hundred and twenty-five or one hundred 
and fifty people. If ina town of this kind 
each church should have its average crowd 
on Sunday morning, there would be three 
hundred and seventy-five or four hundred 
people in attendance. 


It would not require a large auditorium 
to accommodate four hundred people. It 
would be one of the biggest helps any 
preacher could have to have the privilege 
of speaking to an audience of that size, 
rather than the size to which he has to ac- 
custom himself. The mere fact that four 
hundred people were together in worship, 
rather than one hundred and fifty, would 
be a source of inspiration to at least nine- 
tenths of the people themselves. These are 
some of the psychological benefits at the 
immediate time that would result from all 
the people going together. 

The average pastor in a town of that size 
is paid at least twelve and one-half dollars 
per week (Most people will know that that 
is too low an estimate). That means nearly 
forty dollars per Sunday for preachers. 
The average expense of heat and light and 
other incidentals will be one hundred and 
fifty dollars or more per year, which, what- 
ever it may be, will be more for all the 
churches together than it would be for one 
large enough to accommodate everybody, 
making due allowance that the one would 
have to be larger than any one of the three 
or four. I think most business men and 
others, for that matter, will admit that for 


each one hundred dollars we are spending 
in towns of this size, at least fifty of it 
would not need to be spent there if we 
should all go together. In the larger towns 
and cities the waste, for such I believe it is, 
is equal to, or more than it is in the 
smaller towns. 

We would not think of conducting our 
public schools in this way, yet it would be 
just as reasonable, it seems to me, to have 
three schools in a town where one will serve 
the needs as to have three churches. We 
do not expect our children to all think alike 
in our schools, but we do not think it is 
necessary to have different buildings for 
them. Why would it not be better for us 
all to worship together than to have sep- 
arate buildings, because we do not happen 
to agree on the doctrine of the atonement, 
or trinity, or baptism? Would not the peo- 
ple who are not Christians think that we 
were more in earnest and more honest in 
our professions to follow Christ, whom we 
all try to represent to them as a loving, 
sympathetic Friend, if we would have love 
enough in our hearts to worship together 
under the same roof? Would it not be more 
consistent for us to continue in the union 
spirit which characterizes the meetings of 
all the great evangelists than for us to 
quarrel over the converts in our efforts to 
each get them into our own church? Would 
it not be much more pleasing to Christ 
for us to try to answer His prayer for us 
than for us to offer one of our own mak- 
ing, which is directly antagonistic to His? 

Would it not be better and more like 
Him to pray that the Spirit of Christ might 
come into the lives of men and enable them 
to help each other bear their burdens than 
to ask that they might be brought into our 
church, where they must, if they are to be 
true to their church, try to get other people 
into it? 

Would not the music of the church bell be 
sweeter, as it floated out on God’s air to His 
ears, if it were simply calling men to wor- 
ship, whatever their private opinion on doc- 
trinal points might be, than clanging out in 
an effort to be louder than the bell across 
the street from it, so that it might bring 
people to its sanctuary and keep them away 
from the other, or instead of the other? Is 
the world so apt to believe that Christ is 
in our efforts when they are directed al- 
most, if not quite, as much to keep people 
from another church as they are to bring 
them to our own, as it would be if we all 
worked together to bring them into fellow- 
ship with Him, even though their ideas 
may not be the same as ours all the way 
through? 

I believe that the great masses of the 
laity would gladly welcome church union. 
I am sure that it is true now that a lot of 
the people who subscribe to the different 
creeds do not give them serious thought, 
as to the doctrines they teach. They are 
simply wanting to accept Christ, and be- 
cause their people have been reared, or 
reared them, in some particular church, 
they: join it. After they have gone into 
their particular church, however, they al- 
most unconsciously develop a_ certain 
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amount of jealousy of other churches. I 
think Mr. Brierly described the relation of 
the churches properly when he said they 
were competitive. And as long as that is 
true, it is impossible for us to have the 
Spirit of Christ completely ruling our lives. 

I feel sure that in many instances the 
ministers themselves are keeping alive the 
divisions among churches. The laity has 
developed a wonderful movement in The 
Laymen’s Missionary movement. Is not 
the laity ready to demand church union, 
which would be its greatest aid in carrying 
on the work of the mission movement? 
Here is a chance, I believe, for the laity to 
do a wonderful work in building up the 
kingdom of Christ. I feel that a wonder- 
ful work will be much delayed till the laity 
does demand this forward step. Aren’t we 
ready to get consistent with ourselves? We 
do not claim that people who do not belong 
to our church, whatever that may happen 
to be, are not Christians (if their lives 
show that they are trying to build up the 
love of Christ in men’s lives), simply be- 
cause they do not belong to our church. 
Then aren’t we ready to allow them to have 
a church home with us, even though they 
do not believe the articles of our creed? 
Aren’t we willing to do away with creeds 
as bodies and simply let each man have 
his own beliefs, as long as he is by his 
life serving Christ as best he can? Surely 
we are willing to admit that one man may 
have as great reasoning powers as another, 
and may be as conscientious as another. 
And when we admit this, it seems to me, 
we must also admit that one man’s inter- 
pretation of the Scripture may be as nearly 
correct as another’s. Then we surely can- 
not feel that we are doing absolutely the 
square thing with our fellow men when we 
require them to believe, or profess to be- 
lieve, as we do, before we will fellowship 
them in our church. Since we believe that 
there are many people who are Christians 
who do not believe as we do, would we not 
be able to accomplish more for the glory of 
Christ, whom we all love, if we would tear 
down our denominational barriers, and in- 
stead of trying to counteract the work of 
each other, which we must surely admit 
that we are doing, at least to a certain ex- 
tent, where we have three or four or five 
churches in a community that could be serv- 
ed easily, as far as numbers are concerned, 
by one, and just all together take hold of 
the Spirit of Christ and put forth a united 
effort to build up His kingdom? 

Let us look back again to the Master, 
when He was here on earth with us, and 
see Him, when He had come almost to the 
close of His life, in the flesh, realizing that 
He was going away and leave the work for 
us to carry on, and conscious of our every 
need, just pouring out His very life in that 
wonderfully sweet and earnest prayer, 
“Now I am no more in the world, but these 
are in the world, and I come to Thee. Holy 
Father, keep through Thine own name 
those whom Thou hast given me, that they 
may be one as we are, that they all may be 
one; as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
Thee, that they also may be one in us; that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me, that they may be made perfect in one.” 


Modest doubt is called the beacon of the 
wise.—Troilus and Cressida. 
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An Unprecedented World-Situation 


BY DR. JOHN R. MOTT, NEW YORK CITY 


Recent visits to many of the principal 
battle-fields of the ‘Christian Church have 
impressed me with the strong conviction 
that the forces of pure Christianity are 
facing an absolutely unprecedented world- 
situation in the non-Christian world. 

It is unprecedented in point of opportun- 
ity, for nothing like it has been known in 
the annals of the Christian religion. There 
have been times when the opportunity in 
some one part of the world was as wonder- 
ful as now; but there never has been a 
time when, in Far East, in Near East, in 
Southern Asia, in 
all parts of Africa, 
in the East Indian 
island world, in 
many parts of Latin- 
America, as weil as 
of Latin-Europe,and 
Greek Europe, doors 
were simultaneously 
as wide open as they 
are to-day before 
the forces of the 
Christian religion. 

Unprecedented is this situation also, in 
point of danger. This is owing to the 
shrinkage of the world, through the greatly 
improved means of communication which 
have caused tne nations and races to act and 
react upon one another with startling 
directness, power, and virulence. The world 
has become a dangerous place, and nothing 
save the expansion of Christianity in its 
purest form can make it a safe home for 
man. This is not a matter of external ar- 
rangements, but of changing the motive 
life, the ambitions, the spirit of men; and 
only Christianity has shown itself to do this 
wonder-work. 


It is unprecedented also in point of ur- 
gency. This is true because so many nations 
are now in a plastic condition, and must 
soon become set like plaster on the wall. 
Shall they set in Christian or non-Christian 
molds? Christianity alone can answer that 
question. 

More urgent than ever is the situation 
because of the rising tides of nationalism 
and of racial patriotism sweeping over the 
continents of the non-Christian world. 
Everywhere I have gone in these recent 
years I have become conscious of the thrill 
of a new life—nations coming to their own, 
peoples being reborn. These national and 
racial aspirations, if taken advantage of by 
Christianity, will bring unexampled victo- 
ries; if not, these nations and races will 
become opponents and will greatly retard 
Christianity’s peaceful ministry to the 
world. 

The situation is more urgent than ever 
because of the rapid spread of the corrupt 
influences of so-called Western civilization. 
The blush of shame has come to my cheeks 
as I have seen how these influences from 
North America and the British Isles and 
Germany, not to mention other countries, 
are eating like gangrene into the less high- 
ly organized peoples of the world. 

Again, the situation is more urgent than 
ever because of the spread of the cancerous 
and leprous growths of the non-Christian 


Mr. Mott 





civilizations that are eating with great 
deadliness into the very vitals of Christen- 
dom. Even if I were not a Christian, I 
should believe profoundly in Christian for- 
eign missions, because at this time, when 
the world has at last found itself in its 
unity, no one in any part of it can longer 
be indifferent as to what is taking place in 
other parts. 

But, thank God! we are facing the most 
urgent situation the Church has ever faced 
because of the recent unparalleled triumphs 
of Christianity. Wherever I have gone, I 
have found a rising spiritual tide. The 
Christward movement among the peoples 
of the world is increasing not only in vol- 
ume but, in many parts of the world, also 
in momentum. Let me give you a glimpse 
of some of the remarkable things I have 
seen with my own eyes that reveal these 
Christward world-tendencies and move- 
ments. 

On my first visit to Russia, about four- 
teen years ago, I found it impossible to 
gain access to the educated classes of that 
great empire. At that time, if I had been 
found in a street-car with five Russian stu- 
dents, we should all have been subject to 
arrest. Our meetings then were necessarily 
held in secret between midnight and four 
o’clock in the morning. 

Now note the contrast: On my latest visit 
to Russia, the largest halls obtainable in 
the great university cities were taken to 
hold the multitudes of agnostic students. 
Virtually all the students are without re- 
ligion, yet they are the most religious stu- 
dents I have met. They have a thirst to 
find God, to learn His truth, and to experi- 
ence its power. I never shall forget those 
Russian faces reaching from the place 
where I stood up into the galleries, and al- 
most every face bearing its mark of trage- 
dy. I say “tragedy” advisedly, for more 
Russian students commit suicide each year 
than in all other nations put together. I 
believe it is true that a majority of the 
students of Russia have at least contem- 
plated suicide. 

These students not only came in multi- 
tudes and listened with that intensity that 
fairly draws out one’s soul, but they 
thronged me on every occasion, even on the 
street-cars. They seemed to think that if 
they could draw near me, as the messenger 
of the Christian students of America and 
other countries, they would find something 
to quench their thirst to know the truth 
that sets men free. 

Baron Nicolai and I left little bands of 
investigators of pure Christianity in all 
places we visited. In one university center 
I said to the audience, “All who would like 
to follow this Christ as I have been setting 
Him forth come to such a hall to-morrow 
afternoon at two o’clock.” The test was 
difficult, but more than four hundred stu- 
dents responded. I tried faithfully to put 
with elemental simplicity the facts concern- 
ing Christ as the sufficient Savior, and then 
I had that crushing experience of being 
obliged to leave those hundreds of student 
inquirers without any religious organization 
and without teachers. 
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In 1895, when I first visited Constanti- 
nople, I asked about getting across to the 
Mohammedan students. The missionaries 
said: “It is absurd for you to raise that 
question, for it would be dangerous—in 
fact, illegal—to attempt to hold assemblies 
of the so-called students in Turkey.” When 
we went on shipboard to leave Constantino- 
ple, we heard the crack of rifles shooting 
down Armenians at the door of a church 
where four hundred of them had taken 
refuge; and I was told on good authority 
that hundreds, if not thousands, of them 
had stones tied on their necks and were 
sunk in the Bosphorus. Why? Because they 
had the courage to think aloud. 

A little more than two years ago I went 
to Constantinople again. Think of the 
changes! I went to attend a conference of 
the World’s Student Christian Federation 
in the political capital of the Mohammedan 
world. Representatives of Christian stu- 
dents came together from twenty-five na- 
tions. For five days men from more than 
fifty branches of Protestant Christianity 
met in conference; and in addition Coptic 
Christians, Roman Catholics, Russian Or- 
thodox, and representatives from the other 
autonomous Greek churches. We did not 
apologize for our religious positions. Con- 
structively we set forth the meaning of 
Christianity and its world-program. Not 
only that, but every night, in five or six 
different centers in Stamboul and Pera, 
which are the largest sections of Constan- 
tinople, and in the largest halls we could 
secure—in one place in German, in two 
places in French, in one place in English, 
in one place in Armenian—apologetic lec- 
tures were given by professors from Amer- 
ica, Great Britain, and Germany. Here 
evangelistic appeals also were made by wit- 
nesses from all parts of the world. These 
halls were thronged not only with Armeni- 
ans, Greeks, Christians, Jews, but with Mos- 
lems in increasing numbers. 


When I was about to leave Constantino- 
ple to go into the Balkan States, a deputa- 
tion waited upon me and said: “You are 
making a mistake not to visit Stamboul 
University, the largest Mohammedan uni- 
versity, with eight thousand students.” I 
replied that if they could arrange a meet- 
ing I would go. They secured the largest 
hall available and I had a struggle to make 
my way to the platform with my inter- 
preter. Every seat was taken, as were all 
the spaces around the wall. Many men in 
the audience wore green turbans, which my 
interpreter told me indicated that the wear- 
ers were Mohammedan theological students. 
I expected difficulty, but with divine help 
I set forth Christ as the only Savior, and I 
never had a more respectful hearing. 


On my first visit to North Africa, I tried 
to find access to the Mohammedan students 
in Cairo, but it was impossible. A little 
more than two years ago when I raised 
the same question, the government officials 
said, “You may hold meetings for them, 
but we do not advise it. It will but fan 
the flames of fanaticism.” Some of the 
more conservative missionaries were amazed 
at the plan proposed, which was to secure 
the largest theater in Egypt for the meet- 
ings. As there was a play every night, we 
could not secure the use of the theater for 
the evenings when students were free, and 
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were obliged to content ourselves with a 
very unfavorable hour at the close of the 
afternoon. The first day I went down with 
some misgivings, but every bit of space in 
the house was taken. After the first day 
the police and some of the British soldiers 
kept order among the hundreds outside who 
could not gain admittance. Day after day 
I sought to set forth positively the truth as 
it is found in Christianity, without equivo- 
cation, but without making any attack upon 
Mohammedanism or even speaking against 
agnosticism. Attention was fixed upon the 
Living Christ. On the last afternoon, when 
the time came to give up the theater be- 
cause of the play, I had not finished, and I 
saw there was very intense attention. The 
audience was composed largely of Meham- 
medan students, and unbelievers from the 
government colleges. I put to them a prop- 
osition like this: “Those of you who would 
like to believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, 
if you could do so with intellectual honesty, 
meet me at the hall of the American mis- 
sion.” This was about half a mile away. 
To my amazement, when I arrived there, I 
found this hall filled with hundreds of stu- 
dents who had come in response to this in- 
vitation. It was one of those times when 
one stands face to face with the Living 
Christ, an experience which in itself is an 
evidence of the Living Christ. Christ not 
only was; He is, as much as any one living. 
I know this. I may have doubts on some 
questions, but I have had too many experi- 
ences of the power that worketh in Him, 
that raised Him from the dead, to have any 
mental reservation on this point. 
(To be Continued) 


A NEW LEAF 


He came to my desk with a quivering lip, 
The lesson was done— 

“Dear teacher, I want a new leaf,” he said, 
“T have spoiled this one.” 


In place of the leaf so stained and blotted, 
I gave him a new one, all unspotted, 
And into his sad eyes smiled— 
“Do better now, my child.” 


I went to the throne with a quivering soul, 
The old year was gone— 
“Dear Father, hast Thou a new leaf for 


I have spoiled this one.” 


He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one, all unspotted, 
And into my sad heart smiled— 
“Do better now, my child.” 


—Unknown. 


WHAT WILL WE DO? 

DEAR BROTHER BARRETT:—I notice in 
traveling over the country church houses 
with the name “Christian Church,” “Cen- 
tral Christian,” “First Christian Church,” 
ete., but when I consult the Annual, and 
Ministerial Directory, I do not find the 
church nor the minsters’ names who are in 
charge of said churches, but on further in- 
vestigation, I find a body of people occupy- 
ing these houses which is altogether differ- 
ent in theology and practice from the 
“Christians.” Are we losing our name? 
Can’t something be done to stop the fraud- 
ulent use of our name? 

I am often asked, “What Church do you 
preach for?” I answer, “The Christian 
Church.” Then I have to deliver a three- 
course lecture, free of charge, in order to 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


right myself with my questioner, and this 
confusion is becoming more aggravating 
every day. 

Now, brother, I think a good, strong 
article in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 
would be timely and go far towards stop- 
ping the fraudulent use of our name. If 
the name is ours, it is worth contending for. 
If we can’t hold it, justly and legally, we 
had better give it to the ““Name Snatchers” 
and adopt another—don’t you think? 

H. D. CAtrTe. 





We have again and again written very 
plainly and earnestly, demanding that fair 
play be given us in the matter of which 
you complain, but they go right on using 
it as if we had said nothing. If anything 
is to be done to gain the desired end, some 
other method will have to be adopted.— 
EDITOR. 


REST 


From self-life into Christ-life, 
Such a blessed, sweet release! 
To exchange a life of worry 
For His abiding peace. 
To lean upon His bosom 
In sweet communion blest, 
And feel His soothing touches 
Healing the soul’s unrest. 


From night of sin and sorrow; 
Into His marvelous light; 
From storm-tossed wreck and darkness 
Into the harbor bright. 
To trust in Him completely, 
To lean upon His breast; 
To know He watches o’er me, 
This is rest, sweet rest. 


To give all planning over 
Into His guidance so sweet; 
Never to seek for great things, 
Only a place at His feet. 
Never alone for a moment 
He is our abiding guest; 
Sharing our grief and gladness, 
Giving us rest, sweet rest. 


To cease our mighty efforts 
And wait His gentle call,— 
To give all trying over 
Find in Him our all in all. 
To cease from selfish wishes 
And find His way is best; 
This is perfect consecration, 
And this is perfect rest. 


JESSIE B. VAN SICKLE. 


IMMORTALITY—THE PROOF FROM 
INFERENCE 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Sir William Ramsay once said in an ad- 
dress before the chemical section of the 
British Association: “The subject of my 
remarks to-day is a new gas. I shall de- 
scribe to you later its peculiar properties, 
but it would be unfair not to put you at 
once into possession of the knowledge of 
its most remarkable property, which is this 
— it has not yet been discovered.” But he 
knew that this gas existed, because it was 
a necessity to explain certain facts. Its 
reality was proved by inference. 

That the universe is soaked in what 
scientists call “ether” as a sponge is soak- 
ed in water is proved only by inference, 
yet its reality is deemed as certain as if 
demonstrated in experience. 

We know “by actual experiment,” says 
John H. Holmes, “that light moves in waves 
like the waves of the sea. This being 
established, the question at once arises— 
waves of what?...... The moving waves of 
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light cannot be waves of nothing! They 
must be waves of something—of some ma- 
terial substance! And therefore do the 
scientists state, because of the observed mo- 
tion of light, that there exists...... a sub- 
stance which is invisible, inaudible, intan- 
gible, and yet is as real as anything that can 
be seen or heard or touched; and this sub- 
stance they call ‘either.’ From corner to 
corner of all this vast universe, that is, 
wherever a star shines or light darts, there 
broods this vast circumambient ‘ether.’ ” 

Cannot a similar argument be applied to 
immortality? Unless we live beyond the 
grave, the facts of life are not understand- 
able. Prof. John Fiske said: “I believe 
in the immortality of the soul as a supreme 
act of faith in the reasonableness of God’s 
work.” 

Why were we endowed with longings that 
can only be satisfied with infinity? Why 
are we instinctively religious and desirous 
of knowing God? Why did the Creator en- 
dow us with the capacity of loving, yet per- 
mit our loved ones to be taken away from 
us by death, if we are never to meet again? 
These, and many more questions, come to 
the mind and lead us to the belief in im- 
mortality in the same way as certain facts 
of which the scientist tells us lead to the 
belief in the reality of ether. Both are 
proved by inference. 

This form of proof is not advanced as 
a stronger argument than others; indeed, 
to most of us, the evidence from the Scrip- 
tures is sufficient. Some persons require 
more proof than others; and at the pres- 
ent time when there are many to whom 
the Bible is not authoritative, some may be 
impressed by such an appeal to their rea- 
son as the argument for immortality from 
inference affords. Many men and women 
have said they have been led to God through 
philosophical arguments when the testi- 
mony of Scripture had made no impression 
upon them. 


A PRESSING NEED 


The time has come when it looks as if 
we are compelled to permanently seat our 
church at Reidsville, in order to take care 
of our growing congregations. Will not our 
friends, North, South, East, and West, club 
together, and send us nine hundred dollars 
within the next month? The pastor will 
make the sacrifice (a heavy one for him) 
and give one hundred dollars, if the entire 
Christian Church will contribute nine hun- 
dred dollars, which will enable us to seat 
our new church. 

I feel confident that if our people really 
knew and felt the pressing need of the 
Reidsville church, as the pastor knows it 
to be, the necessary funds would be in hand 
in less than one week from this time. 

May the Lord direct the brotherhood of 
our beloved Zion to do their best for our 
mission church at Reidsville, N. C., and do 
it now. The need is imperative. 

Send your contributions to the pastor, 

5 L. I. Cox. 

Elon College, N. C. 


Love—it is the rule of fulfilling all rules, 
the New Commandment for keeping all the 
old commandments, Christ’s own secret of 
a Christian life—Henry Drummond. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF CHURCH ENTERTAINMENTS ? 
Does the Bible in Any Way Approve? . 


By Rev. A. Sims 


Modern schemes for raising money for 
God’s cause, as church fairs, lotteries, so- 
cials, bazaars, tea-meetings, etc., are sinful, 
for the following reasons: 

1. They are contrary to the teachings 
and examples of the Bible. The simple 
method of free-will offerings alone is ap- 
proved. See Ex. 35: 5-29; 2 Cor. 8 and 9 
chaps.; Luke 16:35; Matt. 10:8. Suppose 
Moses had got up a great bazaar to draw 
the surrounding heathens into his camp to 
get means to build a tabernacle? How 
would it harmonize with the character of 
the early Christians, to read in Paul’s epis- 
tle a direction to the saints to have festi- 
vals to raise money for the poor; or an ex- 
hortation to the godly women to get up a 
grand concert like our modern devices? The 
idea is erroneous and impious, that every 
dollar contributed to the cause of Christ, 
must receive a consideration in music, tea, 
oysters, or fancy articles. God demands 
free-will offerings, not expenditures that 
come from selfish motives, as a sort of an 
inducement to engage in them. Must we 
be bribed to duty with a stick of candy or 
a piece of cake? The money given in such 
ways is equivalent to saying: “Lord, I’ll 
take half of this money for personal pleas- 
ure, and you can have the other half.” Is 
this benevolence? If, in the spirit of willing 
and cheerful obedience, men cannot be per- 
suaded to give to the Lord, “hoping for 
nothing again” as an equivalent, we have 
the best reason to believe that he does not 
want such giving at all. Said a Presby- 
terian elder: “And now, brethren, let us 
have a supper, and eat ourselves rich. Buy 
your food, and then give it to the church. 
Then buy it back again. Then eat it up, 
and your church debt is paid.” As Rev. 
A. J. Gordon says: “To receive an equiva- 
lent in food or good for the money put into 
the Lord’s treasury, robs the offering of 
its richest element—that of sacrifice. The 
very savor and sweetness of a gift in the 
sight of God are contained in this, as abun- 
dant Scriptures show. In God’s reckoning, 
the value of an offering depends as much 
on what it costs the giver as on what it 
nets the receiver. Therefore the treasury 
of the Lord is vastly more enriched by the 
widow’s mite than by the widow’s muffins.” 





2. To seek the assistance of the world 
instead of obeying and trusting God for 
help is a flagrant sin. What would be 
thought of a wife whose faithful husband 
supplies all her wants, if she should dis- 
trust and dishonor him by going to his ene- 
mies for money; or, to obtain it, should 
open his -house for the entertainment of 
sensual pleasure-seekers? Yet such is the 
course pursued in these church entertain- 
ments. “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of this 
world is enmity with God? Whosoever will 
be a friend of the world, is the enemy of 
God.” “Woe to them that go down to 
Egypt for help.” The world loves its own. 
Of course, the churches that depend on the 
world for support, are obliged to please the 
world, and to conform to it. H. L. Hast- 
ings says: “If churches cannot live without 





dishonoring the Lord, let them die decently 
and speedily. When such cumberers of the 
ground are cut down, there may be room for 
other trees that will bear good fruit. If 
ministers of the gospel cannot be supported 
without resorting to such means to obtain 
a livelihood, let them go into their secular 
business, with their backslidden churches, 
and leave their room for men whom God 
has really sent to preach His Word. The 
commissioned messengers of Almighty God 
—sent to warn a slumbering world of ap- 
proaching judgment—are not dependent 
upon such sources for their support. This 
whole system of supporting religious wor- 
ship by the sale of gimcracks and the giv- 
ing of entertainments is a fraud. A relig- 
ion that cannot be sustained without such 
devices is not worth sustaining; and the 
ministry which is dependent for its support 
on this sort of ‘backsheesh’—begged from 
the votaries of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil—is a disgrace to the gospel which it 
professes to proclaim.” . 


8. These methods greatly blight the 
spiritual life and soul-saving power of the 
church. Long observation confirms this 
view. These fun-loving church members 
are merely a dead weight of baptized world- 
lings. Professing godliness and yet prac- 
ticing worldliness, they are making more 
infidels than all our enemies outside of the 
church. Many wonder why they do not 
have such powerful revivals as they had in 
former days. The real cause is to be found 
in the extreme worldliness that generally 
prevails among the ministers and members 
of modern churches. Their own sins are 
hindering the salvation of souls, and caus- 
ing the awful desolations in Zion. The 
craze for money to gratify pride and ambi- 
tion absorbs so much of their time and 
labor, that the salvation of souls is made a 
secondary consideration. Money and salary 
first, then a revival effort. If these so- 
called revival meetings should come in the 
way of another entertainment, they are 
easily postponed, for money they will have, 
whether souls are saved or not. A brother 
writing to us concerning a protracted meet- 
ing, says: “As yet only one soul has been 
converted. Yet it is not much wonder. 
During three weeks the meetings were 
closed three times for Christmas trees and 
the like.” To say that the Church of 
Christ cannot be sustained without these 
contrivances to beguile the world into its 
support, is to confess that Christianity is a 
failure. The practical effect of such a la- 
mentable confession is to lower the religion 
of the Bible in the estimation of the very 
persons whom it seeks to bless. Said an in- 
fidel: “I think your God must be in great 
need of money, if I may judge by the tricks 
which the churches practice to get it for 
Him.” Thus is the spread of the gospel 
hindered by this confessed weakness. A 
locomotive with the steam up not only goes 
without help, but it draws the train. Such 
is Christianity. Where there is real piety 
there is no need to call in flirts and fops to 
play and snicker over dolls and tomfool- 
eries. No indulgence is right which unfits 


us for holy communion with God. Contem- 
plate the gossiping, joking, and fun in such 
meetings, and then attempting to pray! 
Often these entertainments lead to disputes 
and divisions, and the devil thus steals 
away all inclinations to pray. “Neither be 
idolators, as were some of them, as it is 
written, The people sat down to eat and 
drink, and rose up to play.” All these un- 
seemly entertainments necessarily give 
sanction to an irreverent spirit in the place 
of worship, and educate society practically 
to disregard the sanctity of Jehovah’s 
house. The sacredness of the sanctuary is 
soon forgotten in the roars of giddy laugh- 
ter, stamping of feet, and rehearsal of silly 
anecdotes. 

4. These entertainments lead to a for- 
getfulness of God, and beget in the minds 
of the young a taste for amusement else- 
where. The pieces and parts acted on the 
platform engender a love for theatricals; 
and from the church performance they go 
to the theater. A young man that had been 
employed at a theater said that he had re- 
ceived in Sunday-school concerts his first 
training and taste for the stage. 


A SAD PICTURE 


The Lord desires that the church shall 
be filled with people who are alive and 
active. Jesus said on one occasion, “Fol- 
low me; let the dead bury their dead.” 
He wants live men in the pulpits and in 
the pews, in church and - Sunday-school 
work. What a sad sight to behold those 
who are spiritually dead, endeavoring to 
perform the work of the Lord. In 
Garden Spots in the Old Testament may 
be found the following on this subject: 

In the Ancient Mariner there is one of 
the strangest pictures. At first one is 
tempted to feel that there is nothing like 
it in all the world, but there is. Its counter- 
part is often found in a church. Coleridge, 
in one part of that wonderful story, repre- 
sents a ship at sea with the seamen all 
dead, and yet rising up to man the ship— 
there were dead men pulling the ropes, dead 
men steering the ship, dead men spreading 
the sails. You may declare that was but 
a poetic fancy, but I declare I have seen 
churches that remind me of this strange 
dream of the imagination. I have seen 
men who seemed to be spiritually dead in 
the pulpit, in the choir, among the church 
officers, in the membership, the deacons 
seemed dead, and often dead men and wom- 
en seemed to be sitting in the pews. Now, 
what is the difference between these ‘two 
scenes? Only this one was a poet’s picture, 
while the other is so frequently a reality in 
many of our churches. 

When lifeless preachers discourse to a 
dead people what kind of results are to be 
expected? It is often amusing to listen to 
some who are spiritually dead as they sit 
in judgment concerning the actions of those 
who are spiritually alive. They talk learn- 
edly about the-course that ought to be pur- 
sued by God’s people, while they are no 
more qualified to sit in judgment of them 
than would a raw heathen be qualified to 
pass judgment upon the merits of a scien- 
tific book. Of course, the heathen would 
not try to do so, while the others do not 
hesitate to pronounce judgment on things 
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they do not understand, as ridiculous as it 
sometimes appears. “He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.” “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly.”—-Free Methodist. 


REDEEMED, BUT DO NOT KNOW IT 


BY HATTIE BRADFORD SPOOR 


Almost two thousand years ago 

Down to this world the Savior came, 
And, yet, two-thirds of all the race 
Have never heard His precious name. 


How sad to think that one dear soul 
For whom the dear Redeemer died, 
Should never hear the joyful news, 
Of saving grace should be denied: 


Millions on millions live and die 
Mid deepest shades of heathen night, 
They plunge into the great “unknown” 
Without one ray of gospel light. 


“Redeemed? We did not know it,” 
Two-thirds of all the race would say 
If the Lord should call the nations 
Before Him in judgment to-day. 


Redeemed? We have always known it 
Since we knelt at our mother’s knee, 

But what have we done for the heathen, 
For the lost ones over the sea? 


May Zion awake from her slumbers, 
Her children all purified be, 

Then will they say like the prophet: 
“Here, Lord, am I, send me, send me.” 


The rich will then open their coffers, 

Their treasures no longer withhold, 

The poor will bring in their off’rings, 

There'll be plenty of silver and gold. 

Young men and young maidens by thou- 
sands, 

Yes, tens of thousands there’ll be 

Ready to bear the glad tidings 

Of salvation over the sea. 


The heathen will listen astonished 
To redemption’s story so sweet. 
And many will come in submission 
And bow at the dear Savior’s feet. 


“Redeemed!” they’ll say in their gladness 

When their souls are flooded with light, 

And the angels will shout, “Hallelujah!” 

As they look on the beautiful sight. 
Winooski, Vt. 


MY HEART BLEEDS 


To see, actually, the awful indifference 
shown by some pastors, regarding the tak- 
ing of the regular offerings as asked for by 
the conferences and The American Chris- 
tian Convention. 

I know that a real pastor is a very busy 
man, but I fail to see how that can excuse 
him for not really knowing when these 
offerings are to be taken, or for what the 
offering is really to be taken for, or the 
amount expected of his church. 

I know of a church where, were it not 
for the promptness of some faithful mem- 
ber (a HERALD reader, to be sure) the 
pastor would scarcely ever think that it 
was the day for a certain regular offering, 
much less have a sermon bearing on that 
subject. Too often the pastor says, we 
will now take the offering for so and so, 
and try to make it as liberal as you can, 
but we are not expected to do everything 
they ask of us. Just give as you feel you 
ought to. By that time, many of the mem- 
bers haven’t any “ought to” feeling at all, 
and for decency’s sake, throw in a dime, 
where it ought to be a ten-dollar bill. How 
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can you expect any enthusiasm on the part 
of the church, when the pastor is so disin- 
terested? 

Then some pastors say there are so many 
collections, I sometimes forget some of them. 
Now the blame isn’t all with the pastors, or 
even a large per cent. of the pastors, but 
the members also are largely to blame. They 
will not take the church paper. Too mucn 
money, ought to be published for half. I 
don’t believe in supporting so many high- 
priced editors and publishers and this and 
that and the other, etc., ete. They had 
rather take the small subscription price, go 
to town, buy some 5c cigars, 25c candy, see 
the picture show—the real good ones you 
know—for no church member wants (7?) to 
see the ordinary ones and maybe come home 
less five dollars for the family. Had they 
better not spend a little of that to give the 
family church news for a year, something 
that would impress them for good? Surely, 
yes. So, the most of this non-giving is a 
mere matter of ignorance. No knowledge 
along this line from the pastor and no read- 
ing on the subject. Once you get a church 
reading THE HERALD and the preacher ex- 
plaining giving as the regular part of 
church work and the offerings increase im- 
mediately and the church is awakened. 

I think it is just as much a part of wor- 
ship to give as to pray, and we get just 
as much blessing from it. A real giver 
knows for himself that it really and 
truly is “better to give than to receive.” 

Let us wake up to the fact that we ought 
to support our own publishing interests, 
and those in charge, and let that neglectful, 
not-caring pastor, make a memorandum of 
all church offerings and look at it every 
Sunday night before retiring and see what 
is coming in two weeks. This would give 
him time for preparation that he might in- 
struct his members how to give profitably, 
which means largely. 


PATRIOTIC PROGRAM 


The Board of Home Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A., 156 Fifth 
Avenue, N. Y., sent out a beautiful “respon- 
sive reading” program, to be used in their 
Sunday-schools on Home Mission Day, the 
Sunday following Washington’s Birthday. 
Dr. Adams, the able and much-loved pastor 
of the Presbyterian church at Lake Alfred, 
Florida, and myself were the speakers, last 
night, at the Presbyterian church. Brother 
McCall, the prompt and efficient superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school, was very 
happy over the liberal contributions for 
home missions. I give a part of the re- 
sponsive reading: 


Supt—How many of the American peo- 
ple live in country villages? 

School—More than one-half live in the 
open country and villages, and are support- 
ed by farming, the greatest of all indus- 
tries. 

Supt—How many of our churches are 
country churches? 

School—More than seventy per cent. of 
Presbyterian churches are country churches. 

Supt.—What are the chief needs of coun- 
try communities? 

School—Better farming, in order that the 
farmer may prosper and better serve our 
country; suitable common schools to edu- 
cate country children for country life; 
country churches, with pastors who live 
with the people and maintain regular wor- 
ship, with Sunday-schools which have the 
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spirit of service and giving, to consecrate 
the gifts of God and nature to the use of 
the kingdom of God. 

Supt.—What can the country church do 
for the nation? 

School—It can inspire the farmer in his 
hard toil of providing food for all, which 
is a service he renders to the whole 
country. 

Supt—How can Americans imitate 
Washington, while obeying Christ. 

School—By respecting all work that cre- 
ates and produces, for Washington was a 
successful farmer: by giving up their own 
when the country has need, as Washington 
gave up his beloved farm and sacrificed 
much gain to obey the spirit of a free peo- 
ple yet unborn. 

All—George Washington might have 
been king, but he became obedient to the 
Spirit of God, creating a new nation. 

“Have this mind in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus.” 

PRAYER for the country churches of- 

the land and for the whole home mis- 
sion cause. 


D. A. LONG. 


A STORY OF CHRISTLIKE DEVOTION 


The poem which appears below has been 
asked for by several Advocate readers. A 
score of years ago a young woman mission- 
ary to the Congo region, in the heart of 
Africa, was returning to her home land on 
furlough. Every detail of her trip had 
been arranged and her baggage even put on 
board the steamer on which she was to sail 
when she was suddenly stricken with Congo 
fever. She died in a few hours. Among her 
effects found when her trunk was opened 
was her Bible. On the inside cover of this 
book, drawn in beautiful characters and 
with different-colored inks, was this poem, 
written by George Macdonald: 

I said, “Let me walk in the field.” 

He said, “No; walk in the town.” 


I said, “There are no flowers there.” 
He said, “No flowers, but a crown.” 


I said, “But the skies are black, 
There is nothing but noise and din.” 
And He wept as He sent me back. 
“There is more,” He said. “There is sin.” 


I said, “But the air is thick, 
And fogs are veiling the sun.” 
He answered, “Yet souls are sick, 
And souls in the dark undone.” 


I said, “I shall miss the light, 

And friends will miss me, they say.” 
He answered, “Choose to-night 

If I am to miss you, or they.” 


I pleaded for time to be given. 
He said, “Is it hard to decide? 
It will not seem so hard in heaven B 
To have followed the steps of your Guide.” 


Then into His hand went mine; 

And into my heart came He; 
And I walk in a light divine, 

The path I had feared to see. 

It was said of this woman that “the na- 
tives of the Congo River simply adored her; 
her consecration, her purity of life and her 
personal love for them made her a queen 
among them.”—Christian Advocate. 


When you do another a service, do it 
cheerily. No one is ever grateful for a 
kindness which is bestowed with an air of 
being costly. As a rule, people are grateful 
for benefits in proportion as the benefactor 
belittles them. The more you make of your 
kindness, the less gratitude you may ex- 
pect.—Young People’s Weekly. 
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KNOWING HIM 


BY JESSIE B. VAN SICKLE, LOGAN, OHIO 


“That I may know Him, and the power of 
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being made comformable unto His 
death.”—Phil. 3:10. 


People of to-day are seeking knowledge, 
but in their mad rush and zeal to gain the 
wisdom of the world, they forget to seek 
the one thing needful, a real heart knowl- 
edge of God. They are so busy with the 
cares of the world that there is no time to 
sit at the feet of Jesus and learn of Him, as 
did Mary of old. Plenty of time and room 
for everything else, but very little, if any, 
for Jesus. The world is busy seeking some- 
thing that will satisfy, but no matter how 
wise or eloquent we may be, there is no 
real satisfaction without His presence. 

Paul was one of the most learned and 
scholarly men of his day. He had studied 
at the feet of Gamaliel, and received a 
knowledge of the law. Yet before his con- 
version, he was utterly ignorant of God. 
Worldly knowledge will not reveal the 
things of God. Before we can know the 
deep things of God we must know God Him- 
self. A few years ago a college professor 
in one of our State universities, while vis- 
iting in my home, came in contact with a 
religious book treating of a very deep sub- 
ject, and asked permission to have the book 
for a few weeks. I told him I feared the 
book was rather deep water for him and 
that he would not understand it. He re- 
plied that with his education he could mas- 
ter anything, and carried the book away in 
triumph; but in a few days he returned it, 
saying it was the dryest and queerest book 
he had ever seen, he simply could not get 
one thing out of it. Why was it? He lack- 
ed the one thing needful, he did not know 
God, so of course could not understand the 
deep things of God. On the other hand, I 
have known the most ignorant and illiterate 
persons, after they knew the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their personal Savior, to talk flu- 


ently on the deep and hidden things of 
God. 


Paul was not only a learned man, but he 
had received authority from the magistrate 
to persecute the followers of our Lord. Go- 
ing to Damascus on this errand, he met the 
real, living Christ. Perhaps he had heard 
of Jesus, who was called the Christ, but 
now we find him preaching Christ, who is 
the Son of God. He knew Him now. He 
had become his own personal Friend, he 
was now a joint-heir with Him. People 
marveled at the change in his life, and said, 
“Is not this he, that destroyeth them that 
called on this name in Jerusalem, and come 
hither for that intent, that he might bring 
them bound to the chief priests?” 


Yes, this was he, but his really knowing 
the holy Nazarine had transformed his life 
and his ambitions. They tell me he was 
a little fellow physically, never had very 
good health, always bothered by a thorn in 
the flesh, some of his best friends left him, 
many of the converts of his own meetings 
hid away, he was in peril among false 
brethren, imprisoned, shipwrecked, beaten, 
chained, but was able to shout through it 
all—because of his great learning? No. 
Because he knew Him. Just hear him shout, 
“I can do all things through Christ, which 


strengtheneth me.” When we see those who 
oppose the people of God, and despise the 
thought of living free from sin in this 
world, our hearts cry out to God, “Oh, that 
they knew our Chris‘, and the power of His 
resurrection!” 

Then after we reccive the first revelation 
of Him, and “have passed from death unto 
life,’ we have the remainder of our lives 
to learn to know Him better. It takes more 
than an introduction to make us acquainted 
with people, but as we live in their pres- 
ence, come in contact with them day after 
day, month after month, we learn to know 
them. As they approach we recognize their 
step, and distinguish their voice from oth- 
er voices. Just so it is in becoming ac- 
quainted with God; the longer He lives with 
us, the better we learn to know Him. There 
is such a multitude of spirit voices, and at 
first it may be difficult to distinguish His 
voice, but as we listen more closely to His 
voice, we recognize it above all others and 
run at His bidding. Strange voices call to 
us, saying, “Lo, here am I,” but how unlike 
the familiar still, small voice! 


As we go on and test His promises, and 
find them true, a sure foundation, we learn 
to trust Him more. We see those about us 
who are confused and in doubt, yet we 
“know whom we have believed.” How could 
we insult Him by doubting His Word? Oh, 
weak, fearful heart, do not fear to rely on 
the Word of God; launch out on His Word, 
give all doubting over and you can know 
Him, to your own satisfaction. 


But Paul not only desired to share the 
joys of His Lord, but also asked that he 
might know Him in the fellowship of His 
sufferings. Paul loved Jesus with a pure 
love, and pure love will never refuse the 
suffering. “But we glory in tribulation, 
also knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience; and patience experience; and ex- 
perience hope; and hope maketh not asham- 
ed; because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is 
given unto us” (Rom. 5: 3-5). In the midst 
of the thickest persecution and suffering, 
just hear him shout, “Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more. and exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). Is that 
the way you do when sorely oppressed and 
afflicted? Paul believed in experimental re- 
ligion. None of your “hope so, guess so, 
maybe so” experience for him, but he knew 
Him, and was in the habit of getting blest. 
Say, I like a shouter, and pity and pray 
for a pouter. I like a shiner, rather than 
a whiner. I love to look back at our breth- 
ren of the early Christian Church. What 
strong, mighty men and women they were, 
spiritually! They were happy to endure. 


Just listen to James: “Count it all joy 
when you fall into divers temptations” 
(James 1:2). Stephen counted it joy to 
suffer for Jesus, until his face shone like 
an angel’s, but it was nothing to the joy 
he experienced afterward when he learned 
up yonder that Saul, the persecutor, had 
become Paul, the apostle. How few of us 
to-day think of the blessings that are sure 
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to follow, if we are faithful while in the 
trial! 

Many a saint has learned afterward that 
the kicks, cuffs, and stripes he received 
were a real blessing at the time, though he 
did not know it. I know a minister who 
was expelled from his conference and the 
Christian Church because he preached the 
truth and stood true and firm for Bible 
doctrine. At the time he did not see how 
that could be a blessing, but he knew God 
and trusted Him. He became prominent as 
an evangelist, reaching thousands of souls, 
which, had it been otherwise, he never could 
have done. Now he understands fully how 
the persecution was a real blessing in dis- 
guise. 

The promotion that came to the Hebrew 
children was working out while they were 
in the fire. They could have stayed out and 
thus missed the promotion, but they would 
not yield. They knew God and it was a joy 
to mind Him. I’m glad we have some 
preachers who know Him, and though men 
may tell them to preach no more in the 
name of Jesus, they will obey God rather 
than man, and say, “It is better,” though 
just beaten, and a jail in sight. 

Jesus, during His entire earthly ministry, 
was persecuted, misrepresented, and misun- 
derstood. On that awful night in the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane, He suffered such un- 
told agony that He sweat great drops of 
blood. He was indeed “a man of sorrows, 
acquainted with grief.” 

We may tell Him we love Him, but do we 
prove it by our lives? If we can be fitted 
for a life of usefulness, through trial, trib- 
ulation, testing, and suffering, do we say, 
“Thy will be done,” and shout over it, or 
do we pout and whine? 

Oh, beloved, remember— 


“God has His best ‘things for the few 
Who dare to stand the test; 

He has the second best for those 
Who will not have the best.” 


As we with Paul, utter the prayer, “That 
I may know Him,” we cannot expect an 
easy path. Many times the way He chooses 
to reveal Himself to us is just the very 
opposite from that which we would choose 
ourselves. We ask Him to separate us unto 
Himself, and He permits loved ones to mis- 
understand and friends to forsake and mis- 
represent us. Although our hearts ache, 
and there seems to be no one to sympathize 
with us, and disappointed with everything 
else, we rejoice that we do know Him, and 
fly to Him, pillow our weary heads upon His 
bosom, and there pour out our sorrows, 
knowing He understands and cares. Dur- 
ing such times we learn to lean on Him 
alone and to know how to appreciate His 
love. 
“Every heavy burden He will gladly share, 
Are you sad and weary? Jesus has a care; 
Well He knows the pathway o’er life’s burn- 

ing sands, 
Courage, fainting pilgrim, Jesus under- 
stands. 


Though temptation meet you, Jesus can 
sustain, 

Life has vexing questions which He can 
explain; 

Serve Him where He sends you, though in 
distant lands, 

Do not doubt or question, Jesus understands. 


Yes, He understands, all His ways are best, 
Hear, He calls to you, ‘Come to me and 
rest; 
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Leave the unknown future in the Master’s 


and, 
Whether sad or joyful, Jesus understands.” 


We ask Him to teach us to trust Him, 
and He seems to turn His face from us, and 
does not commune with us as before. The 
enemy accuses, everything is an apparent 
failure, and it seems as though the little 
faith we have will be wrecked. But though 
God seems to be afar off, He is just at our 
side. He tells us in His Word, that we will 
not be tempted above that we are able to 
bear. Only those who really know Him can 
have any idea of the value to these precious 
promises. It is during these trying times 
that we grow in grace, and become useful 
instruments in His hands. Why don’t you 
know it is the severe storms that strengthen 
the oaks? If you go through a forest after 
the large timbers have been cleared out, 
you will notice many of the small trees are 
blown down. They had been sheltered from 
the storm all their lives by the great, strong 
trees, and their roots only spread a little 
below the surface, so of course they could 
not stand alone; so they never became use- 
ful. How we need to know God, and to learn 
to lean on Him alone! Is it any wonder 
He removes all props from us? But if you 
and I would be strong, we must allow Him 
to.do it. It is only as we fully yield our- 
selves to God that He can reveal Himself 
to our hearts. It is then that our whole 
being cries out, “I beseech Thee, show me 
Thy glory.” 

The one great need of the world to-day 
is ministers that really know Him. Some 
folks will tell you that to be a student is 
sufficient, but I beg to differ from them. 
I agree that a minister should be well 
trained, a learned man, given to much study 
(2 Tim. 2: 15), but unless he really knows 
God and knows how to pray things “clear 
through,” and bring down the answer, he 
can only expect failure. No matter how 
wise a man may be, in human learning, he 
needs divine aid, and to live a prayer life, 
if he would be a successful soul-winner. 
Oh, beloved, are we depending on our own 
wisdom and knowledge, or do we really 
know Him. Let this be our daily prayer, 
“That I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection.” And may we say from 
the depths of our souls, 


“Nearer, my God to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee, 
E’en though it be a cross 
That raiseth me; 
Yet all my song shall be, 
Nearer, my God to Thee.” 


THE PREACHER’S PAY 
BY BONIFACE, IN “THE RELIGIOUS HERALD” 


Come, read these lines, ye preachers all, 

And see, for sooth, if ye are true: 

I bring you face to face with Paul, 

And bid you seek to find anew 
Just whether ye are full-formed men, 

Or only men of meagre parts; 

Come, trim your smoking lamps again, 

And know the truth as to your hearts. 

I do not ask what you are doing. You 
publish and proclaim the great, good news; 
you minister the gospel of God’s infinite 
grace to lost, suffering, guilty men. But 
now—why are you doing this? And when 
and where do you expect to receive your 
reward? 

Some of you are making well-nigh des- 


perate efforts to live respectably on next-to- 
starvation salaries, burdened with debts 
which your own and your families’ needs 
have compelled you to incur, and giving— 
meanwhile—out of your slender incomes a 
large part of what is put to the credit of 
your ehurches for missions, education, and 
other forms of Christian enterprise. Other 
men, less gifted and able, and far less dili- 
gent than yourselves, are living in comfort, 
or even in luxury, storing away at least a 
little for sickness, for possible old age, for 
burial expenses, and seeing their children 
well started in the struggle for honorable 
self-support and for usefulness. 
“Sickness!” “Old age!” “Burial!” “Chil- 
dren!” It humiliates you to think that in 
sickness you will have to be treated by some 
kind-hearted, but perhaps unbelieving phy- 
sician as an act of “charity.” You almost 
shiver and turn pale at the reflection that 
if old age overtakes you, you will have to 
endure the pangs of a sense of dependence 
—dependence, perhaps, ‘upon some for 
whom you would now so gladly spend and 
be spent. You are quite sure, it may be, 
that when the end shall have come, your 
body will have to be “put out of sight” at 
some sort of “public expense,” and that 
your final earthly resting-place will remain 
forever unmarked. “Children’”—it. almost 
maddens you now to think of them as doub- 
ly handicapped through life by the half- 
reasoning demands that will be made upon 
them, and their own incomplete preparation 
and equipment. The kindly recognition, the 
love, the gratitude, the honors which now 
come to you—a sweet music, a refreshing 
draught, a gladdening light—may at any 
moment fail you, and—at best, cannot for 
long outlive your own active services. 
But I began with a promise to set you 
“face to face with Paul,” and the broadly 
implied suggestion that the motives and 
hopes which constrained and inspired him 
should be yours also. Take up your New 
Testament and read again what he says at 
Philippians 2:16, 17: “That I may have 
whereof to glory in the day of Christ, that 
I did not run in vain, neither labor in vain. 
Yea, and if I am poured out as a drink- 
offering upon the sacrifice and service of 
your faith, I joy and rejoice with you all.” 


THE HEART-BROKEN 


With all the joyous tidings for some peo- 
ple, others are sick and discouraged. Neith- 
er song nor sermon appears to them any 
good. Look into their sad eyes, and you 
see that a broken heart calls for prompt 
and persistent attention. It means the per- 
sonal sympathy and Christian love immedi- 
ately. It requires wisdom, skill, and the 
Spirit of the Master to stay the sturdy 
qualities that are on the outward march in 
the breast of that broken heart; nothing 
less will summon them back to rally there, 
and to turn the sad route to a forward 
stepping move toward better things. What- 
ever the blow that breaks the heart, the 
sparkle soon leaves the eye, the elasticity 
goes from the step, and the song goes out of 
the soul. Is that your son on the dark moun- 
tain of sin? Is that your daughter who is 
walking the primrose path of dalliance? 
How thankful you will be if some one can, 
and will, lead your son to the Father’s 
house! What a thrill of joy, if some one 
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leads your daughter to choose the “good 
part.” Plant some rosebud in the crevice 
of some broken heart, that it may bloom, 
and shed its fragrance through some sad 
soul. D. A. L. 


HUMAN LENSES 


In summing up things that we say and do, 

In millions of things, there are not a few, 

But many a thing in our point of view, | 

We owe to the “lens” we are looking 
tnrough. 


When something has happened to spoil our 
scene, 

Or some one has managed to come between, 

That makes us feel sinister, hard, and mean 

The eye of our “lens” has a tinge of 
“green.” 


And when our own interests, alone we seek, 

And try to impose on the poor and weak, 

Forgetting the “Personage,” low and meek, 

Then back of our “lens” is a “yellow 
streak.” 


And when we act after we’ve time to think, 

And always stop short when we reach the 
brink, 

Been tem’rate in all that we eat and drink, 

The tone of our “lens” is a dainty “pink.” 


No matter whatever we’ve done and said, 

No matter whatever hangs over our head, 

We never, one moment, having wished we 
were dead 

The “lens” we see through is a “rosy red.” 


Sometimes when we follow a beaten track, 

And we would go forward, go sliding back 

It’s something like trying to peer through 
a crack, 

And the “lens” that we’re using is densely 
black. 


And when we’ve great wealth and position 
made 

And chosen of things that will “rust and 
fade” 

And then we want all of them on parade, 

Our “lens” has a “purple and ermine 
shade.” 


But when, in our lives, we have won re- 
nown, . 
Seen everything straight, and not upside 


own, 
And met with a smile ev’ry worldly frown, 
We look through a “lens” of a “golden 
brown.” 


And when troubles come, as they often do, 
They come to us all, as they come to you, 
And ev’rything takes on a sombre hue, 

Get rid, if we can, of that “lens” of “blue.” 


And when we have traveled a long, long 


way. : 

And lived’ to December from childhood’s 
May, 

And then we have moments to while away 

Our “lens” has been softened to “silver 
gray.” 

*Twere more to the purpose, if only, we 

Would have an eye single to all agree, 

Then put on a pure white “lens” and see 

The beautiful world this was meant to be. 


CARRIE E. JOHNSON. 
Griswold, Iowa. 


It takes love to see. Love saw more in 
Matthew than anybody; and sees more in 
you, my brother, than anybody else; and if 
no one wants you, He does. If no one cares, 
He does; and if you think there is not a 
friend in the world, you have more friends 
than you think, and they are closer than 
you dream. God is here, and He says, 
“Come to me, follow me, and I will save 
you; I will give you a chance for this world 
and the next. Only follow me.”—Gypsy 
Smith. 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 





Fire cut a swath through the city of 
Augusta, Ga., of twenty-five city blocks, 
March 23, causing a damage estimated at 
from five million to eight million dollars. 
High winds fanned the fire and caused it 
to get beyond control. 


——tThe Salvation Army’s fanious bread- 
line in Cooper Square, New York, is to be 
abolished because the Army has become 
convinced that the men are beggars who 
will not work. Attempts have been made 
to get the men to work, and have proved 
unavailing. The men go from bread-line 
to bread-line, and spend the intervals in 
public libraries. 


—tThe first of a series of forfeiture 
proceedings, resulting from discovery of 
wholesale tobacco frauds, by which the gov- 
ernment is said to have lost millions of dol- 
lars throughout the country during the 
past fifteen years, was begun in New York, 
March 23. The action is directed against 
the Italian Toscano Company, in whose 
factory government agents seized cigars 
and leaf tobacco worth $9,000. 





Four men were killed, five were seri- 
ously burned, and no less than 100 others 
were trapped in the mine of the King Coal 
and Coke Company at Kimball, W. Va., by 
an explosion, March 28th. The explosion 
occurred in the eastern section of the work- 
ings, some distance from the spot where the 
imprisoned miners are believed to be, but 
their escape was cut off by masses of coal 
and slate blown down by the blast. Scores 
of volunteers are working to reach the-im- 
prisoned men. 





It was stated authoritatively at 
Washington, March 27th, that should it be 
shown that a German submarine attacked 
the Sussex, Germany would disavow the 
act, offer reparation, punish the submarine 
commander, and satisfy the United States 
that the act was in violation of instruc- 
tions. It was made clear, however, that the 
German embassy believes a mine and not a 
torpedo damaged the channel steamer, and 
that the German Government may issue a 
statement. 





Two missing aviators in Mexico were 
reported found Wednesday, March 22 and 
23. They were Lieut. Edgar S. Gorrell 
and Lieut. Robert H. Willis, and grave 
fears had been entertained by Gen. Funs- 
ton as to their safety. One man had to 
land on account of gasoline and because of 
a leak in the gas tank. He was found 
south of Ascencion. He said he landed in 
the middle of a sand-swept, uninhabited 
plateau on the borders of Lake Frederico 
and had lost his way, but when found was 
uninjured and had suffered only slightly 
from exposure to the sun. 


——In a formal statement President Wil- 
son asks the people not to believe such 
stories as are being circulated in regard 
to the Mexican situation, calling them “sin- 
ister and unscrupulous influences” which 
are being spread by alarmists with the ob- 
ject of forcing intervention by the United 
States “in the interest of certain American 
owners of Mexican properties.” He urged 
those who disseminate news to test the 





source and authenticity of every report 
from the border, and called attention again 
to the government’s announcement that the 
sole object of the punitive expedition now 
in Mexico was to punish Villa and his fol- 
lowers. 


——tThe fight for keeping down the price 
of gasoline will be nation-wide and carried 
to the floor of Congress, in the opinion of 
some people. The price of gasoline is near- 
ing the prohibitive mark as fuel for motors. 
Automobile clubs are combining in an effort 
to get Congress to do something to stem 
the rise in cost to the consumer. It is said 
that more gasoline is in storage at the pres- 
ent time than ever before and it has been 
claimed that government records show that 
less gasoline was shipped to foreign lands 
during 1915 than in many years. 


The United States soon will issue 
for the information of the world a complete 
statement of its position on the conduct of 
submarine warfare and the arming of 
merchant ships. It has not been definitely 
determined just what form the announce- 
ment will take, but it is considered not un- 
likely that a circular memorandum may be 
addressed to the powers. Whatever the 
form of the declaration, it will serve to 
guide the course of this government in fu- 
ture negotiations. The United States will 
stand unalterably upon the principles al- 
ready laid down. It is hoped that this may 
furnish the groundwork for a new inter- 
national law, to be developed after the war, 
which will provide for the use of subma- 
rines in naval warfare. The law now does 
not take into consideration the activities 
of submarines or the possibilities of their 
use. 





—tThe national organizing committee 
for war savings has posters up all through 
Great Britain urging patriots not to use 
cars or motor cycles needlessly, to wear old 
clothes, and cut down servants, in order to 
save for the war expenses. A newspaper 
supplements these suggestions with the fol- 
lowing “don’t list:” Don’t tip waiters, don’t 
waste money on cut flowers, don’t use gas 
when coal is burning, don’t forget that pa- 
pers will clean many things. Don’t ride to 
war meetings—and especially war economy 
meetings—in a motor car when the tube 
and omnibus are available. Don’t smoke too 
much, or waste matches when spills will 
do. Last year we imported more than two 
million gross of boxes of matches over the 
imports of 1918. Don’t send letters if a 
postcard will suffice. Don’t cease to agi- 
tate against the maintenance of unneces- 
sary officials in public departments. They 
produce no revenue and cost the country 
millions a year. Don’t think of what you 
want. Don’t want it. 


Eggs may now be delivered from a 
station-platform and caught with ease and 
safety by the mail-car of a fast-speeding 





express train, by means of an automatic 


mail-exchange system recently adopted by 
a large western railroad. When the train 
nears a station a lever on the truck of the 
mail-car is operated by a track-trip, thus 
setting in motion the system of cams which 
perform the functions of discharging and 


receiving the mail from the station. A 
set of arms moves out from the side of the 
car, and, as the train passes, the suspended 
pouches of mail are caught by the arms and 
drawn into the car. Another cam, deriving 


its power from the car-axle, picks up the- 


mail pouches which are to be delivered at 
the station, and deposits them in a chute, 
where they slide into a trough on the sta- 
tion platform. This chute extends down 
until it nearly touches the platform, and the 
pouches fall but a few inches. They slide 
on the smooth surface of the trough until 
their fall is broken. As soon as the train 
has passed the station, the apparatus is 
automatically drawn inside the car and the 
doors are locked.—Literary Digest. 


——March 26.—Francisco Villa has 
escaped from the Mexican troops that had 
checked him near Namiquipa, and three 
columns of American cavalry are pursuing 
him. Already they are almost 250 miles 
south of the border, and unless Mexican 
forces bring the elusive bandit to a stand, 
this distance will be greatly increased by 
the close of the week. Gen. Pershing says 
Villa is not bottled up. If Villa moves into 
the districts further south, military men 
realize that the problem of capturing him 
will become many times more complex. 
More troops will be necessary and their 
provisioning by way of country roads will 
become practically an impossibility. Fifty- 
four more automobile trucks went into serv- 
ice along the line between Columbus and 
Casas Grandes and twenty-seven more were 
reported to be on their way from the fac- 
tory. The escape of Villa south makes it 
almost essential that one railroad, and pos- 
sibly another, from Juarez to Chihuahua 
be used for the success of the chase. It has 
been intimated that the period may extend 
into months, although no prediction is made 
as to the length of time which will be con- 
sumed in the chase of Villa. 


With a toll of at least thirty persons 
dead and forty or more injured, federal 
and State officials and officers of the rail- 
road company began an investigation into 
the causes that led early on March 29 to 
one of the most disastrous wrecks that has 
occurred in Ohio in a dozen years, and one 
of the worst in the history of the New 
York Central system. Three trains, in- 
cluding the Twentieth Century Limited, 
westbound, the New York Central’s palatial 
flyer, and two sections of No. 86—known 
as the Chicago-Pittsburgh Limited, east- 
bound—came together in collision near Am- 
herst, Ohio, thirty-seven miles west of 
Cleveland. The great coaches and engines 
of No. 86 toppled over and wreckage was 
piled thirty feet in the air. Two cars were 
completely demolished. Fourteen coaches 
overturned. The third train, the Twentieth 
Century Limited, emerged almost un- 
scratched and proceeded on its westward 
journey, its passengers uninjured except 
for a severe shaking up. A pall of fog 
from Lake Erie had settled down over 
northern Ohio and the night was almost of 
inky darkness. This with the alleged failure 
of a towerman to do his duty under the 
rules was ascribed by some of the railroad 
officers as the cause of the wreck. 
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“TI tell you, sir,” said little Mr. Pompuss, 
“I am a self-made man, and I don’t care 
who knows it.” 

“Well,” said Bjinks, “it’s noble of you 
to say so, Mr. Pompuss. Most men would 
have blamed their luck, or their wives, or 
even laid the responsibility on the shoulders 
of the Creator.”—Selected. 


9*"“The Federal Council Fund” is begin- 
ning to come in. It is time that our ap- 
portionment be paid, and it cannot be until 
the funds are in. Brethren, do not delay 
this very important matter. 


@* There are many churches that have 
not yet remitted for the Convention fund, 
and the Reminders have brought in all sorts 
of reasons for the failure. They have also 
brought in some mighty good promises. 


SF If the pictures of some of the preach- 
ers who do not take the Convention Collec- 
tion should appear in THE HERALD OF Gos- 
PEL LIBERTY with the fact made known, it 
would decrease the circulation of the paper. 


@¥ There are some pastors, no matter 
where they preach, always respond to the 
call of the Convention, and there are others 
who never do respond, no matter where 
they preach; so you see it will not do to 
lay the blame on the churches. 


9¥The expense of the Convention this 
year is exceedingly large, and the offering 
from all the churches is greatly needed, and 
the taking of them does the churches good 
as well as furnishes funds for the work of 
the Convention. 


#* Brother, if you have not yet taken the 
Convention offering, please do so at your 
next regular service. Your people will feel 
in touch with the general work of the 
Church,- as they cannot feel without such 
cooperation. 


ONE OF SEVERAL 


The open letter to Tillman Hobson has 
brought to the author several letters of 
thanks and commendation. We give the 
one from the venerable Robert Gee, of 
Kentucky, as representative. Brother Gee 
was a pioneer in our cause in Kentucky. 
He is now a veteran. Read his letter: 


FONTANA, Ky., March 20, 1916. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER:—I received your little 
letter of recent date, and it was just as 
encouraging to me as if it had been a whole 
column, and I thought that, as you are al- 
ways busy, I would not bother you with a 
reply, but, on seeing your letter in THE 
HERALD of March 9, to Brother riobson, I 
was so delighted in knowing that I had a 
brother who understands and knows, as I 
do, the origin of the people known as Chris- 
tians, and also the misunderstanding of the 
meeting of Campbell and Stone, at Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, that I must congratulate you 
for setting before the public the historical 
facts as you have in that letter. 

Now, my knowledge and understanding 
of the facts, as set forth, is that my grand- 
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father, John W. James, the preacher that 
organized the Barrett’s Creek Christian 
church more than one hundred years ago, of 
which I am a member, was in the organiza- 
tion, as you state, on the fourth of August, 
1794, and he advocated the principles, as 
adopted in the organization, as long as he 
lived. I well remember when the first ser- 
mon was preached in this community by 
Daniel Dillin, on what they called the Re- 
form Doctrine. He was a deserter from the 
Christians, but made his return before he 
died, but his followers stand in the way 
of the Christians to this day in this com- 
munity. They can’t do anything them- 
selves, and it seems that they don’t want 
any other people to prosper. 

Now, Brother Burnett, you well know 
that I have kept in touch with the Chris- 
tian movement, and suffered persecution 
and hardship, and moreover spent quite a 
little fortune in order to sustain the work 
of my grandfather, and other preachers of 
his day, and very likely if I had not stood 
square to the work, the State of Kentucky 
would be a thing of the past as to co- 
operation. 

Remaining very truly your brother, 

ROBERT GEE. 


YES, BROTHER ALLEN, YOU ARE 
RIGHT 


We have men amongst us who under- 
stand our mission, and whose lives have 
been given to its propagation. Among 
these worthy old heroes is the author of 
the following letter: 


EAST SPRINGFIELD, Erie Co., Pa., 
March 25, 1916. 
J. F. Burnett, 


DEAR BROTHER:—Yours received. I en- 
close a one-dollar bill. Hope you will get 
it all right. I can hardly see to write, 
so excuse poor penmanship. Am very glad 
to have seen you at the Erie Conference, 
at Conneaut, last September. Pound away. 
I think our doctrines, which separate us 
from all other denominations, are far more 
important tnan any doctrines which other 
Christians are separated on, because of the 
fact that the salvation of the world depends 
on all being united as one, as Christ to His 
Father. Two things are very necessary for 
us to observe, in order to be right with 
God. No member of one of our churches 
should become a member in a church that 
has a sectarian name. For when he does, 
he stands right where they do, and his 
money and influence are with them. But 
he should be a worker in, and with, some 
church, and the time will come when the 
Christians in that church will be convinced 
that he is a Christian, they will fellowship 
with him as such. When they do that, they 
do just what we believe is right, and what 
our creed requires of us all. When a mem- 
ber goes out from any of our churches, our 


pastors should make this very plain. But 
he must be a worker somewhere. 
One of the two things is this. No pastor, 


believing the important doctrines of our 
Church, should become the pastor of a 
church which has a sectarian name, unless 
that church will drop the name and take 
the position in which all Christians stand. 
Such a pastor of such a church, that will 
not give up its sectarian name, is giving 
his time and labor to build up sectarianism, 
when he could do more good in giving his 
time and labor in building up a strong 
church where all can unite. Many have 
gone from us, and are giving their influence 
in favor of sectarianism, either for more 
money, or for not being rooted and ground- 
ed in the faith as it is in Christ. There 














Dayton, Ohio 


Secretary 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 


* 


was a time when I thought it made no dif- 
ference what church you belonged to, if 
you were only a Christian. But now I see 
a great difference in a lifetime. The words 
of Jesus to Peter ring in my ears, “What 
is that to thee, follow thou me.” 

I hope I shall not be misunderstood by 
you. I hope the time will come when we 
will cease repeating with the lips, “Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven,” and we shall repeat it 
from the heart, and work for it, as there 
are no sects in heaven. 


With best regards, 
ALDEN ALLEN. 


OTHER GOOD LETTERS 


LEBANON, INpD., R. D. 12, 
March 15, 1916. 


Mr. J. F. Burnett, 

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST:—I want to 
cast in my little mite for The American 
Christian Convention fund. I pray God’s 
blessings upon it. Enclosed find $2.00, to 
be used for the Convention fund, personal 
gift from Miss Margaret Bowers. 


TrIPToN, IND., R. D. 5, 
March 15, 1916. 
Rev. J. F. BuRNETT:—Enclosed you will 
find one dollar for The American Christian 
Convention, from member of Sand Bank 
Christian church. 
Yours truly, 
I. W. Hoover. 





JAMESTOWN, N. Y., March 23, 1916. 
DEAR BROTHER BURNETT:—I am not a 
pastor, but I have a dollar for the Con- 
vention work. May the good work go on. 
J. W. WILSON. 


11 Liberty St. 


PLEASANT MILLS, IND., 

March 21, 1916. 
My Dear BRoTHER:—Your letter of re- 
quest at hand, and would say that at this 
time I am not a pastor of any church, and 
have not been for nearly sixteen years. I 
am among other religious bodies and some- 
body may know that a minister’s hands are 
tied among the sects. But I go to their 
meeting, and sometimes preach for them, 
but I love the Christian Church. Best of 
all, the old GosPEL HERALD visits me every 
week, so I know what our people are about, 
God bless them. So to help along, you may 

find enclosed $1.00 from my own pocket. 

Yours truly, 
L. D. Brown. 


March 18, 1916. 
BroTtHerR J. F. BuRNETT:—Enclosed find 
$5.00 as my personal offering, two dollars 
for The American Christian Convention, 
two dollars for foreign missions, one dollar 
for Porto Rico, where needed most. 
A FRIEND. 





Now, Brother Burnett, I am sending you 
two dollars, as a personal offering for mis- 
sions—one dollar for home and one dollar 
for foreign missions. Our church has no 
pastor—no meetings, and I send you $1.80 
for foreign missions by the Sunday-school. 
Mr. Burnett, please give the Sunday-school 
credit, and my offering you will see is per- 
sonal. 

Well, my dear brother in Christ, I do 
trust ere long we will get together and get 
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our church in a working condition. We are 
all torn up by a Disciple minister. 
Pray for me. As ever, 
Your sister in Christ Jesus, 
RACHEL GRAHAM, Church Clerk. 


YES, WE KNOW THE GENTLEMAN 


We have known him for a long time; and 
we knew him before you called our atten- 
tion to him. We have a letter from a good 
member of a good church, who say, “Our 
preacher never takes the collections.” Yes, 
we know him. That fact has been common- 
ly reported of him until this day; his name 
is on the Convention books, with a blank 
space out in front of it; that gives it promi- 
nence; the names of his churches are writ- 
ten in the Convention books, also, and they 
stare out into empty space, with not a 
single credit to break in upon the whiteness 
with which they are surrounded. That dear 
good brother has acted thus wherever he 
has been. The time was when his name was 
legion, but that is not true of him now. 
His kind has been greatly reduced, and his 
associates have grown fewer as the days 
went by, and soon the last one of his kind 
will be wrapped in his mantle of neglectful- 
ness and his name erased from the records 
of the Church. 

It has always been a wonder to me why 
a preacher will pray, will preach, will at- 
tend prayer-meeting, will pay his debts, 
will scold his people for failing to do their 
duty, will attend the conference and the 
Convention, will be kind to all he chances 
to meet, and yet fail to do what his breth- 
ren request him to do for the good of the 
cause at large. Yes, we know the brother, 
and sometimes we have letters asking about 
his qualifications as pastor,and then we have 
to confine ourselves to not saying the things 
we ought to say. 


I WISH YOU WOULD 
A. good pastor, and a faithful, loyal 
preacher, writes me, saying “that the rule 
of the church of which he is pastor has been 
not to remit the offerings until the close of 
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the year, but that he hopes to have the plan 
changed,” and I hope he may succeed in 
getting it done. The Convention went over 
all the ground most carefully, and said that 
it could not carry out its plans and do its 
work unless the funds were forthcoming at 
certain times of the year, and when those 
plans are set aside, it works a hardship for 
the Convention and retards its work. 

The time for the Convention offering is 
placed in December, and in December the 
Convention plans to take it, and to use it, 
and should it have to wait a whole year and 
that, too, not knowing what the offering 
will be at that time, the whole plan of the 
Convention is disarranged and confused. 
Let the offerings be taken according to the 
wish of the Convention. It is better for 
the church, as well as for the Convention, 
that they be taken and remitted as the Con- 
vention directs. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for April 16, 1916 





PETER AND CORNELIUS 
Acts 10: 1-48 





Golden Text—There is no distinction be- 
tween Jew and Greek: for the same Lord is 
Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call 
upon him.—Rom. 10: 12. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, April 10—Visions of Peter and 
Cornelius. Acts 10: 1-16. 

Tuesday, April 11—Peter Summoned. 
Acts 10: 17-23. 

Wednesday, April 12—Clean and Un- 
clean Meats. Lev. 11: 1-12. 

Thursday, April 18—Vision of the King- 
dom. Dan. 7: 9-14. 

Friday, April 14—All-inclusive Kingdom. 
Micah 4: 1-5. 

Saturday, April 15—Salvation for All. 
Rom. 10: 11-21. 

Sunday, April 16—The New Heaven and 
the New Earth. Rev. 21: 1-7. 


Introduction 


This lesson gives us an account of the 
introduction of the gospel in a formal man- 
ner among the Gentiles. Since the day of 
Pentecost this was the greatest event in the 
history of the apostolic Church. They had 
experienced opposition from without, but 
this only tended to spread the gospel rather 
than impede its progress; they had dis- 
censions from within between the Palistin- 
ion Jews and the Hellenic Jews over the 
distribution of their gifts to the widows of 
the latter, but this difference was healed 
by appointing deacons in the church to look 
after the temporal affairs of the church. 
While the primary service of the deacons 
seemed to be that of temporal affairs, they 


did not confine themselves to this service, - 


but devoted themselves to evangelism. 

The lesson of to-day expresses the true 
conception of the world-wide application of 
the gospel in the breaking down of the bar- 
riers that had existed to prevent the apos- 
tles from seeing the universal nature of the 
teachings of Christ. 
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Comments 

This certain man at Caesarea, called 
Cornelius, was the captain of a hundred 
men, as both the Latin and Greek would 
imply. A centurion among the Romans was 
about of the same rank as a captain among 
us. The band of Italians correspond to the 
cohort, or regiment. Devout—He worship- 
ed the true God and was not an idolater. 
One who feared God—Reverenced God and 
feared lest he should offend Him. 
With all his house—Had family wor- 
ship and taught his family to wor- 
ship God. Gave much alms—His love to 
God led him to love men; and this love 
proved its sincerity by acts of benevolence 
and charity. Prayed to God always—Lived 
in a spirit of prayer, felt his need of divine 
help, and his dependence upon Him alone 
who could help. What an excellent charac- 
ter he had! And yet he was only a Gentile. 
He was not a Jew, but had excellent qual- 
ities to fit him to be the connecting link 
between the Jewish and Gentile races for 
the union in fellowship of both. He saw 
a vision—An angel of God appeared unto 
him. This was a supernatural representa- 
tion, manifestly visible, during his waking 
hours, for it was about the ninth hour of 
the day, the time of public prayer, accord- 
ing to the custom of the Jews; and while 
Peter was on the housetop praying. Thy 
prayers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial. They were performed in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity; they were ac- 
ceptable to the Most High. They were re- 
membered at the throne of heaven to his 
credit as a worshiper of God, and in due 
time they would be rewarded by His gra- 
cious blessings. 


Simon a tanner—He was a man that 
dealt in hides, whether of clean or unclean 
animals, according to the Jews we do not 
know. However, he was reputed as unclean 
at Joppa. Of the trade, the Talmudists 
speak with great contempt. What thou 
oughtest to do—From this it seems that 
Cornelius was concerned with matters of 
great moment with his soul. He was not 
satisfied with his condition, nor with the 
degree of religious knowledge that he had 
attained, and he appointed another time for 
fasting and prayer that God might reveal 
to him more fully the knowledge of His 
will. Perhaps he had heard of Jesus, and 
had been perplexed with the different opin- 
ions that he had heard about Him. He now 
prayed that he might know what part he 
should take, and the answer that came to 
his prayer was that he should send to Joppa 
for Simon Peter, he shall tell thee what 
thou oughtest to do. 


And a devout soldier—He had not only 
been attentive about the religious life of his 
family, but also about the religious life of 
his whole regiment. It was not considered 
a disgrace at that time to teach lessons 
of morality and piety towards God among 
the Roman soldiers. 

He sent them to Joppa—From Joppa, 
Jonah was sent to preach to the Gentiles 
of Nineveh; and from the same place Peter 
was sent to preach the gospel to the Gen- 
tiles of Caesarea. On the morrow, as they 
went on their journey—From Joppa to 
Caesarea was from twelve to fifteen 
leagues; the messengers could not have left 
the house of Cornelius before about two 
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hours before sunset, therefore they must 
have traveled a part of the night to have 
arrived at Joppa next day about noon. Two 
of Cornelius’ household servants, as well 
as the soldier, were sent to Peter. The sol- 
dier was probably sent to protect the serv- 
ants on their way through Judea, where 
the roads were by no means safe. 

Peter went up upon the housetop to pray 
—tThe houses in Judea were built with flat 
roofs, on which people walked, conversed, 
meditated, and prayed. The housetop was 
a place of secrecy and retirement, and 
thither Peter went for the purpose of pray- 
ing to God. 

He became very hungry—lIt seems that 
this happened about dinner time, for it ap- 
pears that they were making ready for the 
family by dressing vituals. The dinner 
among the ancients was a very light meal; 
and they had no breakfast: their supper 
was their principal meal. In very ancient 
times they ate only once in the day. Sup- 
per was the meal at which they saw their 
friends, the business of the day being com- 
pleted, they could indulge without interrup- 
tion in unbroken conversation. He fell in- 
to a trance—An ecstatic experience came 
over him. When transported with joy or 
admiration, a person may be said to be in 
a state of ecstacy, when he is insensible to 
every object except that in which he is en- 
gaged. He was hungry when he first went 
upon the housetop, but he became so in- 
terested in his prayer and the object for 
which he prayed, he went into an ecstatic 
state of mind by his concentration in 
prayer. While in this state of mind, with 
intense interest in his soul’s welfare, heav- 
en seemed to open before him, because his 
mind was completely absorbed in heavenly 
contemplation, and he was capable of a bet- 
ter understanding of the heavenly and spir- 
itual world. He saw a great sheet knit at 
the four corners—Here we see that God was 
preparing Peter, in answer to the prayer 
of Cornelius, to answer the prayer when the 
servants should come, for until this time 
Peter thought that it was not proper for 
the Jewish apostles to preach the gospel to 
the Gentiles. Many of the beasts that ap- 
peared unto him were unclean in the eyes of 
the Jews; but God by this vision taught 
Peter to understand that nothing that He 
had created was common or unclean. Since 
this was so with reference to the animal 
kingdom, it was also true with respect to 
the human race; and Peter learned the 
truth and when he came down from the 
housetop, the messengers were at the gate 
waiting for him, and he was prepared to 
accompany them to the house of Cornelius 
and preach the gospel to him and his house- 
hold. 
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FROM MISS KIRKENDALL 


It has been some time since I wrote you 
and gave you any sort of a report of the 
work in our conference. It seems to me I 
cannot help but be very optimistic and real- 
ly I have tried, but the societies are doing 
splendid work. 

Three new societies have adopted the 
Efficiency Chart—Huntington, Majenica, 





and Union. I have not as yet received their 
temperature. We also have one new senior 
society, that of Antioch, of about twenty- 
four members, and Althea Hornaday, North 
Manchester, Indiana, as president. We also 
have a new Junior society, that of Waka- 
rusa, of twenty-eight members. And on 
March 26, I go to organize another society 
at Plum Tree Christian church. I hope by 
next conference to have at least five new 
societies in our conference. 

You have been receiving the bulletins 
which I send out to each society and I also 
note their publication in THE HERALD. It 
was not my intention that they be publish- 
ed. I am not able to give them sufficient 
time to warrant publication. 
realize that I am taking extra school work 
in addition to my Christian Endeavor cor- 
respondence, you will realize the reason for 
their lack of finish. However, I do believe 
they are working fine in our conference. 
We received many new Christian Endeavor 
World subscriptions and Christian Endeav- 
or Week was observed with great success 
in several societies. And thus far in March 
I have received twenty-one Comrades of the 
Quiet Hour. Next month is Life Work Re- 
cruit Month and the next is Denomination 
Month. 

My idea for that month is to create a 
real love for our denomination and a loyalty 
to it, by giving a knowledge of the prin- 
ciples for which it stands, and also acquaint 
them with the leaders in our Church. 

I do love the work so much and only hope 
and pray that the Lord will lead me into 
some position in which I will be in Chris- 
tian service. Of course, I know I can do 
that most any place, but I mean in full- 
time work. I would like to be pastor’s 
assistant or Christian Endeavor Secretary 
or Y. W. C. A. Secretary, something in 
which I could work all the time and not be 
hampered by the necessity for doing other 
things. 


A LETTER TO MISS KIRKENDALL 
FROM GOSHEN, INDIANA 


Owing to so many meetings and an un- 
usual amount of work, I have neglected to 
send in a report from our society. How- 
ever, we appreciate the work you are do- 
ing in sending to us the bulletins. We have 
been carrying on the monthly campaigns as 
suggested to us in the bulletins. We should 
like to have them continued. 

In regard to our report for January, 
we sent in three subscriptions, two of which 
were renewals and the other a new one. 

This is the first year we have celebrated 
Christian Endeavor Week. It was such a 
success, I think we shall never overlook 
it again. It has been one that I shall not 
soon forget. 

On Sunday evening, February 6, the 
Junior and Senior societies conducted the 
evening service. The Juniors furnished the 
special music, the Seniors gave short talks 
on the following subjects: Why I Belong 
to Christian Endeavor, What Christian En- 
deavor Has Done for Me, and Why You 
Should Belong to Christian Endeavor. As 
a result, we received several new members. 

Our society and the society of the Breth- 
ren church held union meetings on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings. On Tuesday even- 
ing we were delightfully entertained by the 


When you. 
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Brethren Endeavorers at their church. The 
evening was spent in games, music, refresh- 
ments, and informal talks. But, best of all, 
a union was the outgrowth of the meeting. 
That night a committee was appointed to 
draw up a constitution and select officers 
for one year. 

The committee has done its work. It 
has selected Mr. Duker, a very wide-awake 
young man, as president of the union. He 
has had experience in this work and there 
is no reason why the union should not grow. 

I feel that we will be able to accomplish 
a great deal through the union. There are 
only three Christian Endeavor Societies in 
Goshen, so there is an opportunity to or- 
ganize new societies. 

Wednesday evening we met in our own 
churches for prayer-meeting. Our Look- 
out Committee visited or wrote cards to all 
members who do not attend prayer-meeting, 
urging them to be present. There were 
seventy-five present. 

Thursday evening at our church we held 
another union meeting. We had an out-of- 
town speaker, and after the address five 
Endeavorers from each society gave two- 
minute talks on any phase of Christian En- 
deavor work they chose. I think it was the 
best thing we have ever done. We have 
become acquainted and are more anxious 
to launch out in our union work than be- 
fore. 

Since conference, nine have 
Christian Endeavor Experts. 

Miss Spiker and Miss Ganger, who were 
at Danville, have started a mission study 
class. We are using Comrades in Service 
as a text-book. We have found it so inter- 
esting and helpful that we have already 
decided to continue the study, taking Home 
Missions in Action. 

March 5, we are going to have a 101 
meeting. If you have any plans or sug- 
gestions for such a meeting, I should be 
very glad to hear from you. 

Our revival meetings will begin on that 
date and we are anxious to aid the church 


become 
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as well as the Endeavor. It will afford us 
a splendid opportunity for working a cam- 
paign for Quiet Hour members. 
In Christian Endeavor, 
MABEL MCDEVITT. 


A NEW SOCIETY 


Just a news note from Collamer, Indiana. 

The young people of this church organiz- 
ed on Sunday evening, March 12, a Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society, with seventeen char- 
ter members. 

Mr. Bourne, the Whitley County Presi- 
dent, was with us and in an informal ad- 


dress outlined the Endeavor activities and 


the officers’ duties. His presence was ap- 
preciated and though he did not come pre- 
pared to make an address, his remarks were 
to the point and inspiring. He was assisted 
by Miss Maud Cone and Mr. Carl Thomson, 
of the Union (church) Society. 

This society should prosper and achieve, 
for it is made up of capable, earnest, and 
spiritual young folks. 

Mrs. Etta Ross. 

Sidney, Indiana. 


Topic for April 16, 1916 


GOOD PRAYER-MEETINGS 
Acts 12: 1-17 


The Scripture :— 
(From Twentieth Century New Testament) 


It was at that time that King Herod began to 
ill-treat some of the members of the Church. He 
had James, the brother of John, beheaded ; and, when 
he saw that the Jews were pleased with this, he 
proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during 
the Festival of the unleavened Bread.) After seizing 
Peter, Herod put him in prison, and entrusted him 
to the keeping of four guards of four soldiers each, 
intending, after the Passover to bring him up before 
the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but mean- 
while the prayers of the Church were being earnestly 
offered to God on his behalf. Just when Herod was 
intending to bring him before the people, on that 
very night Peter was asleep between two soldiers, 
chained to them both, while there were sentries in 


front of the door, guarding the prison. Suddenly 
an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone 
in the cell. The angel struck Peter on the side, and 
roused him with the words: “Get up quickly.”” The 
chains dropped from his wrists, and then the angel 
said: ‘“‘Put on your girdle and sandals.” When Peter 
had done so, the angel added: “Throw your cloak 
round you and follow me.’ Peter followed him out, 
not knowing that what was happening under the 


angel’s guidance was real, but thinking that he 
was seeing a vision. Passing the first guard, and 
then the second, they came to the iron gate leading 
into the city, which opened to them of itself; and, 
when they had passed through that, and had walked 
along one street, all at once the angel left him. Then 
Peter came to himself and said: ‘Now I know be- 
yond all doubt that the Lord has sent his angel, 
and has rescued me from Herod’s hands and from all 
that the Jewish people have been expecting.” As 
soon as he realized what had happened, he went 
to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was 
also known as Mark, where a number of people were 
gathered together, praying. On his knocking at the 
door in the gate, a maid-servant, named Rhoda, came 
to answer it. She recognized Peter’s voice, but in her 
joy left the gate unopened, and ran in, and told 
them that Peter was standing outside. ‘“‘You are 
mad!” they exclaimed. But, when she persisted that 
it was so, they said: “It must be his spirit!’”’ Mean- 
while Peter went on knocking, and, when they open- 
ed the gate and saw him, they were amazed. Peter 
signed to them with his hand to be silent, and then 
told them how the Lord had brought him out of the 
prison, adding: ‘Tell James and the Brethren all 
this.” Then he left the house, and went away to 
another place. 


The Leader :—Our most distinctive work 
as Christian Endeavorers is our prayer- 
meeting. A good prayer-meeting always 
helps us to do our other duties to better 
effect. The doing of our other duties effec- 
tively always makes our prayer-meetings 
better. This is a clear case of action and 
reaction being equal. We want this meet- 
ing to be remembered as a good prayer- 
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meeting by our telling what kind of meet- 
ings we enjoy and how to secure them. 

Topics for Brief Essays or Talks :—Prep- 
aration for the Meeting; The Prayer-meet- 
ing Committee’s Duty; Its Opportunity; 
Points of Excellency for a Prayer-meeting; 
Overcoming Difficulties; The Place of 
Prayer in the Meeting; Song in the Prayer 
Service; The Brief Service Preceding the 
Meeting; Plans That Have Worked; Se- 
curing Variety. 

Questions for Meditation and Discussion: 
—What kind of prayer-meeting do I especi- 
ally like? Is it better when I take part? 
How can I always have something to con- 
tribute to the meeting? Ought this to be 
my aim? How can we teach others to pray 
in the meeting? To take part in testimony? 
To attend regularly? Why do we hold a 
prayer-meeting, any way? What is my 
individual duty to the meeting? 


NOTES 


Miss Frieda Kirkendall is certainly mak- 
ing things go in the Eel River Conference. 
Read some quotations from a letter she 
wrote the Secretary, as printed in this 
issue. Certainly we must find a place for 
her. 

The letter from Goshen, Ind., in this issue 
looks like life in full vigor. 

The Franklin (Va.) Christian Endeavor 
Society is in fine working condition now. 
Recently it entertained in its new church 
a union young people’s meeting for itself, 
the Methodists and Baptists. One hun- 
dred fifty were present—all young people. 

Mrs. C. H. Rowland, C. E. E., Franklin, 
Va., a Seaside Chautauqua graduate, is 
soon to graduate sixteen C. E. E.’s. Fine! 

Rev. and Mrs. R. G. English, and Miss 
Frances Andrews, of Amesbury, Mass., have 
recently been granted C. E. E. diplomas. 
They did not do the work under this de- 
partment. Will any others receiving de- 
grees direct from the United Society please 
report to the Secretary? 

-Our Amesbury (Mass.) Society has a 
temperature of 127 now. Quite hot for 
these early spring days in New England. 

Mrs. Etta Ross, Sidney, Ind., tells us 
about a new society at the Collamer church. 
Good! 

Mr. Karl Lehmann, All-South Field Sec- 
retary, is scheduled to address the South- 
ern Christian Convention in Burlington, N. 
C., May 2-5. 

President E. A. Watkins says the En- 
deavor Societies in his vicinity are planning 
each to furnish a room in the new dorm- 
itory of Palmer College. Isn’t that splen- 
did? 

The Elon Christian Endeavor began 4a 
new departure this year—having an evan- 
gelistic service instead of the regular 
prayer-meeting on the second and fourth 
Sunday evenings. It was novel, but God 
has blessed it. Now the Spirit is leading 
in a genuine revival of religion throughout 
the entire college. ; 

Social service work of a very practical 
character is being done by the Elon relig- 
ious organizations. A Community Survey 
of the township in which the college is situ- 
ated—ten miles long and five miles wide— 
was taken recently. A program of service 
adapted to the needs is now being prepared. 
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One of the survey workers met an old negro 
on his trip, not a Christian. He showed the 
old man the way to Christ, left him in 
tears and happy in His Lord. That is work 
worth while. 


AN EFFICIENCY CAMPAIGN 


Every society can become more efficient, 
and an efficiency campaign is to bring that 
about. 

The first step is to take stock, and find 
just where your society stands as compared 
with the ideal society. Take your per- 
centage. 

The next step is to pick out the first point 
of improvement you will seek. 

The next step is to meet, talk it over, 
and appoint the appropriate committees to 
do the work. 

The next step is to make the improvement 
and hold the ground long enough to make 
sure it is a permanent gain. 

The next step is to hold a jubilee meet- 
ing. 

The next step is to repeat the process for 
another point of improvement. 

All this is laid out definitely for you by 
your denominational young people’s depart- 
ment or the United Society of Christian 
Endeavor.— Wells. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill > - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 
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THIS YEAR FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 


REGIONAL CONFERENCE IN PORTO 
RICO 


The Missionary Congress at Panama 
planned to project its influence all over 
Latin-America by a series of Regional Con- 
ferences, one of which was held in Cuba by 
a deputation of the Congress as they re- 
turned from Panama. As we gathered in 
Porto Rico, another delegation was holding 
a conference in Santiago, Chili; and before 
our conference closed here, the brethren 
were on their way from Santiago across the 
Andes to hold conferences in Argentina and 
Brazil and other lands. 

Rev. L. C. Barnes, D. D., and Prof. G. 
N. Brink, of the Baptist Board; Mr. J. E. 
McAfee, of the Presbyterian Board; Rev. 
S. G. Inman, secretary of the Committee on 
Cooperation in Latin-America, and the For- 
eign Secretary of the Christian denomina- 
tion, came on the ship from New York to 
attend the conference in San Juan. Bishop 
T. W. Howard, of the United Brethren 
church, was already here. Mr. Fred S. 
Goodman, a secretary of the International 
Committee of the Y. M. C. A., also came on 
a vacation and was with us in one session. 
Two missionaries of the United Brethren 
Board on their way to West Africa sailed 
with us, and attended the conference. 

About sixty missionaries and pastors, 
with some visitors, gathered with us ses- 
sion by session. Of our people, Rev. D. P. 
Barrett, Rev. and Mrs. Rafael Hernandez, 
of Ponce, and Dona Delfina Sayas de 
Rivera, of Santa Isabel, were present. The 
conference met in the chapel of Blanche 
Kellog Institute, a Congregational girls’ 
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school in Santurce, the western edge of San 
Juan. Dr. L. C. Barnes was made chair- 
man, and Mr. McAfee secretary. 

Kind friends held a largely attended re- 
ception for the deputation at the handsome 
Y. M. C. A. building, and: left nothing un- 
done to assure the visitors of a hearty wel- 
come. At the close of that gathering, the 
deputation and local committee on arrange- 
ments held a joint session until twelve 
o’clock at night, getting plans perfected for 
the conduct of the conference. 


Actual business began at 9: 380 Thursday 
morning by organization of conference. An 
hour was spent in detailing impressions of 
the Panama Congress by the fifteen or six- 
teen persons present with us who were also 
at Panama. The last half-hour of the fore- 
noon was used by Mr. Goodman for one of 
his characteristic gripping Bible talks, 
based on Col. 1: 24-29. This excellent open- 
ing was promise of a successful conference. 

For some weeks six commissions had been 
investigating educational, religious, and 
moral conditions in Porto Rico, and six ses- 
sions were occupied in discussing those re- 
ports that things really vital might stand 
out from the mass of facts presented. 
Using these points, a committee formulated 
“findings” for the conference to act upon. 
Some reports disclosed facts a little sur- 
prising. The writer of this has been quite 
ignorant of the educational history of Por- 
to Rico, and has probably misled others. 
Back in Spanish days there were schools of 
note established, and their influence was 
considerable. Unfortunately such schools 
ministered chiefly to pupils able to pay well 
for education. Subjects reported upon 
were “Survey and Occupation,” “Litera- 
ture,’ “Evangelism and Propaganda,” 
“Church, Sunday-school, Young People’s 
Societies and Spiritual Life,” “Education,” 
“Cooperation.” Spirited discussion arose 
over some topics, and it was gratifying to 
see how the Porto Rican brethren rose to 
the occasion. Evidently they are now fitted 
to carry heavy responsibility. As the ses- 
sions progressed, the intensity increased. 
Finally the proceedings drew to a head with 
the opening of the session of. Monday morn- 
ing, March 20, when the findings of the 
commissions were presented for considera- 
tion and action. Some of the things voted 
may be mentioned: a simultaneous island- 
wide evangelistic campaign; the possibility 
of readjustment of the fields; a union pub- 
lishing plant and literature depository; a 
union paper; more educational institutions; 
union hospital support; a complete religious 
survey of the island among the things im- 
mediately desirable; the formation of “The 
Evangelical Union of Porto Rico,” including 
the non-liturgical denominations, the local 
congregations of which shall hereafter be 
spoken of as “churches of the Evangelical 
Union;” a system of transferring church 
members from congregation to congrega- 
tion, except in cases where church polity 
will not at present allow it, in which cases 
affiliated membership is to be provided for; 
and a number of central committees to 
actually put the above actions into effect. 

Fortunately there are fine beginnings for 
almost all the things voted. Several de- 
neminations are willing to exchange or 
unite fields, or enter other unoccu- 
pied fields in Latin-America. There is al- 
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ready a denominational publishing plant 
that may become common property. Two 
good papers will be merged and will then 
represent the Evangelical Union and 
churches of several denominations as they 
now exist. Two or three denominations 
have good schools which they are willing 
to unionize, and two or three good hospitals 
will probably receive joint support. There 
is an effective federation of churches that 
has paved the way for the union. It will 
be seen therefore that union institutions 
will not have to be built from the ground 
up, and that progress can be quite rapid. 

It is probable that some of the steps to- 
ward union in Porto Rico go beyond any- 
thing in mission fields, and that they set 
examples for churches in North America. 
The whole program was constructive and 
advanced, and kindled bright hopes in the 
hearts of almost everybody. For a long 
time the missionaries and Porto Rican 
brethren have longed for exactly what has 
come to pass. The eyes of Christendom will 
be turned toward this little dot of land in 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

What will be the relation of the mission 
boards and the denominations in the States 
toward the work in Porto Rico? The con- 
ference has asked for the formation of a 
Central Mission Committee on the island to 
conserve the interests of the mission board, 
and act where advisable for the boards; 
and a similar committee is asked for to be 
composed of administrative officers in the 
States, which committee may meet from 
time to time to plan for Porto Rico. Unless 
some boards give up their fields, assume 
fields surrendered, or transfer their mis- 
sions to new fields, the boards will continue 
to back up their work as it stands at pres- 
ent, until such time as a strong native 
church can carry its burdens and relieve 
the boards. Hence the boards will lose 
nothing and the Porto Rican churches will 
gain tremendously. It looks as if a new 
era were dawning for the churches in Porto 
Rico, and that the cause of Christ might 
now advance more rapidly. 

The newspapers of the island have given 
ample reports of the conference. 

Gloom was cast over us Friday by the 
news of the death of a little daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. E. A. Odell of Mayaguez. 
She came to San Juan with her father, and 
her death was a shock entirely unexpected. 
Otherwise providence seemed to have only 
joy and smiles for the conference. 

M. T. MORRILL. 


HOME MISSION 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas = = Seeretary 
Dayton, Ohio 


- “MEMBER 
EVERY CHURCH GING 
SUNDAY 


Twenty thousand dollars have become al- 
most a synonym for opportunity in the 
Home Mission Department. 


SESESECEES 











Twenty-one accessions to the Muncie 
church in the last few weeks and a fine re- 
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vival spirit. The church there about a 
year ago was almost ready to give up and 
called the Secretary there to council as to 
what to do. With the help of the Indiana 
State Mission Board we have been able 
to get a pastor who is bringing a fine spirit 
into the church and every department is on 
the up grade. Your home mission money 
has brought excellent returns. 
HEEKKEEEES 


I had a letter from a brother this morn- 
ing in which he said that we must push 
the Every-member Canvass. Now, do you 
know that I am glad that there are pastors 
who are coming to agree with me in this. 
There is no question in my mind that it is 
the thing to do at this time. 

I agree that the tithing system is the 
systematic way and the best way for the 
individual. There are a lot of tithers in 
the Christian Church, but when we come to 
think how few there are that do nothing 
at all in giving to the Lord, we realize that 
we must be awakening to the fact that 
there is a need of a campaign to get more 
of the folks enlisted in some plan of giving. 
Tithing is so high in the scale that we must 
have a lot of education of the masses of our 
Church before the majority will do that. 
Therefore, we ought to be planning to get 
them to give something every time they are 
at worship, so that they may realize thc: 
it is a part of the worship. 

Let us have the tithe as a goal, but let 
us lead up to the tithe by the small gifts 
regularly given and closely connected with 
the worship. 

KEKKKEKEKE 


When at the Indianapolis Laymen’s Mis- 
sionary Congress I had a conference with 
Brother Alexander in regard to the work in 
Wyoming. He was anxious that there 
might be a parsonage at Jireh for the mis- 
sionary, and that it belong to the Mission 
Board. I told him that we were not in a 
position to make that much more of an ap- 
propriation at this time, but that I would 
consent to him making a canvass for it, if 
he would do that. Now he has gone among 
his friends and has almost enough to do 
it. However, we ought to add some more to 
it to make the place a home that would be 
comfortable in every way. We need from 
three to five hundred dollars to do this. I 
am wondering if some good reader of THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY will not come to 
the rescue with that amount. Brother 
Alexander is planning to leave a comfort- 
able home to take up the work in the far 
West and we owe it to him that he have 
a place to call home where he knows he 
will be welcome to remain as long as he is 
in the work there. 

Please let us hear from you as soon as 
you can, as the time is short. 

FEKEKEKETE 


Thirteen men are planning to be at the 
Laymen’s Missionary Congress at Washing- 
ton, April 26-30, from the Christian 
Church. Now, that is an unlucky number, 
we surely ought to have twenty-five. The 
opportunity has not yet been closed to us. 
Write me at once if you desire toe go. 

SESEE*EEES 
Almost the same conditions existed at 


Olney, Ill, as at Muncie, and Brother Mann 
had to leave the work. Rev. A. O. Jacobs 
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was called to the field. While the debt is 
still a very heavy burden for the church, 
there is a fine spirit of cooperation in the 
church and it is growing in every way. 
Sixty-two members have been added during 
the last quarter. 

RR KK 


Dr. Morrill writes that forward steps 
have been made in Porto Rico in the line of 
church union as have never been made on 
any foreign field. The missions there have 
set an example to the world. 

He will be at the office by the time that 
this is read and will be making a report 
of the work that was done there. 

The spring conferences will soon be here 
and we ought to be thinking of the organ- 
ization. I am especially anxious that there 
be elected capable men for the office of the 
Secretary for Missions. There are so many 
of the churches that are paying no atten- 
tion to the offerings for missions and there 
ought to be some one of their own confer- 
ence to keep after them. We are in posi- 
tion here at the office to give you the record 
of what your conference has done for mis- 
sions. We would be glad to furnish you 
with a list of the churches that have not 
taken the offerings. Write us for any as- 
sistance that you want and we will gladly 
give it. 

KKKKKKKEKE 

Will the pastors who have made the 
Every-member Canvass write me, telling of 
the success of the work? You may be of 
assistance in getting other churches to 
make the effort. 

KKK KKK KKK 


Don’t forget the BANNER YEAR FOR 
MISSIONS ought to have $20,000.00 at 
least for home missions. 

KRKKKKKKKEK 

If you are able to give $500.00 for the 
parsonage at Jireh, do not just send me 
$50.00. However, if you are not able for 
more than $50.00, we would be glad for that 
amount. 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs, Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 


The royal law—“Thou shalt love thy 
neighbors as thyself.”—James 2: 8. 


“We go to share with those who lack, 
To leave no work of love undone; 
That sisters, from life’s joy kept back, 

May see its beauty, feel its sun. 


“My faith and work, by toil and care, 
By deep desire and spoken word, 
We go to meet our Savior’s prayer, 
To bring the kingdom of the Lord.” 


THE MID-QUADRENNIAL MEETING 


The Woman’s Boards for Home and For- 
eign Missions will hold their mid-quadren- 
nium meeting in October, 1916. The An- 
tioch church, near Frankfort, Indiana, in 
the Western Indiana Conference, has ex- 
tended an invitation to the Boards to hold 
their meeting with it. The Antioch church 
is easily accessible from all sections of our 
membership, being within easy reach of 
seven Indiana conferences, and three IIli- 
nois conferences. This location is especial- 
ly favorable because of the large number 
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of interested women within the bounds of 
these ten conferences. And so let us begin 
to pray that this may be the largest meet- 
ing, both in numbers and inspiration, ever 
held by the Woman’s Boards, and plan to 
be one of the number who attend. 


“THE STRANGER WITHIN OUR GATES” 


From time to time an appeal has been 
made in The Christian Missionary for vol- 
unteers for service in the localities where 
foreign-speaking people segregate. Many 
of these are very anxious to learn the Eng- 
lish language and American customs. We 
cannot estimate the good that may result 
from Christian men and women associating 
themselves with them, teaching them the 
English language and incidentally telling 
them of Jesus and leading them to Him. 
Aren’t there many readers of these words, 
located in such a way that they can do this 
work? If you can, please write to the Sup- 
erintendent of Immigrant Work, and let it 
be done officially through the Woman’s 
Board for Home Missions. 

EpNA M. ENGLISH. 

Amesbury, Mass. 


GOOD NEWS 


Plans are being made to organize a mis- 
sionary society at Palestine, Illinois. 

Some of our Canadian sisters sent in an 
offering to the Literature Fund last week. 
Thank you. Now, who will be the next? 
Plan for a large Literature Fund this year. 





EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent. B. A.. - - Secretary 
Providence, R. I. 


WORDS OF HIGH COMMENDATION 
THE STATE OF WYOMING, 
Executive Department, 
CHEYENNE, Feb. 28, 1916. 


To WHom IT May CoNCERN:—I am in- 
formed by Dr. Daniel B. Atkinson, of Jireh 
College, located in Wyoming, that he is 
contemplating a trip east for the purpose 
of securing funds to help in carrying on 
the work of the college, and I wish to sup- 
plement whatever Dr. Atkinson may have 
to say by just a word of earnest encourage- 
ment. 

Dr. Atkinson and his associates are en- 
gaged in building up this college in our 
State for the purpose of offering a thor- 
ough college education at a small cost to 
young men and women. This college, which 
is thriving and which bids fair to fill a 
deeply-felt want in our State, is located in 
Niobrara County in the center of a prosper- 
ous dry farming community. The college, 
though small, is well equipped and is fortu- 
nate in numbering first-class men and wom- 
en among its instructors. The students are 
thus not only given the opportunity of. per- 
sonal attention from their teachers, but are 
also afforded the opportunity of doing their 
school work in close touch with the farms 
and ranches and are, in this way, afforded 
the benefit of practical knowledge of agri- 
culture and its different branches. The col- 
lege is peculiar in this respect and, to my 
way of thinking, it is a peculiarity which 
enhances its value to the young men or 
women securing their education there. 

Dr. Atkinson, who is president of the col- 
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lege, is a teacher of the highest type and 
extremely well qualified to head such a 
school. He is an inspiration and I consider 
him perfectly able to head any college in 
the country. The college is, as yet, in its 
infancy, but in the short time it has been 
in existence it has grown materially and I 
am confident that the efforts of the people 
who are trying to build it up are worthy 
of any substantial encouragement which 
may be given them. 

I sincerely trust that Dr. Atkinson’s 
plea for assistance may be met in the same 
generous spirit which he is showing toward 
the upbuilding of this school and I earnestly 
bespeak for him the attention of any to 
whom this letter may come. 


Yours very truly, 


(Signed) JOHN B. KENDRICK, 
Governor. 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES 


ELON COLLEGE, N. C., March 27, 1916. 

On Sunday two splendid addresses were 
given the students of Elon College by Mr. 
J. Norman Wills, Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Odell Hardware Co., Greensboro. At 
the eleven o’clock hour Mr. Wills’ theme 
was Building a Life. He took the position 
that the best book of plans for the noblest 
kind of life is the Bible. With reference 
to God’s relationship to life he said there 
were two views. The first is that God has 
planned the individual life in its utmost de- 
tails; and the second is that God is the 
Architect of the life and we are the master- 
builders. Mr. Wills made it very plain 
that he inclined to the latter view. 

In the afternoon at two o’clock Mr. Wills 
addressed the Y. M. C. A. in the regular 
life-work series, his theme being, Business 
as a Vocation. Mr. Wills insisted that a 
man need not apologize for being a business 
man. He referred frequently to the divin- 
ity of business. He declared that he felt as 
much called to the business life as any min- 
ister could to the pulpit and the ministra- 
tion in holy things. = 
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NEW ENGLAND ITEMS 
Lynn, Mass.—The pastor of this church, 


Rev. N. M. Heikes, has again been laid 
aside temporarily, on account of sickness, 
but the personal words from him, which we 
forward in part to THE HERALD, shows that 
the work is not allowed to suffer. We trust 
that he is restored ere this appears, which 
we anticipate. The work at Lynn seems 
really very hopeful. On Sunday, March 
26, three, a young man and two young 
women, publicly dedicated themselves to the 
Christ and it is believed that they will soon 
unite with the church. Another young 
man, son of a former pastor, Rev. H. J. 
Rhodes, brought a letter from another 
church. We rejoice with the brethren there 
in these tokens of the presence of the Mas- 
ter. 

Last Sunday was the high-water mark 
in attendance at both the morning service 
and the Sunday-school. A good degree of 
interest was manifested in all the services. 

The “Invincibles,” a class in the Sunday- 
school, gave an entertainment recently that 
netted a goodly sum. This class is one of 
the strong points in the work here and we 
are looking for a number of them soon to 
openly confess Christ. 

The Ladies’ Aid is to hold a sale April 
12, and as this organization always makes 
a success out of that which they under- 
take, I have no doubt but that this will be 
a matter of encouragement. 

The Interchurch Union of Lynn arranged 
for an exchange of the ministers of the city 
for March 12, and a general good fellow- 
ship was enjoyed not only by the ministers, 
but by the churches as well. I was 
scheduled for the Lakeside Methodist 
church and had a very pleasant time. Rev. 
Walter B. Ruggles, the pastor of the Lake- 
side M. E. church, preached here to very 
good acceptance. The people all enjoyed 
his words of counsel and good news. 

Another matter that deserves special 
mention is the work of Junior Endeavorers. 
This certainly is a hopeful feature of the 
work here. I am making use of the Juniors 
by having them to help me in the Friday 
evening meetings. I ask one to read the 
Scripture and another to name the hymn 
for me. The evening that I had them to 
help me, both offered sentence prayers. 
There is a general attendance of the Jun- 
iors at all the Sunday and week-day serv- 
ices of the church. During the month of 
February, a third of the Juniors attended 
all the services of the church. One meet- 
ing of the Juniors each month is devoted to 
missions and the offering is to be given to 
missionary work. They have already con- 
tributed to the automobile fund. 

Out of ten specific and yet comprehen- 
sive recommendations, issued by the “Sur- 
vey Committee” of the Home Missions 
Council of New England, which recently has 
gone over the matter, we select the follow- 
ing as suggestive. Rev. F. H. Peters, D. 
D., of New Bedford, is one of the. vice- 
presidents of this Council and the very or- 
ganization is of itself one of the most= sig- 
nificant and suggestive facts of modern re- 
ligious life: 

We recommend that each denomination have placed 
before it, by the council, a list of communities where 
work in particular languages should be begun, and 
that these denominations be urged to enter as quickly 
as possibie into some of these fields. This in our 
judgment, is of utmost importance. 

We find that there must be a very definite under- 
standing between the denominations as to what 
languages shall’ be given major emphasis by each. 
In the nature of the case, there must be eliminated 
in this consideration the work among the Germans, 
Norwegians, Swedes, and Danes. This is organized 
in such a way, these people for the most part care 
for their work so thoroughly, that it need not be 
considered in this particular. Other languages, how- 
ever, should be given very special consideration in 


the division of labor. This does not mean that there 
should be the elimination, necessarily, of much wot 
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“And they that be wise shall shime as the brightness of the Srmament; 
and they that turm many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


the werk which is now being done, but it does mean 
that for the new work some particular denomination 
should be specially responsible for particular races. 
We find that most of the larger denominations are 
working in a large number of tongues. Our recom- 
mendations are based upon two facts: First, the 
work which is already being done in this field by the 
different denominations; and, secondly, the relation 
that these denominations have to various tongues 
in the foreign field. This indicates in a way the 
ability of the denominations, both to enter a field, 
and also to prepare workers for manning the special 
work. Our recommendations are as follows: 

A. That the Baptists major in Hungarian, French, 
Italian, and Portuguese; and minor in Syrian and 
Russian. 

B. That the Congregationalists major in Armen- 
ian, Finnish, Greek, Italian, and Portuguese; and 
minor in Russian, Syrian, and French. 

c. That the Methodists major in Italian, Portu- 
guese, and French; and minor in Russian and Greek. 

D. That the Presbyterians major in Syrian; and 
minor in Italian. 

E. That the Protestant Episcopalians devote 
special attention to developing friendly relations with 
the Greek and other Eastern churches. 

F. That the other denominations whose work is 
not sufficiently developed to support special mission- 
ary activities, be urg to encourage their local 
churches _to become particularly active in reaching 
the non-English-speaking races of their communities. 





The April session of the Ministerial In- 
stitute of the Rhode Island and Massa- 
chusetts. Conference will be held on Tues- 
day, the eleventh. The program will in- 
clude a reading and interpretation of 
Shakespeare by Rev. R. L. Downing, which 
on account of Brother Downing’s histronic 
ability and experience, will be of special 
interest. Another feature of the program 
will be a review of Rev. J. W. Reynolds of 
the book lately published, Christ’s Experi- 
ence of God, by Rev. Frank H. Decker, of 
Providence. This is an unusual book, al- 
most an epoch-making work, because of its 
marvelous insight into the Spirit of Jesus. 
It is a book wrought out of the author’s 
experience and work in the city of Provi- 
dence, which is attracting wide attention. 

The “Church House” in Providence is one 
of the institutions of the city and has been 
built up marvelously as a result of Mr. 
Decker’s splendid consecration and unique 
insight and grasp of the Spirit and mission 
of Christ. It is safe to say that nowhere 
else may any one get more clearly an ex- 
emplification of what Jesus really is and 
what He seeks to accomplish for the world. 
Here is a Christian institution and a Christ 
life indeed. 

In the book, Christ’s Experience of God, 
there is indicated the conception of Christ 
which has so served to disclose the heart of 
the Christ. 

It is hoped that there will be a full at- 
tendance at this coming session of the In- 
stitute. G. A. CONIBEAR. 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, April 1—The work at Chris- 
tian Chapel, Kirklin, Ind., is on the upward 
grade. Sunday services and prayer-meet- 
ings are well attended. The church is at 
peace. We are planning for Easter and 
foreign missions. Found some sickness and 
several funerals. Visited my daughter, 
Mabel, and husband, Rev. Lloyd Reich at 
Merom. Found them prosperous and hap- 
py. The college is doing well under the 
management of Dr. Hershey. I hear noth- 
ing but words of praise for the president. 
Also, the church enjoyed a fine revival un- 
der the labors of Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein. 
Good services at Louisville. Keep in mind 
the date of the dedication—April 30.—A. 
H. BENNETT. 


Bone Gap, March 31—The meeting at 
Poplar closed Sunday, last. It was a meet- 
ing of peculiar conditions. First, we did 
not get to hold it when we first chose, and 
Sister Nash was not able to help, and when 
we did begin the meeting, we were taken 
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out two nights on business and three nights 
for funeral trip to Hord, but the church 
went right on with the meeting and did 
good work. Rev. I. N. Cox, of Norris City, 
was with us there three nights. Rev. A. H. 
Bennett was there one night. We feel, de- 
spite all the disappointments, the meeting 
was a great success to pastor and people. 
We found out the strength of the church 
and they learned a church can do things 
in the absence of a preacher. There were 
three conversions and two of them added to 
the church. The meeting over Sunday at 
Temple was hindered by rain, but had good 
Sunday night service—JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


Tuscola, March 31—Our sympathies are 
extended to Bro. John Reeder and family, 
of Arthur, in the loss of his good and faith- 
ful wife. Also to the aged mother and 
sisters. They are some of the landmarks 
of the Christians in Arthur. Pastor G. D. 
Lawrence conducted the funeral Thursday. 
A great field is open in southeastern Mis- 
souri for some earnest, sacrificing minister. 
It is a great country, soil productive, and 
a harvest is ready for the Christians. 
“Who will go for us.” The writer has con- 
ducted two weddings and six funerals in 
the past two weeks, besides making twenty 
pastoral calls and filling the pulpit at reg- 
ular services and doing an extra amount 
of reading, and am also preparing for a 
debate. The writer is taking the negative 
side of the question, “Resolved, That evil 
associates have done more to wreck human 
life than strong drink.” Two parties are 
chosen for each side. A jury of twelve 
men have been selected of the most promi- 
nent citizens of the county. The county 
judge will act as chairman of the meeting. 
Special temperance music is being provided 
for the occasion. Have heard from but one 
person on the Program Committee for the 
State Conference. The second notice has 
been sent to each of the remainder of the 
committee. “The King’s business requires 
haste.”—I. M. HOEL. 


Hull, Pike Co., March 27—We would like 
to write you a few lines and let you know 
what God is doing for a band of true Chris- 
tians, who have kept faithful and true to 
Him. We organized a Christian church 
here in Hull, Pike County, Illinois, on the 
twenty-third day of July, in the year of our 
Lord, 1915. We have Sunday-school every 
Sunday at three p. m., and prayer-meeting 
every Friday night, and the Lord has been 
with us all the time. While we have had 
many trials, we have prayed and God has 
heard our prayers. We have been praying 
for the “old-time religion,” and we have got 
it. On March 18, Bro. P. T. Connour wired 
to Bro. P. O. Anderson, of Atwood, IIl., to 
see if he would hold a revival here and he 
answered he would, so he arrived here 
Tuesday night, March 21, at 8:04 p. m. 
Brother Connour met him at the train and 
brought him to the tabernacle, where a 
small crowd had gathered and were in a 
song service, the Spirit of God being there 
also. We had a good meeting that night, 
but on Wednesday night Brother Anderson 
began preaching in earnest and many held 
up their hands for prayers. Thursday and 
Friday nights more stood for prayers. Sat- 
urday morning our meeting began at 9: 30 
o’clock and one man was converted. Satur- 
day night more were convicted and Sunday 
night Brother Anderson delivered a sermon, 
the subject being God’s Property and the 
Devil’s Hitching Post, and when he finished 
the power fell and one man and a woman 
went to the altar, and one woman went off 
in a trance—something that was never seen 
or known of in this part of the country. 
She laid there about two hours, just looking 
up towards heaven and when she raised, 








442 (26) 


you could see the glory of God in her face. 
Oh, brothers and sisters, Brother Ander- 
son has certainly got the Spirit of God in 
him. He has done more good in the length 
of time he has been here than has been 
done here for years. We have all prayed 
that God would send us a man here that 
would revive this town and you could tell 
that Brother Anderson had the Spirit of 
God with his as soon as he entered the 
door, and God has heard and answered 
prayers. Now, as we do not want to make 
our letter too long, we will close by asking 
the prayers of all the Christian people that 
this meeting may be a great success in this 
town. We want to give God the praise and 
also Brother Anderson. From your brother 
and sister in Christ Jesus—MR. AND MRs. 
W. J. CAMPBELL, Clerk and Treasurer. 


INDIANA 
Goshen, March 29—Our three-weeks’ re- 
vival meeting closed last Sunday night. 
Rev. J. J. Beisiegel, of the Elkhart Chris- 
tian church, had charge of the meeting. He 
has unusual ability as an evangelist 
and did splendid work. There were 
sixteen conversions, a number of re- 
newals, and twenty-eight additions to 
the church. The membership has been 
greatly stirred and a fine spirit of 
consecration and cooperation prevails. 
By his earnestness and zeal Bro. Bei- 
siegel has won many friends here. We 
have taken higher ground. At the 
regular prayer-meeting last night 
there were a hundred twenty-two 
present.—W. P. MINTON. 


Kokomo, Mar. 28—M. M. Johnson, 
secretary for Scotland Christian 
church, Kirklin, Ind., advises us that 
they will need a pastor at conclusion 
of current year. This is a good 
church, fine people, fair salary, half- 
time services, easy of access by inte- 
urban car. Those who may be inter- 
ested, correspond with Bro. Johnson. 
Hollandsburg church has an orches- 
tra of which any community may be 
justly proud. At our last Sunday 
evening service there, they gave fine 
rendition of sacred music. While 
about our Master’s business there we 
secured subscriber for HERALD, mak- 
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pulpit service. 
hopeful for his speedy convalescence. 
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It is making a most satisfactory growth 
under the husbandry of its secretary, Rev. 
C. S. Masterson. This should be gratify- 
ing news to every person who has at heart 
the interests of the Christian Church in 
Indiana. At first we counted our subscrip- 
tions in dollars, but already the list 
amounts to some hundreds of dollars. Our 
goal is five hundred memberships, at 
twenty-five dollars each, amounting to the 
magnificent sum of twelve thousand five 
hundred dollars. That may seem to some 
conservative people. as though the pro- 
moters of the league were visionary, when 
laying their plans. But we need to attempt 
big things. We have been easily satisfied 
in some of our past efforts. The “Men and 
Million” Movement of another denomina- 
tion should serve the purpose of stimulat- 
ing us to attempt large things in planning 
for the work of the kingdom. If some 
other communions are planning and ac- 
complishing great things, why not we? We 
have the material, both in men and money, 





M. C. Gettis——JOHN D. GEeTTIS—BROTHERS 


. U John D. Gettis, of Greenfield, Iowa, died at. his home on Prairie Avenue, Friday 
ing seven new subscribers to our cred- aooning. March 3, — — 9:20 a aged 85 a - months, and 16 days. 
i i © ‘uneral services at the home on Tuesday morning, arch 7, 
it since January. Rev. W. H. Hen Rev. J. E. Lombard. Burial at Fontanelle, Iowa. 
Se He was born in Ohio, September 16, 1830. 
and Prairieville churches, has been native of Maryland sot ws sasther, Mesy Daniels Gettis, was a native of Virginia. 
indisposed for some time—catarrhal The family moved to Scott County, Iowa, 
ome has hindered him from active where he married Miss Elizabeth Anthony, in 1851. 
: . dren: William H., who died at the age of forty-six; Sarah, who died in childhood, 
His many friends are and M. A., of Greenfield, Iowa. 
Mr. Gettis ngs | a oo and a> occupation and Re . various 
° ae times in Clinton, Jones, Tama, an ardin Counties, coming to ir unty in 
Sister David Evans, formerly member In the early days he did some preaching, being an ordained minister of the 
Browns Wonder church, passed away Christian Church and for many years connected with the Iowa Southwestern Chris- 
am —— at } gt of ten + eg ey —— with the re 
i i Church and remained a member of that denomination for abovt twenty years, when 
Funeral services privately he became a member of the Baptist Church for a time, and later became identified 


conducted from home of Mr. and Mrs. with the Christian Church. 


Ed. Henderson, Lebanon. Rev. H. L. 
issued fine card program, announcing 
to his parishioners subjects to be pre- - 
sented from March 26 to May 28. We admire 
the plan, and compliment his tactfulness. 
Congratulations to Rev. Silas Mosteller, pas- 
tor West Liberty church in Ohio, because of 
his manner of reception into his church re- 
cently of an afflicted brother. Hope he may 
receive a large number of the unafflicted in- 
to his church after the same method. We 
emphatically affirm that the world do move. 
“God’s called ministers are only His serv- 
ants of His people, to do His will, to suffer 
in patience and silence, and when they have 
filled their mission, like Moses, a Joshua 
succeeds.”—Rev. J. T. Phillips. “When I 
was received into Western Indiana Confer- 
ence as a young man, there were ten of us 
in line, declaring our purpose to preach the 
gospel. I scanned carefully the line of ap- 
plicants, and said to myself, in all prob- 
ability one or more of this number will 
fail; shall it be 12 Then and there I de- 
cided that by help of Holy Spirit I should 
know no such thing as failure.”—Rev. A. J. 
Akers.—R. H. Gort. 


Darlington, March 31—The Christian 
Progress League is no longer an infant. 


Those who knew him —s his — life 4 oa = S a man 
i earnest and sincere, thorough onest in business, fai to his friends, true to 
Bailey, pastor Mellott church, has his family, and devoted to the best interests of his fellow men. 


and we need to make our plans large. This 
Christian Progress League work is the best 
and biggest piece of church extension work 
ever planned by the Christian Church in 
Indiana. It can be made a huge success, 
and will be made such by the hearty co- 
operation of all the pastors and interested 
lay workers among us. Let’s rally to the 
support of the work. The Laymen’s Mis- 
sionary Convention held in Indianapolis 
recently was a great inspiration to ali who 
attended. It would have been the means 
of multiplying the efficiency of our Indiana 
churches many times had all the leaders, 
or even a considerable proportion of them, 
been present. As it was, there were nearly 
two thousand registered men, and more 
than that number of women, in their de- 
partment. Nearly forty representatives of 
the Christian Church were in attendance 
for all or a part of the convention. That 
was a good showing, considering our nu- 
merical strength in comparison with the 
other communions in the State. Another 
thing, we were recognized as Christians, 
thanks to the alertness of our wide-awake 
Mission Secretary, Brother Minton. What 
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is expected to ‘be the best Joint Convention 
held in the Western Indiana Conference in 
years will open next week at the New 
Salem church. A large attendance is ex- 
pected. President Hendersot has been on 
the sick list, but is hoping to be able to 
attend. Let everybody who wants to see a 
greater efficiency in all departments of 
church work plan to attend and carry back 
to the local churches what is given out at 
the convention. All the Darlington church- 
es will observe Go-to-Church Sunday, on 
Easter Sunday, April 23. An effort will be 
made to have everybody out to the houses 
of worship on that day, to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord from the dead.— 
W. H. MARTIN. 


IOWA 


Linden, March 29—No doubt some one 
has been wondering what has become of 
Linden. Well, we are still here. Our 
union meetings have become a part of the 
past, but several souls have been born into 

the kingdom of God’s 

dear Son. Not nearly so 
many as we had hoped 
for, but we praise God 
for the ones saved, and 
hope it may be a greater 
work yet than we have 
already realized. Per- 
haps it seemed not to be 
much accomplished when 

“Billy” Sunday was 

saved, but what a result 

eternity will reveal! 

Since our last letter we 

have had some unusual 

experiences. One of them 
was that of preaching 
the funeral of two peo- 
ple, a man and his wife, 
who died the same day, 
and were buried in the 

same grave. Thus a 

home was broken up 

very quickly, and within 

a week their household 

goods were sold, and the 

old home entirely disap- 
peared. Surely we should 
be constantly prepared 
for the home of many 
mansions, for who can 
tell what a day may 

bring forth. We had a 

very pleasant stay of 

about four days at 

Barnes City, a former 

pastorate and while 

there on business, it was 

a great pleasure to meet 

Brother and Sister Hook, 

the present pastor and 

his good wife, the hos- 

pitality of whose home 

we had the privilege of 

enjoying while we broke 

bread together. The peo- 
‘ ple all speak well of 
Brother Hook and his work, and we are 
expecting a great work to be done while 
he is with these good people. They are 
enjoying a very comfortable new parsonage 
which, while not yet completed, will be one 
of the very best parsonages in the State, 
when finished. A week ago last Sunday, we 
received two to fellowship here, the fruits 
of the union meeting, and there are others 
who will follow. The work is going well at 
Shiloh, considering that the special meet- 
ings here kept us away from there for one 
Sunday, and at our last appointment many 
had the measles, and others were afraid 
they would get them, so our congregation 
was small. We are anticipating having a 
Des Moines gospel team here soon and if 
the work done is as good as that done when 
we had them here last, it will be profitable. 
Surely in Barnes City and surrounding 
towns they have done a good work. It did 
us so much good to find many who a little 
over a year ago were in darkness, testify- 
ing for their Master. Let the good work 
go on.—E. E. BENNETT. 


1916, in charge of 


M. A. GerttTis. 
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North Greece, March 3—The church here 
is under the leadings of our pastor, Rev. C. 
J. Clauss, and getting along well. He has 
now been with us nearly a year, and we are 
well pleased with him. He came to us right 
from college, never having preached a reg- 
ular sermon, but he went to work and he 
is coming to the front fast. If he continues 
to grow in the future as in the past, he will 
make a mark worthy of any one. The at- 
tendance is good and increasing, rather 
than falling away. Last Sunday he gave 
usa wonderfully good spiritual sermon, one 
that all could apply to-themselves. His 
whole aim seems to be for the upbuilding 
of the cause of Christ. Some six or eight 
weeks ago he took up holding prayer-meet- 
ings at the houses of the members and up 
to the time of the February storm, the at- 
tendance was three or four times what it 
was when held at the church, as many as 
thirty-five being present, and I believe not 
less than thirty at any time, until the storm 
made the roads impassable. One Sunday 
he was unable to fill the pulpit and we had 
the pleasure of seeing his wife occupy it 
in his stead. She did it to the satisfaction 
of all present. He (Clauss) can feel that 
he has a jewel for a companion. The Sab- 
bath-school is in a flourishing condition, the 
largest it has been in a great many years, 
having averaged 95 per cent. since January 
first. They are now making preparations 
for Easter exercises. The musical part is 
under the direction of Mrs. Clauss, the pas- 
tor’s wife.—H. C. P. 


Rural Grove—Although items from the 
Christian church at this place have not ap- 
peared in THE HERALD for some time, we 
wish to state that we are still on the map 
and very busy, spelled with a big B. We 
were without a regular pastor for several 
months, when finally Rev. W. A. Leonard, 
of East Rochester, Ohio, responded to our 
call and located at this place in July, 1915. 
During the summer the church was re- 
roofed with slate and the parsonage under- 
went necessary repairs, the Ladies’ Aid 
Society paying a good share of the cost. 
Our Sunday-school was reorganized recent- 
ly with seventy-five enrolled members. In 
spite of storms and bad roads we have an 
attendance of 70 to 50 each Sunday. Rev. 
Leonard recognized the need of work among 
young men and soon succeeded in organ- 
izing a Sunday-school class of thirteen 
members, who have adopted the name of 
True Blue, which certainly seems appropri- 
ate, as they are loyal to their class and 
lose no opportunity of speaking of their love 
and esteem for their teacher. On March 11 
they held a pie social and twenty dollars 
were added to their treasury. A Home Mis- 
sion Study Class was organized for the 
winter months with Rev. Leonard as teach- 
er. Much benefit has been derived from 
these lessons. Our W. C. T. U. has an act- 
ive membership list of sixty-three, and sev- 
enteen honorary members; fourteen were 
gained during last month. Our L. T. L. 
was organized May 1, 1915, with ten char- 
ter members. We now have thirty-one en- 
rolled members and twenty-five honorary 
members, all but four being gained the past 
month. The close of the church year finds 
us clear of debts, with a balance in the 
treasury. Spiritual interest is being mani- 
fested and it is hoped that ere long many 
new members will be gained for Christ and 
the Church. These facts are proof of the 
progress of our church under the efficient 


leadership of Rev. W. A. Leonard.—CorRE- , 


SPONDENT. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Burlington—The second Sunday in March 
we took the “day’s wages” offering for for- 
eign missions, with the following results: 
Sunday-school, $65.14; church, $13.12; 
Young Ladies’ Mission Society, $13.50; 
Special for automobile, $5.00; Y. P. S. C. 
E., $5.00; total, $101.76. This, I think, is 
by far the largest foreign mission ae 
ever made at one time by this church, an 
yet what a small amount compared with 


what it would have been if every member 
of the church, Sunday-school, and other 
church societies had really given one day’s 
wages to this cause! In order to produce 
this result, I sent to Dr. Morrill for a 
supply of leaflets on foreign missions, 
which he gave free to those who asked, pro- 
curing sufficient so that every family could 
be supplied and also getting enough of the 
little envelopes for taking the offering to 
supply every member of every church fam- 
ily. These I placed in an envelope and sent 
to each family of the church. Oh, yes, it 
took some time and labor, but it pays. Try 
it next year, brother pastor, if you did not 
this year, and note the result. Our Wom- 
an’s Home and Foreign Mission Society 
held their semi-annual mite-box opening 
Tuesday, March 28, at the beautiful home 
of Mrs. J. P. Montgomery. After an in- 
teresting program, consisting of readings 
and music, the boxes were opened and 
$12.61 found therein, which goes to the 
support of a girl in Mrs. Fry’s school. Re- 
freshments were then served. Our young 
ladies will also have a mission study class 
and they have selected Sunrise in the Sun- 
rise Kingdom as a text-book. The “Red” 
and “Blue” contest in the Christian En- 
deavor Society closed with the “Reds” vic- 
tors. As a result the membership has been 
increased from forty to one hundred and 
twenty-five and the attendance at the reg- 
ular prayer-meeting of the society has been 
largely increased. Monday evening, March 
27, at the home of Miss Carrie Meade Fix, 
the “Blues” royally entertained the “Reds,’’ 
furnishing an entertaining musical pro- 
gram and serving refreshments. And old- 
fashioned spelling match was enjoyed by 
the society, with the “Reds” pitted against 
the “Blues.” At the finish the “Blues” had 
seven standing and the “Reds” one, when 
the word “debonnair” sent them all to their 
seats. The church is looking forward to 
the coming of the Southern Christian Con- 
vention and praying that it may be the 
“best ever.”—A. B. KENDALL. 


OHIO 


Woodstock, March 30—The meeting in 
Carysville church was nearly “stormed 
out” during the last week. There were two 
additions to the church. The Woodstock 
meeting starts April 3, to last two weeks. 
—FRED Guy STRICKLAND. 


Dupont, March 29—Bro. J. E. Clark, of 
De Graff, Ohio, has just closed a grand 
meeting here, in which he had thirteen re- 
consecrations and new converts. He has 
united the Christians together and will 
preach here every two weeks. He has done 
a wonderful work here in the Spirit and 
power of the gospel of Christ. The future 
of the old Christian church looks bright. 
He had a full house every night, weather 
being bad, but the way he conducted him- 
self and handed the true gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the people, he held his audience 
spellbound and many received the Word 
with gladness. I am an old Civil War 
veteran—seventy-two years old—have been 
thirty years in the service for my blessed 
Lord and Master, and I am not tired yet. 
I cannot do Bro. J. E. Clark justice, my 
words fail me——H. A. TUSSING. 


Mt. Sterling, Ohio, March 27—I have 
closed my evangelistic work for the winter 
and will now give my time and attention to 
my pastoral charge. I assisted Rev. S. D. 
Bennett several a and evenings at Wil- 
son Chapel in a splendid meeting, with the 
church much revived and several additions. 
Rev. Bennett is an intelligent, good worker, 
successful and much beloved by his church. 
They rewarded me liberally. I preached 
seven evenings in the Christian Union 
Chapel in Coshocton, in a meeting conduct- 
ed by Pastor M. A. Lamp, a good, able, true 
man of God. Several professions while in 
the meeting. I was badly hurt as I was 
coming for a train by a reckless driver of 
an automobile, who drove Jehu “furiously.” 
I came on to Newark and we began a 
meeting with Pine Street Christian Union, 
which continued two weeks, with the church 
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Mother 


By Kathleen Norris 





A girls’ story, and there is a great, 
big mother heart that beats in the 
background—a noble, struggling, sac- 
rificing mother who is abashed by the 
sudden rosy dawn of good fortune that 
comes into the drab, colorless life. 


Contains 198 pages, and is bound in 
cloth. 
Price, 50c net; by mail, 60c per copy. 


The Victory of Allan Rutledge 


By Alexander Corkey 


Allan Rutledge has been called to a 
church in Iowa. Just before his com- 
ing a beautiful Bohemian girl has 
been murdered and no one has been 
able to trace the murderer. The 
young minister meets with success 
among the working people in his par- 
ish, his real Christianity and love for 
his fellow men making him a potent 
force for good. An influential Elder 
in his church, who reserves his relig- 
ion for Sundays only—becomes his 
most aggressive enemy. The Elder’s 
son is a dissipated youth and an acci- 
dent puts into the hands of the minis- 
ter a terrible secret which burdens the 
youth’s mind. “The Victory” lies in 
Allan’s triumph over the evil-doers 
and the Pharisees who did not want 
Christ’s teaching, but a man-made 
creed. 

Contains 319 pages and is bound in 
cloth. 


Price, 50c net; by mail, 60c per copy. 
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revived, united, and encouraged with sev- 
eral additions and a decision to improve, 
beautify, and rededicate their chapel, which 
is located on one of the prominent streets 
of the city. I have resigned at Sunman, 
Indiana, and will have charge of Pine St. 
church until conference. I began meetings 
at White Oak church, five miles from Mt. 
Sterling, and continued seven evenings. 
We had good attendance, bad weather, with 
the Holy Spirit in every service. Six per- 
sons professed faith in Jesus and united 
with the church of the community. This is 
a new organization, which I effected last 
September, and promises to be permanent, 
as they have a neat little chapel and a Sun- 
day-school of sixty-five enrolled, with an 
average of about fifty. Our church here in 
Mt. Sterling is succeeding nicely under the 
wise leadership of its pastor, Rev. C. C. 
Ryan, who is an earnest worker and much 
beloved by all, as far as I know—H. J. 
DUCKWORTH. 


Lynchburg—I am glad to report some 
very good meetings to THE HERALD read- 
ers. We commenced our work at Ham- 
mersville the second year in October, with 
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the O. S. C. A. convening November 5, 
1915, which left behind a warm feeling for 
our work and with a greater knowledge. 
We commenced our meeting at Hamersville 
on December 9, 1915, with good results. 
The church was strengthened spiritually, 
with sixteen additions and one renewal. 
The church is in good condition in some re- 
spects, but there is a lack of the right spir- 
it of giving; but I believe they will come 
in line soon. In January we organized a 
Christian Endeavor Society in this church, 
which is starting off pretty well. Our Sun- 
day-school is progressing nicely under the 
leadership of Bro. Henry Meranda as super- 
intendent. May the Lord’s blessing be upon 
the church at Hamersville(or Bible Chapel) 
is the prayer of their pastor, W. V. M. 
Higginsport—We commenced our meeting 
at this place January 11, 1916, and held 
some eight days, but because of high wa- 
ters we had to close, and some sickness, 
too, but we had a good interest manifested 
all the time. We had no additions, but the 
work is moving along very well. The Sun- 
day-school, under the superintendency of 
Prof. Saunders, is doing better than for 
years, so they say. I have had charge of 
this church one year and on the second 
since October. The Southern Ohio Chris- 
tian Conference convened with this church 
in October, and left behind a good feeling. 
On March 12, 1916, the church called to 
the office of deacon Bros. David Noeis and 
Rufus White. On the evening of the 12th 
we ordained Bro. White. This service will 
long be remembered on account of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence. Rev. W. A. Warner and 
Bro. Noeis assisted in the ordination of 
Bro. White. May the Lord bless the Hig- 
ginsport church. I was called to assist 
Rev. Wm. Brodt at Eagle Chapel in a meet- 
ing, so I went there on February 7, and was 
with this church until February 19. We 
had a good meeting with eight accessions 
and one reclaimed. The church was revived 
spiritually and general good feeling pre- 
vailed in the membership. May they ever 
continue faithful to the end of the way. 
The church at Harwood called Rev. Wm. 
Brodt as pastor. He came to the church 
January 1, and commenced a meeting which 
the writer had the privilege to attend some 
and preach some two or three times for the 
brother, as this is our home church. Had 
a good meeting with nine additions to the 
church. We have a beautiful country chap- 
el at Harwood and we take delight in keep- 
ing it nice inside and out. I hope the Lord 
will bless this church, as we believe Bro. 
Brodt is in earnest and preaches the whole 
gospel. We went to the Macedonia church 
at Sedan, Scioto Co., O., March 14th, and 
was in a meeting there until the 23d, with 
good results: three accessions and two re- 
newals. This church is one of our weak 
churches. We preach to them once a month, 
through the week two nights. We go back 
to them the 18th of April for two nights. 
Well, I hope the Lord will bless our be- 
loved Zion and the work in general. May 
God’s blessings attend the brotherhood, that 
‘we may be able to do our work in the Lord’s 
way.—W. V. MILLER. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Everett, March 28—We closed a very 
successful meeting, after nineteen nights, 
with the Third U. B. church of Altoona, 
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with about 160 or 170 conversions. Plans 
are being made for a union meeting this 
summer in Altoona. We will either use a 
large tent or tabernacle. Any church de- 
siring a minister can get in touch with a 
man of forty (a strong man) by writing 
me. He can accept work at any time, and 
prefers work immediately. He is a man 
with clean character, and comes to us from 
the M. E. Church, his reason being more 
liberty and early teaching. He has been in 
active work for fifteen ‘years. Very truly. 
—J. W. HOFFMAN. 


CLASS NUMBER SEVEN AND ITS 
BANQUET 


The Daily Record, Troy, Ohio, March 25, 
says: 


One of the most delightful events of the week 
socially was that of Friday evening when the mem- 
bers of Class No. 7 of the First Christian church 
had their annual banquet. The church basement was 
the scene of this happy affair. 

Shortly after 7:30 o’clock the entire company, 
numbering 161, sat down to three long tables, where 
an elegant supper was enjoyed. Before partaking of 
the repast, the body joined in singing the Doxology. 
At the close, Mrs. Eugene Yantiss in a short, but 
splendid address presented the class teacher, Mrs. 
George Humphreys, with a bountiful bouquet of 
sweet peas, in behalf of the class. It showed the 
sincere appreciation of her services to the class. 
There were several bouquets of spring blossoms, one 
of which was presented by Class No. 

Later the company assembled in the upstairs class 
room, where an unique program was given. A poem, 
“Our Teacher,” was read by Mrs. Catherine Baer. 
There were also readings by Mrs. Iva Kelly and 
Mrs. Perry Yantiss. 


Quite the “hit” of the evening was the “Exams ’ 


of Spookerdyke’s School,” Mrs. Peter Sprecher was 
the quaint German teacher and with her stern and 
supreme dignity in the schoolroom she brought forth 
much laughter. Different members were called on 
to answer questions pertaining to some humorous 
subject. 

Mrs. Sprecher also recited a humorous recitation. 

A pleasant social hour followed, and at the close 
the members sang, “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds.” 

It was an event that will be cherished long by 
those who attended. 


TO OUR TEACHER * 
BY MRS. CATHARINE BEAR 


Class No. 7 is the class that wins, the class that does, 
The class that makes things hum and buzz; 

The class that works and the class that acts, 

Who builds on the basis of solid facts. 


But to whom, as a class, do we owe our success? 
To our teacher, I know you will all confess. 

She never sits down to mope or dream, 

But humps ahead with force and steam. 

She hasn’t the time to fuss and fret, 

But gets there every time, “you bet.” 


Our teacher has a most wonderful brain, 

She calls all her children each one by her name, 
Be it Sally, Mandy, Cassie, or Jane, 

And she knows if your family has made a gain, 
And is always proud to report the same. 


We know that her heart is in the right place. 

If you don’t believe me, just look at her face. 

A face wearing always a smile for her class, 

From = fattest like Sprecher to the thinnest wee 
ass. 


Our teacher’s footsteps will lead us aright, 
Let us follow them closely from morning till night. 
Let us heed all her warnings, her teachings hold 


ast, 
They will lead us aright and to heaven at last. 


And, dear teacher, though your burdens seem heavy 
to bear, 

Never give up and a crown you shall wear. 

Then at last you will find that your toil was sweet 

Leading Class Seven to the Master’s feet. 





* Mrs. Geo. Humphreys, Troy, Ohio. 


WINCHESTER (VA.). LETTER 


Sickness in the congregation and my 
home has interfered with my church work 
for the last few weeks, but we have not 
been altogether idle. One good member has 
been received since our last report. A 
Junior Christian Endeavor society has been 
organized with a good membership. Their 
meetings have been enthusiastic. Miss 
Eula Mae Hook is the superintendent. A 
number of new members have joined both 
the Sunday-school and the Senior Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society and our offerings for 
all purposes have increased. The attend- 
ance at our regular church services has 
been good. Three families have recently 
moved to the city, who will attend our 
church. Five hundred fifty dollars and one 
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cent have been collected on the church debt 
during the conference year. We are plan- 
ning to give the proceeds of one day’s work 
on the church debt next week. Every mem- 
ber is asked to contribute what he makes 
in one day. A good deal of interest is be- 
ing manifested in the plan and we are look- 
ing for good results. 

Our young people gave the play entitled, 
“Tired of Missions,” on February 29, to a 
large and appreciative audience. 

he following contributions have been re- 
ceived: 


SNONEE, -hesiiy-ty0s i504 ele C0 649 6% $8,574.55 
ee NE cn 5-056 siorooWs KS) 6 10.00 
pL A Re os 25.00 
ROY. Ws De SABE WOTE, «inc cceecees 1.00 
DME RNIN suc: ois vin! sce Cis Wanieiois, 6 4.00 
Oe se SS eee ee 2.00 
ee A ee 2.00 
WE, WARS 6.64 50 S08 6 v's Kee 1.00 
Miss Mary C. Burkholder ....... 1.00 
SROOD Ti MORES ose ke owe eee ee oes 4.00 
BO, F.C. sian WG 6 Foie 0 vs 5.00 
Dy Pa HOON nik ood b esa Gi Se 2.00 


POEL ros siewin ed ve cwtle cates nae $8,631.55 

We are thankful for these contributions. 

We need money and would appreciate re- 
ceiving all that is due on subscriptions. 
W. T. WALTERS. 


OVERTHROW BARBARIC PRISON 
CONDITIONS 


The National Committee on Prisons is 
guiding the movement for the overthrow of 
the barbaric prison conditions, whieh dis- 
grace our civilization to-day. Opportunity 
is demanded for the prisoner to develop 
himself through self-expression, industrial 
training, and incentive to right-doing. 

The committee has come to feel that 
further advance in prison reform calls for 
action on the part of the churches and is 
calling upon the church people to take up 
the cause of the morally and spiritually 
ill — and woman whom we call the crim- 
inal. 

A Committee on Religious Work has been 
organized and includes in its membershi 
representatives of all denominations: Prof. 
James C. Egbert, Chairman, Dr. Frederick 
Winslow Adams, Dr. Israel Davidson, Miss 
Gertrude Dodd, Dr. Frank Luther Hall. .Dr. 
Floyd S. Leach, Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, 
Dr. George Edward Mayer, Mr. Homer 
Morris, Mr. H. Neuberger, Mrs. Bernard 
H. Ridder, Miss Edith H. White, Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise. 

The work in which the cooperation of the 
churches is needed is threefold: 

Ministration within the prison. 

After care of ex-prisoners. 

The creation of a right attitude on the 
part of the public towards the prison and 
the prisoner. 

To bring this work before the churches 
the Committee is asking that Sunday, April 
9, be observed as Prison Sunday and the 
enclosed analysis of the prison problem has 
been prepared and distributed to the clergy. 

Jas. C. EGBERT, Chairman. 


LETTER TO DR. D. A. LONG * 


(Published by request) 
MeErom, IND., March 19, 1916. 


Rev. D. A. Long, D. D., LL. D., 
Burlington, N. C. 


DEAR FRIEND:—How are you getting 
along this time? I am enjoying with my 
school work. We have public speaking 
course of which Prof. Stoddard charge. 
am in his class and we took in the first 
half term the problem of the Philippine 
Independence. Mr. Walters and myself 
took the negative side and other three took 
the affirmative side. 

We beat the affirmatives. 

We are to have debate with the students 
of the Indiana Central College. We had an 
oratorical examination in the form of de- 
bate. There were ten contestants among 
whom three members were to be chosen 
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representing our college. Myself and other 
two were chosen after the judges’ decision. 
_ The question is: Resolved, That our na- 

tional defense should be strengthened. 

We had a revival meeting at the college 
from March 5 to March 16. Rev. Helfen- 
stein, the pastor of the Urbana Christian 
Church, Illinois, came here and held only 
ten days the meeting. 

Mr. Ralph St. Clair, Earnest Goernandt, 
M. Bragden, Henry Gettinger, Zelma 
Sparks, Earl Johnson, James Berry, H. 
Finley, Herald Mayhan, Earl Berry, Louis 
Kelley, all together were fifty-six of the 
converts. 

Mr. Helfenstein conducted the chapel ex- 
ercise every morning while he was here. 
On the last day he told us about his own 
life at the request of Dr. Hershey. He was 
a preacher’s son, and much emphasized the 
value of education by his father. He grad- 
uated Iowa University and went Bowdoin, 
and graduated, also went to the Yale The- 
ological Seminary, also with honor, and was 
offered one thousand dollars for education 
in abroad. 

He married a girl from Iowa and went 
to Scotland and graduated from Edinburgh 
University. He is about thirty and very 
consecrated, eloquent preacher. 

I do not graduate U. C. C. this year, even 
though I can. I like to take English lit- 
erature and some other studies next year. 

Mrs. Buff, the mother of Mr. Burn Buff, 
died last week. Mr. Ladd is well now. Mr. 
Sheidler is as well as usual. Mr. Shade was 
elected deacon of our church and became 
the superintendent of the Sunday-school. 
Mr. Reich is to graduate this year, from 
Biblical Department. 

My best wishes to Mrs. Long and Mr. Joe 
Long and Mr. Robert Clark. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. Sano. 


* This letter is written to Dr. D. A. Long by one 
of his former Japanese students while at U. C. Col- 
lege. The peculiarities of Mr. Sano’s style are due to 
the fact that he is Japanese.—Epiror. 


‘BOOKS, MAGAZINES, PAMPHLETS 


THE CHRISTIAN WORKER’S MAGAZINE edited by Dr. 
James M. Gray, D. D., Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago, Ill. Price, $1.00 a year. Years ago, in 
the early days of this magazine, and when it was 
at first proposed to enlarge it for general circula- 
tion, we doubted that there was a place for it, 
but that doubt has long since disappeared—it has 
made a place for itself in the churches of Jesus 
Christ, and it is to-day a real power for righteous- 
ness. It is a welcome monthly. 


THE BmBLe CHAMPION, edited by Rev. Jay Benson 
Hamilton, D. D., and published by The Bible 
League of North America, 317 East 118th Street, 
N. Y. City. Price, $1.00 a year, published monthly. 
This magazine is dedicated to the defense of the 
Bible as against the attacks of those who are gen- 
erally counted its enemies. It is ably edited and 
fearless in attacking error and setting forth the truth 
from the Christian standpoint. It ought to be 
generally read. It is an able defender of the truth. 
Every minister and Sunday-school teacher would 
be greatly helped in his or her work by its careful 
reading. 


IsRAEL, Past, Present, and Future. Addresses deliver- 
ed at a conference on behalf of Israel, held at the 
new Moody Tabernacle, corner of North Clark 
street and North Avenue, Chicago, Ill., Nov. 16-19, 
1915. Published by The Chicago Hebrew Mission, 
4425 Solon Place, Chicago. The price is not given, 
but it is doubtless cheap, not more, and maybe less, 
than 25 cents. It is valuable, especially to any 
who are interested in the Jews. It is rich in 
thought and spirit. 


THE BIBBERT JOURNAL, A Quarterly Review of Re- 
ligion, Theology, and Philosophy, published by 
‘Williams and Norgate, London, England. Agents 
‘for the United States, Sherman, French and Co., 
6 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. Price, 75 cents 
a copy, or $2,50 a year. 

This is ranked as one of the strong quarterlies, 
and it is from a mere literary and philosophical 
standpoint, but when it strikes religion and theology, 
\we cannot commend it as a safe guide in those lines. 
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COMMENDED BY ALL DENOMINATIONS 


BAPTIST ‘‘Here isa version that represents the true spirit of the original.’’"—Watchman-Examiner 
METHODIST ‘‘Judicious, suggestive, helpful, scholarly, admirable.” "—Quarterly Review 
PRESBYTERIAN ‘‘Meets the needs and wishes of to-day. *’—Preshyterian Quarterly 

EPISCOPAL ‘‘Admirable—not a word that is offensive.”’—Church Standard 

CONGREGATIONAL ‘‘A reverent and scholarly piece of work. °—Congregationalist 


LUTHERAN ‘‘No question of its quality or value. 


Multitudes will want it.’’—Lutheran World 


DISCIPLES ‘‘We commend most highly its comparison with other versions ’’—Christian Companion 
REFORMED CHURCH ‘‘A vivid, real, living Testament—genuinely successful ”—Ref. Ch. Messenger 
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terpreted it out of the King 
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language of to-day. 
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but a new rendering from the original Greek 
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NOT A ‘‘ONE-MAN’’ TRANSLATION 
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It is true, it has able writers, but nothing is truly 
strong that is wrong. Truth gives strength. Error 
gives weakness. We notice that something has ap- 
parently modified its radical tendencies of late. The 
lines of thought presented in the last issue (for 
January, 1916) are much more conservative. We 
presume this is due to the sobering effect of the 
war. 


THE CONSTRUCTIVE QUARTERLY, edited by Silas McBee 
and published by The George H. Doran Co., New 
York City, N. Y.; price, $2.50, or 75 cents a copy. 


We like the spirit of this quarterly in part. It 
is liberal in its views and gives all sides a hearing, 
unless a conservative wishes to strike liberalism too 
hard a blow. Then space and liberty are rather 
searce. Many of its writers are men of rare ability, 
but its contents are somewhat like Jacob’s cattle, 
ring-straked, speckled, and spotted—that is, it has 
‘practically all colors of thought running through its 


make-up. The Catholic has space given him for the 
introduction of what is to Protestantism the rankest 


heresy. The Jew, too, may have his say against the 


things he does not like, and for the things he does 
like. Of course, each of these classes has a right 
to stand for his convictions, but it does seem that. it 
is a little odd for Protestant money to furnish the 
space for this sort of work. Liberalism is a beau- 
tiful things, as long as it stays within the limits 
of truth, but when she opens the door to error, we 
regard it as dangerous, and for the reason that we 
all love it so, that we are apt to embrace it with all 
it brings to us. Of course, there is danger in eating 
everything put before us, and so we must say to 
those who read these learned quarterlies, read with 
your eyes open and guard well the channels to the 
mind and heart. 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, With a Christian Applica- 
tion to Present Conditions, by Henry Sloane Coffin, 
minister in the Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
church, and Associate Professor in the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York City. 12 mo, 216 pp. 
Price, $1.00, net. George H. Doran Company, New 
York City. 


Dr. Coffin is one of the most thoughtful and popu- 
lar preachers in New York City. He is listened to 
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by young men who appreciate his forceful and charm- 
ing style, his elegant language, and choice illustra- 
tions which, like word-pictures, adorn his pages. 
These sermons and addresses interpret the Dec- 
alocue with a freshness and vitality that, while 
pleasing and stimulating, give a wider significance to 
the Ten Commandments than most people have found 
in them, and touch the complicated conditions of 
the present day. Concerning the first commandment 


he says: “Were this commandment to be phrased 
to-day, it might read: ‘Thou shalt have at least 
one God.’ Our danger apparently lies not in wor- 


shiping too many deities, but in worshiping none 
at all.” “We cannot forget that all things fair,” 
says Dr. Coffin, in the second commandment, “are 
as truly reflections of God as all things true and 
just; that God is Righteousness and Truth and ‘that 
Beauty which penetrates and clasps and fills the 
world.’ ” 

Some people forget that “Beauty is Truth” and is 
God’s own creation. ‘We do mot rightly worship 
Him with holiness alone, but in the beauty of holi- 
ness. 

“Thou shalt not kill,” is the act of one man who 
kills another, and applies to owners of factories to 
protect the lives of operators. It deals with ques- 
tions of present day; with Christian virtues, religion, 
Bible, the Savior, the Cross, and the new life. Re- 
ligion is more than belief and conduct. His style 
is romantic and true humanitarian. It is a valuable 
book—full of original thought. 








Marriages 





GARLAND—CARLSON.—James L. Garland and 
Bessie E. Carlson, both of Jerusalem church, Fulton 
County, Pa., on February 16, 1916, by their pastor, 
T. P. Garland, at the home of Mrs. Emma Garland. 
Many good wishes are extended to these excellent 
young people. T. P. GARLAND. 


WHITE—DERFLINGER.—At the Christian par- 
sonage, Winchester, Va., January 21, 1916, Mr. Wil- 
liam Edgar White and Miss Lyda May Derflinger 
were united in matrimony by the writer. The groom 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph White and the 
bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Derflinger. We wish them both happiness. 

W. T. WALTERS. 


COATES—MARTIN.—Mr. Donald Coates and Miss 
Dorothy Martin were united in marriage on Wednes- 
day, March 9, at 5:00 p. m., by the writer at the 
home of the bride, near Scottsville, N. Y. The cere- 
mony was performed in the presence of about sev- 
enty-five relatives and friends. An elegant supper 
was served immediately following the ceremony. 
The bride and groom left the same evening for a 
short honeymoon trip. They will reside on a farm 
near their former homes. D. E. Dixon. 


DIVER—DELL.—Mr. Charles M. Diver, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Diver, of Henrietta, and Miss 
Mae Dell daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christ M. Dell, 
of Rush, were united in marriage at the Christian 
church parsonage at North Rush, N. Y., on Thurs- 
day, March 23, at 5:00 p. m. The ceremony was 
performed in the presence of the groom’s father and 
the brother-in-law and sister of the bride, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Wilbur, of Avan, N. The bride and 
groom left immediately on their honeymoon trip to 
New York City. Upon their return they will reside 
at the groom’s home in Henrietta. D. E. Dixon. 


WHITACRE—SOMERVILLE.—A quiet, but pret- 
ty, marriage was solemnized at the Christian par- 
sonage, in Winchester, January 19, 1916, when Walter 


Harrison Whitacre led to the marriage altar Miss 
Hannah May Somerville. The bridal couple were 
attended by a brother of the groom and a sister 
of the bride. The ceremony was performed by the 
writer. Immediately after the wedding, the bride 
and groom, with their attendants, were given a 
dinner at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Larrick, 
of this city. Mr. and Mrs. Whitacre left on the 


afternoon train for Pittsburgh, Pa., where they will 
make their home. The groom is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Benton Whitacre and the bride is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Somerville. Both young peo- 
ple have a host of friends, who join with the writer 
in wishing them every happiness. 

W. T. WALTERS. 





Obituaries 


Read Before You Write—Obituaries not exceeding 
150 words are published free of charge. Over that 
number of words the Trustees of The Christian 
Publishing Association direct us to charge at the rate 
of one-half a cent per word. If the obituary you send 
has 200 words, subtracting 150 from 200, you have 50 
words in excess, and that means you should send 25 
cents with the obituary, except in cases of ministers 
and their families which are free. Follow these 
directions and avoid delay.—Enprror. 








E. F. JOHYSON, a Confederate’.veteram and a 


member of the Disciple Church, ‘away in 
Frederick i was buried from ary 
Chapel in Mt. , 5d } Were con- 
ducted by ‘the iter. A number of ves and 
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friends are left to mourn his death. May the Lord 
bless them in their sorrow. W. T. WALTERS. 


JOHN D. GETTIS died at Greenfield, Iowa, Friday 
evening, March 3, 1916, aged 85 years, 5 months, and 
16 days. Funeral service at the home Tuesday morn- 
ing, March 7, in charge of Rev. J. E. Lombard. 
Burial at Fontanelle, Iowa. 


JOSEPH DUDLEY HARRISON, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Harrison, died March 20, 1916, aged 
five months. Funeral services were conducted from 
Gallilee Disciple church by the writer. May the Lord 
bless the parents in their sorrow. 

W. T. WALTERS. 


MARY M. McKEEVER was born September 2, 
1834, and died February 19, 1916, aged 81 years. 
She joined the Timber Ridge Christian church in 
early life and remained a consistent member until 
her death. Funeral services were conducted from 
the Shiloh Methodist church by the writer, assisted 
by Rev. Karicoffe, in the presence of a large gath- 
ering of friends, which bore testimony to the high 
esteem in which she was held in the community. She 
is survived by two sons and two daughters. May 
the Lord look kindly upon them in their sorrow. 

W. T. WALTERS. 


JESSIE B. EYTCHISON—I was called to Hord 
for the funeral of Jessie B. Eytchison, February 26, 
1916. Jessie was only sick a few days, but left a 
bright testimony of his acceptance with the Savior. 
He was one of the number that renewed his covenant 
during our meeting last winter with the Hord church. 
He exhorted all present to live to meet the Lord. 
He assured his mother that he had made all needed 
preparations last winter. Jessie was the son of 
John Edd, and Nannie Eytchison. He was 17 years, 
1 month, and 6 days of age. 
our loss perhaps is his eternal gain. 

JOHN BAUGHMAN, Pastor: 


SMITH JONES was born October 4, 1844, at High- 
land, Indiana. He was married to Margaret Hose in 
1863. To this union were born six children, and two 
sons and one daughter survive their parents, the 
mother having died in 1911. One brother and one 
sister, two half-brothers and one half-sister, and a 
host of relatives are left to mourn their loss. <A 
few weeks ago his sister, Mrs. Fincher, a noble Chris- 
tian lady, died and her funeral was at the church 
here. These two were cousins of my _ husband. 
Funeral service was conducted from the family resi- 
dence, one mile west of Hillsdale, by the writer. 

Mrs. Mary J. LAKE. 


MRS. SUSAN SHIPE passed away at the Win- 
chester Memorial Hospital, January 29, 1916, at the 
age of 87 years. She had been in feeble health for 
a number of years and death came as a relief from 
her sufferings. Sister Shipe had been trying to live 
a Christian life for some time, but did not join a 
church until about a year before her death, when 
she united with the Winchester Christian church. She 
died in the triumph of faith. Funeral services were 
conducted from the church by the writer and the 
remains laid to rest in Mt. Hebron Cemetery. She 
left to mourn her departure a son and a daughter. 
May God comfort the bereaved. 

W. T. WALTERS. 


STEPHEN F. EYTCHISON, formerly of Hord 
community, later moved to Los Animus, Colorado, 
was suddenly stricken with paralysis and died in 
eleven hours from the first attack. He was brought 
back to the Hord Cemetery, accompanied by his wife, 
son Sherman, and small daughter. Brother Eytch- 
ison was well respected by all and we very much 
regretted his going to Colorado, and now we much 
more regret his closing up the chapter of life on 
earth. He was 55 years, 2 months, and 20 days of 
age, and leaves a wife, two sons, three daughters, 
and two grandchildren. ’Tis sad to see a home so 
suddenly broken up, but such is this life. We should 
all be prepared for the change. Bro. Eytchison was 
a member of the Hord Christian church. Funeral 
March 16 by pastor. JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


HELEN M. PICKARD was born October 23, 1842, 
and passed on to her heavenly home March 21, 1916. 
She leaves a devoted husband, two children, four 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren, three 
brothers, and several nephews and nieces to mourn 
her death. Together with her husband, Bro. J. L. 
Pickard, she joined the Emerson Christian church in 
1876, and for forty years she has walked before God 
and the people in such a way that we can say of 
her, “Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.” 
The sermon was by the writer, from a text selected 
by Sister Pickard—2 Cor. 5:1. The funeral was held 
in the Christian church, Thursday at two o'clock, 
and a large and sympathetic audience was present. 
Farewell, sister, till we meet again. A 

JaMes M. PITTMAN. 


AMERICA (Schooler) SHUDER, daughter of Wil- 
liam and Elizabeth Schooler, was born July 8, 1835, 
in German Township, in which she lived all her life. 
On March 4, 1861, she married Noah Schuder, who 
departed this life June 7, 1896. To this uni 
born seven children, four boys and three girls: 
Christena, who died in infancy, Benton, 
‘William, and Della. Ten grandchil- 


Elzora, 
dren and one brother survive. She united with the Old 
Union Christian church, January 15, 1896, of which 
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she has been a faithful member ever since. She 
departed this life March 16, 1916, aged 80 years, 8 
months, and 8 days, after only a few hours’ sickness 
—just laid down the toils of life to enter into that 
rest that awaits her. Funeral at Old Union, by Rev. 
D. O. Coy and Rev. W. P. Kibby, two of her former 
pastors. The former was pastor when she united 
with the church. D. QO. Coy. 


BARBARA ANN RANDOLPH, daughter of John 
and Mary Krise, was born February 27, 1834, near 
Gordonsville,, Va. She was the eldest of a family 
of eight children and is survived by one sister. She 
was married to John Randolph, August 15, 1861, 
to which union six children were born, three of 
whom survive their mother, viz.: Mrs. Jennie Em- 
erson, Mrs. Laura Watt, and Noah Randolph. The 
deceased was converted at an early age, and through 
her whole life was much interested in the work of 
the church. She was the last surviving charter mem- 
ber of the Christian church at White Oak, Southern 
Wabash Illinois Conference. Sister Randolph took 
great interest in the Sunday-school work, often at- 
tending State conventions, and also the district and 
national gatherings of the Church. In all these gath- 
erings her presence will be greatly missed, as well 
as her substantial gifts for every righteous cause. 
She fell asleep in Jesus March 22, 1916, being 82 
years and 24 days old. Funeral services were held 
in the home by her pastor, Rev. H. G. Tovey, of 
Cynthiana, and the body was taken back to her old 
home in Illinois, where the writer conducted a second 
service, and the body laid to rest in the family 
cemetery near the church. J. DouGLass. 





_JOHN H. SHULTES, of East Cobleskill, N. Y., 
died on December 26, 1915, at the age of seventy-nine 
years. He was born in Bern, Albany County, N. Y., 
January 6, 1837, and was the son of Peter M., 
and Mary E. Shultes. About 1856 he was in attend- 
ance at Jonesville Academy and his education was 
fair for that period. He was an earnest student of 
the Bible and was converted at special meetings held 
by N. Russell and William Case at the Aker- 
hollow schoolhouse. With thirteen others he was bap- 
tized in March of 1864, when the creek was covered 
with ice. In the previous year he married Mary 
A. Dumond, who was a teacher in the public schools. 
He became a charter member of the East Cobleskill 
church when it was organized on March 22, 1879. 
He and his wife were teachers in the Sunday-school 
connected with this church for many years. For 
many years he was the sexton of the church and 
was holding this position at the time of his death. 
He made his work as sexton a free-will offering to 
the Lord. By his will he showed his interest in 
the work of the Christians by leaving substantial 
bequests to The Aged Ministers’ Home, Franklinton 
College, Starkey Seminary, The Ministers’ Aid So- 
ciety of the New York Eastern Christian Confer- 
ence, and The Christian Biblical Institute. Brother 
Shultes was a faithful Christian and a devoted friend. 
Besides the bequests above mentioned, he remembered 
Mr. and Mrs. Dumond, the nephew and niece who 
had cared for him and his wife for many years. 
The funeral services were held at the East Cobleskill 
church, and the sermon was preached by the pastor, 
Rev. J. H. Brown. “‘The memory of the just is 
blessed.” M. SUMMERBELL. 


MRS. MARY EPPERSON, a highly respected, lov- 
able, and pleasant lady of Cynthiana, died at her 
home Sunday after an illness of several weeks. Al- 
though she was getting up in years, until a few 
weeks ago she was getting around right spry and 
enjoying this life, like many persons several years 
younger. The funeral service was held at the New 
Liberty Christian church, conducted by Rev. Clarence 
Defur, of Frankfort, Ind., Monday afternoon at one 
o’clock. A large crowd of sorrowing friends attend- 
ed the funeral, and sympathy is extended to the 
bereaved family. Mary Boren Epperson was born 
in Gibson County, Indiana, August 21, 1840, and died 
March 12, 1916, aged 75 years, 6 months, and 21 
days. She was joined in marriage to Patrick H. 
Epperson, February 21, 1862. To this union was 
born two boys. Hiram N. and Ellis K. She pro- 
fessed faith in Christ in the winter of 1856. When 
a young girl, she joined New Liberty Christian 
church, and soon after was baptized by Elder Foohr 
and lived a devoted Christian all her life. Aunt 
Mary, as she was called, was always loyal to the 
church and enjoyed much of the old-time religion. 
Her husband preceeded her in death September 16, 
1893, funeral conducted by Elder Phillips. Aunt 
Mary was much devoted to her husband and family. 
After his death, being left a lonely widow—which she 
was a widow indeed—always holding the memory of 
her husband sacred. Aunt Mary leaves to mourn 
her death, two sons and their families, four sisters, 
four brothers, and many other relatives and’ friends. 
Aunt Mary was the oldest child of Samuel H. 
and .Dorecus Boren and is the third of a family of 
eleven children to answer to the call of death. 


“Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep, 

From which none ever awake to weep, 
A calm and undisturbed repose 

Unbroken by the Iast of foes.” 








Official Information 





PASTOR WANTED 


The Christian church of East Hounsfield, Jefferson 
County, N. Y., will be in need of a pastor after 
April 28, 1916. Any one desiring information regard- 

write the church clerk. 
Miss Foora CreveranD. 


Watertown, N. Y., Route E. 


ing the same, please 
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NOTICE 


The Erie Conference will meet in mid-year session 
for institute work in missions, Sunday-school, and 
Christian Endeavor with the Springboro Christian 
church, Springboro, Pa., May 10, 11. The opening 
session will be at 10:30 a. m., Thursday, May 10. 
Delegates representing each of these departments are 
expected from each of the churches of the con- 


ference. ; 
HERMON ELDREDGE, President. 
A. E. Kemp, Secretary. 
Rev. Orro HALFAKER, Pastor. 


EASTER WEEK OF PRAYER 


At the First Christian Church, Utica, Ohio, 
Mechanic Street 

(Program suggested by the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, Shailer Mathews, 
President.) : , 

Sunday, April 16, 1916—Theme, “His Kingdom and 
Its Growth and Glory;”’ “The Redeemed City,” Rev. 
Theodore Hofmeister. 


Monday, April 17, 1916—Theme, “Thanksgiving 
and Cleansing.” Speaker, Rev. R. H. Long, 
Centerburg. 

Tuesday, April 18, 1916—Theme, “Authority and 
Courage.” Speaker, Rev. Homer J. Rice, of Johns- 
town. 


Wednesday, April 19, 1916—Theme, “Loyalty and 
Unity.” Speaker, Rev. Lloyd L. Anderson, of Gran- 
ville. 

Thursday, April 20, 1916—Theme, “Heart Search- 
ing and Consecration.” Speaker, Rev. Frank Moor- 


house, of Homer. 

Friday, April 21, 1916—Theme, “Sacrifice and 
Service.” Speaker, Fred Guy Strickland, Evangelist, 
of Dayton. 

Saturday, April 22, 1916—Theme, “The Kingdom 
and Its Triumph.” Speaker, Rev. W. D. Akers, D. 
D., of Homer. 

Sunday, April 23, 1916. Theme, “The Resurrec- 
tion.” Speaker to be announced later. 


Good singing at each service. Come praying. 
Bring your chum. Services will begin promptly each 
evening at seven o’clock. 

(Clip this notice and keep for reference.) 


NORTHWESTERN OHIO CHRISTIAN 
CONFERENCE 


The following is the program for the mid-year 
meeting of the Northwestern Ohio Christian Confer- 
ence, to be held with the Berkey Christian church, 
nineteen miles west of Toledo, Ohio, on the Toledo 
and Western Traction Line, Pioneer Division, stop 
51, April 16 to 19, 1916. The mid-year meeting 
proper begins Monday evening, April 17. G. B. 
Garner is pastor at Berkey. 

Sunday Morning, April i16—9:30, Sunday-school 
conducted by A. S. Chenoweth ; Sunday-school Con- 
vention—10:30, “The Sunday-schools of This Con- 
ference, and Their Needs,” A. S. Chenoweth; 11: 
00, “The Teacher a Soul Winner,” Rev. J. F. 
Burnett, D. D.; Recess. 

Sunday Afternoon—2: 00, Song and Devotional, Rev. 
G. W. Foltz; 1. “‘Sunday-school Leadership,” Rev. 
Cc. J. Hance; 2. “The Needs of To-day,” Rev. G. 
R. Mell, D. D.; 3. “The Child and Church Wor- 
ship,” Rev. T. L. Rynder; Recess. 

Sunday Evening—7:00, Song Service, Rev. G. W. 
Foltz; 7:30, “The Christian Endeavor Work,” 
Miss Frieda Kirkendall; Sermon, Rev. J. F. Bur- 
nett, D. D. 

Monday Evening, April 17—7: 00, Song service, Rev. 
G. W. Foltz; 7: 30, Devotionals, Rev. H. E. White; 
1. Welcome Address by the Pastor, Rev. G. B. 
Garner; 2. Response by the President, Rev. C. C. 
Ryan; 7:45, Sermon, Rev. W. J. Young. 

Twesday Morning, A 18—8: 30, Song and Devo- 
tional, Rev. W. N. Deck; 9:00, Bible Reading, 
Rev. W. G. Kershner. Su: Department 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


—9:30, “Recruiting for Christ in the Sunday- 
school,”” Rev. W. H. Thompson; 10: 00, “How Can 
We Hold the Children for Public Worship?” Rev. 
H. E. White; 10:30, “Question Box,” conducted 
by Rev. T. L. Rynder; 11:00, Miscellaneous Busi- 
ness; 11:30, Recess. 


Tuesday Afternoon—Christian Endeavor Department 
-—2:00, Devotional, Rev. Frank Deken; 2:15, 
“Why Should Every Church Have a Christian En- 
deavor Society?” Rev. J. S. Kegg; 2:45, “The 
Relation of the Church to the Social Life of the 
Young People of the Community,” Rev. L. D. 
Hammond; 3:15, “Living to be Missed,” Rev. L. 
D. Wert; Discussion; 4:30, Recess. 


Tuesday Evening—7:00, Song Service, Rev. G. W. 
Foltz; 7:30, Address, “Nothing,” Rev. Geo. C. 
Enders, D. D.; “Enlisting and Training the 
Church,” Dr. J. W. Maxwell. 


Wednesday Morning, April 19—8:30, Song and De- 
votional, Rev. J. L. Wright; 9:00, Bible Reading, 
Rev. W. G. Kershner. Missionary Department— 
9:30, “The Goal of Sacred History Is the Salva- 
tion of the World,” Rev. S. L. Beougher; 10: 00, 
“The Business Ideals in the Church of To-day,” 
Rev. C. C. Ryan; 10:30, “What’s Wrong With 
Church Finance,” Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D.; Dis- 
cussion ; 11:30, Recess. 


Wednesday Afternoon—2:00, Song and Devotional, 
Rev. C. J. Hance; 2:15, “New Vision of the Rural 
Church,” Rev. J. C. DeRemer; 2: 45, “Life, Light, 
and Liberty,” Rev. J. T. Agema; 3:15, “The Ohio 
State Christian Association,” Rev. J. S. Halfaker; 
Miscellaneous Business. 


Wednesday Evening—7:00, Song and Devotional, 
Rev. G. W. Foltz; 7:30, “Men and Missions,” Rev. 
J. F. Burnett, D. D.; Sermon, Rev. E. D. Gilbert. 
Notify the pastor of your coming, and what time 

you expect to arrive. 


Free entertainment during the conference. 


Rev. C. C. Ryan, President, 
Rev. G. W. Fou.rz, Secretary. 


GLORYING IN THE CROSS 
For the Easter Week of Prayer, April 16-23, 1916 


To the. Churches of Christ in America and to the 
Christian People Throughout the Nation— 


Among the endeavors Christians are making to 
move in unison toward God, we would suggest United 
Prayer through the week preceding Easter. The ac- 
companying topics, which in a general way follow 
the days of ‘His Last Week,” we present as helps in 
securing such union in worship and supplication. 


“Speak to Him thou for He hears, 
And spirit with spirit can meet ; 
Closer is He than breathing 
And nearer than hands and feet.” 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF 
THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 
SHAILER MATHEWS, President. 
Cuas. S. MACFARLAND, General Secretary. 





PROGRAM 


Sunday, April 146—Sermons on the King of Kings and 
His Kingdom in its Growth and Glory. The Re- 
deemed City. 


Monday, April 17—Thanksgiving and Cleansing. Cre- 
ate in us Clean hearts, O God. In deep contrition 
for our sins let us seek the spirit of grace and 
supplications. Let us praise God for His forgiving 
love, for the intercession of our Lord, and for the 
strengthening of our churches, and let us open our 
hearts to the renewing of His spirit. And while 
we thank God that we have been kept from entan- 
glement in the war, now raging, let us pray the 
more earnestly for the multitudes who are stricken 
by it with untold sorrow. As aforetime Jesus 
cleansed the temple of unholy things may He now 
cleanse us from unholy motives and desires.—Psalms 
65: 1-4; 139: 23, 24. Matthew 5:8; 21: 22. 


Tuesday, April 18—Authority and Courage. Be 
strong and of good courage. That we may not 
merely weep over city conditions but work zeal- 
ously for city redemption, and pray that every 
agency for moral, social, and religious benefit may 
be blessed; that we may not have cities of shekels 
and shackles, “‘Satan’s throne,” but cities of God. 
That the great forces centered in them may be 
brought under the sway of righteousness; that all 
who have to do with making and enforcing the 
laws may serve as powers ordained of God; that 
intemperance, gambling, and social sins with their 
kindred vices and crimes may be suppressed. That 
our citizenship may be robust and manly, that 
public teachers may have courage and skill to wit- 
ness against sin and to lead in constructive city 
building ; that in civic as well as in church duties 
we may watch and pray. That the scandals of di- 
vorce and of Mormonism may be blotted out; that 
holidays may be redeemed from mere pleasure and 
used to promote higher ideals of citizenship. For 
the Rest Day, in the interest of the humblest toil- 
ers, and for the home, the honor of marriage, and 
the renewal of family worship. Psalms 2. Ezk. 
= — Matthew 22:21. Romans 13:1-7. 1 Peter 
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Numbers 61 and 62 are made in all of the 
following grades. 

Number 60 is made in all of the grades 

excepting those enameled. : 
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6c. 


Grade A, Bronze, chased, (not enameled) 
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inscriptions on Number 60, 2%c. per letter. 
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include delivery in any part of the U. 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Dayton, Ohio 





education in schools, colleges, and universities, and 
that the principles of justice and equity may be 
established between employers and employees. 
Psalms 122. Isa. 52:8. Matthew 22:37, 38. John 
17: 20-28. Eph. 4: 1-16. 


Thursday, April 20—Heart Searching and Consecra- 
tion. Making ready the guest chamber for the 
Lord. For a new spirt of separation unto service 
and an entire surrender of ourselves to Christ; 
that we may have a deeper reverence for God and 
His truth ; that the living church and its ordinances 
may have a larger honor and that spiritual life may 
be enriched. That flood tides of personal and co- 
operative evangelism may roll over our land and 
that our churches may welcome multitudes con- 
fessing Christ; that with His mind who said: “As 
the Father hath sent me so have I sent you,” offi- 
cers and teachers of our Sunday-schools, and hosts 
of men and women may be moved to go forth for 
the winning of children and youth to Christ and 


the Church. Psalms 51:10-13: 139:1-6; 23, 24, 
Isaiah 6: 8. 
Friday, April 21—Sacrifice and Service. The cross 


and its glory. That the gospel may be preached 
with simplicity and power; that Christ’s unselfish 
love may set us on fire with His zeal to seek and 
to save the lost. That Christ may be lifted up to 
bring men to God; that the cross may become the 
principle of union and fellowship among all Chris- 
tians, and that all who confess His name may serve 
God and man in whole-hearted devotion. That in 
Theological Seminaries men of sterling ability may 
be multiplied, and that choice scholars in the spirit 
of Paul may give themselves to missionary service. 
That revivals of beneficence and personal devotion 
worthy of God and man should be sought for, and 
that all Christians may earnestly practice the gos- 
pel of the second mile. John 1:29; 12:24, 32. 
1 Cor. 2:2. Gal. 6:14. 


Saturday, April 22—The Kingdom and its Triumph. 
The gates of hell shall not prevail. That the best 
of the past may inspire us to yet higher good for 
the future; that the faith of the fathers may be 
perfected in their children. That the memories 
of Hus and Luther may provoke us to become 
worthy ambassadors for Christ. That we may have 
clearer vision of our duties as a nation and as 
churches and that we may not be tempted to sub- 
stitute force for faith or speech for service. That 
we may be kept in peace with our neighbor nations 
and with the whole world; that war may cease 
among men, and that we may exhibit the spirit of 
justice with such nobility and sympathy as shall 
enable us to aid every nation to secure an abiding 
peace. That North and South America and all the 
Islands along their coasts may become as ‘fields 
ready to harvest ; that every agency for the preach- 
ing of the gospel at home or abroad, and every in- 
strumentality for the forwarding of the kingdom 
may be abundantly blessed; that ordinary and ex- 
traordinary methods of approach to men may be 
sanctified with power from on high. Psalms 110. 

Isaiah 9:6, 7. Revelations 1: 4-8. 


Sunday, April 23—Sermons on the Resurrection. 
“O Risen Christ! O Easter Flower! 
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OUR BOOK DEPARTMENT 





The Meaning of Prayer 
BY HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


Is a book worthy the reading and 


study of ew Ox e interested in 
Prayer andm = 2 , that means you. 
In John R =S5 3 Introduction he 
=. 0 
says that x 
QS + writings of prayer 
e to show its reason- 
chapters. They will 
questions of many an 
aows clear recognition 
of the simple ntral fact—a fact ap- 
parently unr | by so many—that 
prayer is som 1e reality and power of 
which can be only by praying. An 
alarming wee mong Christians is that 
we are prod aristian activities faster 
than we are prouuung Christian experience 
and Christian fai 


On pages three and four the author 
says: 


“Prayer has been greatly discredited in the 
minds of many by its use during war. Men 
have felt the absurdity of praying on opposite 
sides of a battle, of making God a tribal leader 
in heaven, to give victory as Zeus and Apollo 
used to do, to their favorites. Let us grant 
all the narrow, bitter, irrational elements that 
thus oopeee in prayer during a war, but let 
us not be blind to the meaning of this mo- 
mentous fact: whenever in life a 


however 
skeptical, feel the impulse to pray. 


“Among mal o 
possibly none: ~S 
ableness than o 5 
answer the un %% 
honest doubte>~® 2 


How 
natural is Hezekiah’s cry in the siege of 
Jerusalem! (2 Kings 19: 15-19). 


“Consider now the same tendency to pray 
in a crisis, which appears in the European 
war. Here is a passage from a Scotchman’s 
letter, describing the infidel in his town, who 
never went to church, but who now sits in the 
kirk, and is moved to tears when he hears 
the minister pray for the king’s forces, and 
for the bereaved at home: ‘It was then that 
my friend stifled a sob. There was Something 
after all, Something greater than cosmic 
forces, greater than law—with an eye to pity 
and an arm to save. There was God. My 
friend’s son was with the famous regiment 
that was swaying to and fro, grappling with 
destiny. He was helpless—and there was only 
God to appeal to. There comes an hour in 
life when the heart realizes that instinct is 
mightier far than logic. With us in the 
parish churches of Scotland the great thing 
is the sermon. But to-day it is different; 
the great thing now is prayer.’ So always 
a crisis shakes loose the tendency to pray.” 


But you should get the book and 
read—and re-read—the 196 pages; 10 
chapters, each divided into three sec- 
tions: Daily Readings, Comment for 
the Week, and Suggestions for 
Thought and Discussion. Handy 
volume size. Fifty cents and your 
— to send a copy is we 
n ° 
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Garden Spots in the Old 
Testament 
BY J. PRESSLEY BARRETT, D.D. 


In his Introduction, entitled, “By 
the Garden Gate,” the author says: 
“When I was a boy, living on the farm in 


_ Virginia, we richly fertilized small plats of 


ground for gardening—we called them ‘garden 


spots.’ Ordinary soil was good enough for 
corn and cotton, but for vegetables, small 
‘fruits, and flowers, we must have soil of 


extraordinary richness. To this day—fifty 
years later—the fertility of these ‘spots’ 


abides. 


“This is a little parable, intimiating the rela- 
tion of the believer to his Bible—the great 
Book is adapted to the needs of Christians, 
but within its lids are many rich spots, all 
abloom with truth, exhaling the sweetness of 
heaven on earth. Around these we linger and 
feast. . We are told that the Bible has 32,000 
prenasanes of blessing, along the pilgrim 

<~ ‘can present only a few of these 
- thi? Book, but enough we trust to stimulate 
the hungry to search the Bible for larger 
supplies of soul-food. 


“Modern ocheiors think the old Bible writers 
were ignotant of astronomy and other sciences, 
and Egmay have been, except when they 
were Pa divine illumination from above. 
Hipperdan, 150 years before said he 
had counted the stars—that there were only 
1,@32. Ptolemy, who lived in the second cen- 
tur? after Christ, differed from. Hipparchus, 
saying there were 1,026 stars in the midnight 
sky. Jeremiah, who lived more than 600 years 
before Christ, knew more than these men. He 
said ‘the hosts (stars) of heaven were innum- 
erable.’ See Jer. 83:22. No doubt Hippar- 
chus and Ptolemy said that Jeremiah’s was 
one of the mistakes of inspiration, but when 
Galileo turned the telescope about 1,500 years 
later on the heavens, then for the first time 
men began tc grasp the truth et Jeremiah 
was right whén he compared the countless 
stars with the sands of the seashore. In the 
early part of the nineteenth century, when 
Lord Rosse trained the great mirror of his 
telescope upon the sky at night, its first sweep 
of the heavens revealed the presence of = 
000,000 stars in the sky. Hersc was 
astonished that he called the great multitude 
‘glittering dust, scattered on the black back- 
ground of the heavens.’ Who taught Jeremiah 
the science of astronomy, so long before that 
science was known to astronomers themselves? 
Jeremiah’s teacher, the Lord, was far ahead 
of the scientists, and withal far more accurate. 
He was not mistaken, but the scientists were 
- let us cling to the old Book to the end— 

it is God’s thought-granary, from which He 
feeds His people on the Bread of Heaven.” 


“Holy Bible, Book Divine,” 
Precious treasure, thou art mine!” 
You can have the 288 pages of this 
book enclosed in a handsome maroon 
cloth binding delivered to you for 
50 cents. 








Church Finance 
BY FREDERICK A, AGAR 


Is a study of wrong methods and 
the remedy. Just to give you some 
suggestion as ‘to the style of presenta- 
tion, Chapter 3, “The Relation of Cost 
to Value,” starts as follows: 


“The average church is less than fifty per 
cent. efficient. This assertion requires but 
little proof to any man familiar with Church 
life in America. The visitor to the ordinary 
church will seldom find half the members 
attending with any rity the Sunday 
morning service, and as for the evening sefv- 
ice a very per cent. frianifest any 
interest or sense of responsibility. There are 
few churches that secure the attendance of 
fifteen per cent. of their members at the mid- 
week services. The matter of attendance at 
divine worship would seem to be fundamental 
to those who have dedicated their lives to 
Christ, but the modern church has not suc- 
ceeded in arousing much loyalty in this 
respect.” 


And farther along in the chapter 
he says: 


“We have standards of conduct, require- 
ments confronting our membership, and if 
the Church is ever to be what it ought to 
be in the world we must live up to the 
standard we have adopted. At the very 
threshold of all our Church life we are con- 
fronted with a distinct failure which reveals 
moral and spiritual dishonesty. The Church 
is the body of Christ, and a body has authority 
over all its members if the conditions are 
normal. It is a loving, mutually entrusted 
authority. It is not primarily disciplinary. 
If conditions are not normal the may 
lose control of its members, but that condi- 
tion presages disaster if long continued and 
not remedied. If our present standard is so 
high that it is absurd to expect compliance 
with it, we need to reconstruct it. But a 
aa enforced and lived up to, we must 

ve. 

“It may be asserted that the Christian 
Church cannot use its authority to enforce a 
standard of living or action upon its mem- 
bers. There are many other organizations, 
however, that have definite requirements, and 
those requirements are enforced upon the 
membership. In the average lodge there is 
a real measure of loyalty as to financial 
support, even when it has no insurance 
features. The average social club finds its 
membership loyal. It is the exception and 
not the rule in such organizations to have 
discipline dispensed with, because the require- 
ments are plain and are understood 
membership is sought. The lodge or social 
club and the church are upon different planes, 
it is true, and the comparison = ae value 
only to show that in dealing with human 
beings certain definite requirements can be 
laid down and conformity to them can be 


You would be just as much inter- 
ested in the remaining pages—108 of 
them in the book—7 chapters—and 
can have a copy for 50 cents. 
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